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AIDSO protest against the state government during their ‘March to Bikash Bhawan’  
over the teachers’ recruitment scam at Salt Lake in Kolkata on Tuesday, May 13, 2025 

 
Ananya Mondal’s (name changed) hands did not  shake as she held the termination notice. Not anymore. Her seven 

year service as a teacher of English in a state-run school near Kolkata, was terminated after Supreme Court ordered 
cancellation of the entire panel of 25,752 teachers appointed in 2016. Why, because, a mega scam in regard to 
appointment of teachers was unravelled. The aforesaid panel contained names of both eligible candidates as well as 
illegally included names through manipulation. No one from outside but the then state education minister, considered 
as no. 2 in the cabinet, the ruling TMC legislators, leaders and pliable officials of West Bengal Secondary Education 
Board secondary education were the fraudsters. Crores of rupees exchanged hands in providing school teachers’ jobs 
through unfair means that included tampering with the documents, destruction of records, issuing appointment letters to 
those who did not appear in the eligibility test and what not. Because of these illegal appointees, Ananya, one face of 
the West Bengal School Service Commission (WBSSC) Scam –lost her livelihood overnight. Not because she cheated, 
but because a corrupt system, shielded by power that be, auctioned their futures. “I studied. I passed. I earned this,” she 
stated, the numbness giving way to a quiet fury. “Corrupt politicians sold my future. Now they tell me to prove myself 
‘again’ 

The mega scam came to light when raids on the home of the then-Education Minister Partha Chatterjee, then General 
Secretary of the TMC, and his close aide, actress Arpita Mukherjee, yielded mountains of cash–bricks of currency 
stacked like building blocks of corruption–and jewellery, allegedly the spoils of the recruitment trade. The value of the 
recovered currency and jewellery were estimated to be over Rs 55 crores. Partha Chatterjee and Arpita  Mukherjee were 
arrested. Though Arpita was granted bail after 857 days in custody, Partha Chatterjee is still in jail having been denied 
bail repeatedly. The dragnet widened, ensnaring successive SSC chairmen, key advisors, TMC MLAs, and youth 
leaders. Among the detained has been “Sujay Krishna Bhadra”, a moniker chillingly close to Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee’s own neighbourhood. This was not the first scandal. Earlier after the Trinamool Congress (TMC) swept to 
power in 2011, we find a period marred by Ponzi schemes and bribery stings. The WBSSC scam, however, cut deepest, 
poisoning the well of education itself. Investigators unearthed a brazen marketplace: teaching posts, meant for the 
qualified, traded for cash. Thousands secured jobs not through merit but by bribing TMC leaders, MLAs, ministers, and 
complicit SSC officials. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) laid bare the rot: “4,091 candidates submitted blank 
answer sheets (OMRs) yet were hired; 1,212 with dismal scores mysteriously vaulted over deserving applicants”. 

The deception ran deep into the machinery. The SSC outsourced the critical task of scanning and evaluating OMR 
sheets to a private firm, Nysa Communications, which casually sub-contracted the work further. The smoking gun 
emerged when the CBI seized hard disks from a former Nysa employee. Forensic analysis revealed manipulated data 
on servers – a digital fingerprint of fraud. This data held the key: it could clearly differentiate who earned their place 
and who bought it. For years, the Calcutta High Court and later the Supreme Court demanded the state government and 
SSC provide this very list, separating the “tainted” from the “non-tainted.” But the state government refused.  

Despite acknowledging CBI findings suggesting over “19,000 teachers likely secured their jobs fairly” (pointing to 
only around 5,300 suspect appointments), the courts faced a wall of state obstruction. In 2023, the Calcutta High Court 



declared the “entire” 2016 recruitment panel invalid. Upholding the ruling of the High Court , the Supreme Court, on  
3April 3, 2025, endorsed immediate termination of all 25,752 appointments ordered repayment of salaries hitherto drawn 
by the “tainted” with interest.  No one could understand how the bona fide appointees could be penalized because of 
some mala fide candidates. A noted lawyer who is a CPI (M) MP pleaded for such a whole hog termination in the courts 
and found rejoicing after the verdicts. His stance directly contradicted the demands of his party’s own teachers’ and 
student wings protesting for the innocent.  

However, the Supreme Court, might be following an afterthought, stated that the School Service Commission (SSC) 
must hold re-tests by May 31st to fill posts by December 31st. Crucially, ‘non-tainted’ ‘teachers’–but not non-teaching 
staff–were offered a cruel lifeline: reapply, pass the new test, and ‘maybe’ get their job back without lost service. 

The ruling was a sledgehammer to thousands of honest lives. “Why must I pay for their sins?” demands Rajesh 
Sharma (name changed), a science teacher staring at defaults of loans he took to meet some requirement.  “Passing once 
wasn’t enough. Fail this new test after ten years, and I lose everything – my career, my dignity,”  he said and rightly so. 
The Supreme Court, invoking finality, offered little solace. Its principle – thousands of guilty may escape, but not one 
innocent should suffer – rang hollow for those caught in the crossfire. 

Facing a firestorm, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee staged a spectacle. Summoning the terminated teachers and 
staffs to Kolkata’s Netaji Indoor Stadium on 7 April, she declared “nobody will lose their job,” and urged “voluntary 
service” by them to keep the schools running. The promise was nakedly empty, devoid of any legal pathway. Honest 
teachers saw it for the deflection it was. Their desperation boiled over. On 21 April, hundreds began a sit-in protest 
(gherao) at the SSC headquarters, their demand simple yet denied for years: “Publish the list proving our innocence.” 
Public outrage swelled. Academicians, intellectuals, artistes, and crucially, junior doctors who had fought their own 
battles against the system, rallied behind them. Even basic water supplies were weaponised by the administration, cut 
off until demonstration was withdrawn.  

The pressure finally forced the government to release a flawed “non-tainted” list–a chaotic, contested document that 
deepened the mess, not resolved it. The Supreme Court offered a minor revision, allowing “non-tainted” teachers to 
work until 31 December 2025–a stay of execution likely tied only to finishing the academic year, their professional 
death sentence merely postponed. 

The political theatre surrounding the carnage reveals a system rotten to its core: 
· TMC: Architects of the Debacle: The party built on cries against corruption stands exposed. Key figures like 

Partha Chatterjee were shielded within the government fold long after allegations swirled. The SSC, under TMC 
influence, actively stonewalled efforts to identify honest candidates, refusing the courts’ repeated demands. Most 
damningly, it created 2,355 phantom posts beyond sanctioned vacancies –a brazen bureaucratic sleight-of-hand 
specifically designed to absorb illegal appointees. Why the relentless refusal to name names? The fear is palpable: 
revealing who paid bribes and, crucially, ‘who took them’, would trigger an uncontrollable political implosion. 

· BJP: Exploitation amidst the wreckage: The national ruling party, salivating at the prospect of unseating the 
TMC in 2026, feasts on the scandal. Its doublespeak, however, is breathtaking. The CBI, widely perceived as a tool of 
the BJP-led central government, failed in its most basic task: clearly identifying the non-tainted teachers using the very 
data ‘it’ recovered. Prominent BJP figures in Bengal today, like firebrand leader of Opposition, is a TMC turncoat 
having held senior TMC positions in 2016, overseeing districts where hundreds of fraudulent appointments later 
surfaced. Their convenient amnesia stretches credulity. Their track record offers no comfort: identical promises to 
reinstate sacked teachers in Tripura were spectacular “jumlas” (empty slogans), broken once power was secured. BJP-
ruled states like Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh grapple with mirror-image teacher recruitment scandals. The 
VYAPAM scandal of Madhya Pradesh involving 13 different examinations conducted by the Vyapam or the Madhya 
Pradesh Professional Examination Board, for recruitment to government jobs and admissions to educational 
institutions in the State was unearthed in 2013. But those guilty of such a Goliath crime are still not arrested. On the 
contrary, over 55 people who reportedly had some link with the scam were found dead under mysterious circumstances. 
In UP, recruitment of 69,000 teachers is reported to be scammed.  

As a result, the government schools in the state are on the verge of dysfunction. One institution in Murshidabad lost 
31 of its 67 teachers overnight. Imagine a school for 10,000 students halved in staff. Headmasters now perform menial 
tasks, tolling bells between classes. The quality of education for countless students is collapsing in real-time. The financial 
and social ruin facing honest educators like Ananya and Rajesh is profound–house loans loom, families depend, futures 
evaporate. 

Who benefits from this chaos? The answer whispers through the wreckage: private capital.  As scandals like this 
systematically hollow out public education, creating vacuums of desperation, expensive private entities stand ready. If the 
state cannot run its educational institutions, let them hand it over to the Ambani,” observed a BJP MP, who till the other day 
was Calcutta Hight Court judge and ordered the termination of the entire panel. After that, he quit and joined the BJP. The 
remark, casual yet devastating, laid bare the endgame. The Adanis, Ambanis, Birlas–the titans of Indian capital–need no 
conspiracy. They simply wait for the state to fail its children, its teachers, and its future. 

The WBSSC scam is not just about stolen jobs. It’s the story of a generation betrayed–teachers robbed of dignity and 
purpose; students robbed of opportunity. It’s the unmasking of a political class across the spectrum, united only in their 
venality and their disregard for the lives shattered in their pursuit of power. As the classrooms of West Bengal echo with the 
silence of absent teachers and the hollow promises of politicians, the question hangs heavy: When the last bell tolls on public 
education, who will bear the guilt for burying its future? 


