The opinion of BASAD (Marxist) on
constitutional reform of Bangladesh

[With the declaration of introducing a new constitution, the caretaker government of
Bangladesh has proposed amendment of various clauses of the previous Constitution and has
exchanged opinions with different political parties and organizations. Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (Marxbadi)-BASAD (M)—has sent us their opinion in this regard in writing.
We are publishing the same information for the people of India as well as other countries.|] —
Ed. Board, P. Era

[Though the Draft Declaration of the Movements of the Students against utter discrimination
Student movement and the National civil Society has not been forwarded to Basad (M), our
party, or to the United front, it is published in various media by this time.]

In an all-party meeting convened by the Government on 16 January last, our party was invited,
and another declaration was placed. In spite of our agreement with major portion of these two
declarations, the way some aspects have been presented were not only inadequate but erroneous
as well in many places. Such a placing seems confusing to us. We want to place some discussions
on some basic aspects of these two declarations with a view to revealing the truth as we understand
and leave scope for further refinement through exchange of opinions in the days to come.

We are sure that the authorities as well as others would ponder over our views. Due to paucity of
time and for the convenience of all concerned, we are placing our views in a concise form. We
may submit our opinions in detail later.

Political history of Bangladesh

A prolonged struggle of the people of undivided British India had ended in 1947 and Pakistan
emerged as an independent country on 14 August of that year. But East Pakistan was treated by
the capitalist rulers of West Pakistan almost as a colony for collecting raw materials and
accumulating capital virtually by way of extortion from the then East Pakistani people. The East
Pakistan people were victims of ruthless oppression. Through East Pakistan constituted about 60%
of the population of erstwhile Pakistan, the total budget allotted for development of this segment
of the country by the central government was only 20%. The people of the then East Pakistan did
not tolerate this merciless oppression silently.

Apart from severe oppression of East Pakistan, the geographical distance between East and West
Pakistan and the lingual and cultural differences of the two parts were also vast. This also increased
the predicament of the people of East Pakistan. So, people of eastern part of united Pakistan had
burst forth in protest against this oppression, suppression and atrocities of the West Pakistani rulers.
The blood-curdling language movement of 1952 in which Salaam, Barkat, Rafiq Jabbar, Shafiur



and others embraced martyrdom and the electoral victory of the United Front in 1954 under the
leadership of Maulana Vasani strengthened the demand of autonomy among the people. In the 21
point election programme of United Front in 1954, the concept of autonomy of East Pakistan was
detailed. It is worth mentioning that Moulana Vasani, the most popular mass leader among the
workers and peasants then, organized people's movements one after another that ultimately
culminated in militant movement for independence. But this part of history was not recognized.
Maulana Vasani, then critically ill, visited the area devastated by Super Cyclone on 20 and 21
November of 1970. On 23 November, in an address to the people at a historic mass meeting at
Paltan he raised the slogan "long leave independent East Pakistan!". Again, on 30 November, he
appealed in a hand-bill titled 'Call of Maulana Vasani to the people' to plunge wholeheartedly in
the struggle for freedom of East Pakistan. This was perhaps the maiden call seeking total freedom
of East Pakistan or the freedom struggle of Bangladesh.

Besides, education movement of 1962, the six point movement of 1966 in demand of autonomy
and people's upsurge on the basis of 11 point demands along with demand for autonomy and
freedom of workers and peasants shook the foundation of the capitalist rule of Pakistan. Thereafter,
the massive victory of Awami league in 1970 people's national council election was not merely an
election victory of a political party, it was manifestation of the urge of people East Pakistan for
emerging as an independent country. Starting from the language movement, the leftists had an
historic role in all these movements.

The militant freedom struggle in 1971 was in culmination of all these movements. Almost all the
political parties and lakhs of people took active part in this struggle. But effort of the Awami
League for usurping and arrogating to itself the sole credit of this great freedom struggle, had
raised questions among people. While tiny fraction of the people like Rajakars and Alvadars had
played a treacherous role for frustrating the freedom movement, lakhs of toiling masses people
stood resolutely against the bombs and bayonets of the Pakistani soldiers and fought valiantly for
achieving freedom. Following that, independent Bangladesh was born. Later on, the events of
Bangladesh reminded everyone of the invaluable teaching of Great Lenin: "If the freedom
movement in the imperialist era is conducted not under the leadership of the working class but
under the leadership of the bourgeoisie, then that freedom would be like a half-baked cake.”
Emergence of Bangladesh achieved through sacrifice of lakhs of working people, was in the form
of capitalist state under the rule of the Bangladeshi bourgeoisie. So, it also brought down severe
oppression and atrocities on the people under the despotic rule of Sheikh Mujibur Rehman right
from its inception since international capitalism which the Bangladeshi bourgeoisie has been a part
of, was extremely reactionary and oppressive.

During the four years from 1971 to 1975, the Bangladeshi rulers started implementing anti-people
policies one after another under the leadership of Sheikh Mujib. Journalists and the opposition
were arrested and executed. Siraj Sikdar, the leader of the East Bengal Proletariat Party was
murdered in detention. Thirty thousand workers of Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal (JASAD) were
murdered. The voice of the news media was gagged.



Lastly, throwing in the grave the constitution framed in 1972, emergency was declared in
December 1974. In January 1975, 4th amendment to the constitution paved way towards
implementation of one-party rule. In February 1975, that national party was formed under the
nomenclature of "Baksal." All other parties except the Baksal were banned and all newspapers
except the five were also banned. Had there been a genuine Marxist party, an effective resistance
could have been built up at that time.

After the assassination of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with his family on 15 August 1975, there
were coups and counter-coups one after another, and finally, Ershad, the military ruler, was ousted
from power. Even after end of military rule, stability was not achieved in the country. It is
noteworthy that Sk Hasina formed a tactical unity with Jamat in 1996 for coming to power. In
2001, the BNP (Bangladesh National Party led by Khaleda Zia) -Jamat alliance came to power.
Later on, Awami League was in power from 2009 till the insurgency in 2024. All these
governments have infringed upon democratic rights incessantly, implemented anti-people policies,
and in the last 15 years Awami League had intensified repression, atrocities, torture and
infringement on freedom of speech to every possible extent. By making the national elections in
2014, 2018, and 2024 farcical, Awami League had, in fact, invited a mass upsurge against its
misrule. During this whole period of narration of historical events, we added nothing significant,
simply filled up the gaps in the July declaration.

On the Constitution of 1972

The discourses of all these forces regarding 1972 constitution had been mostly one-sided. In this
deed of declaration, they have taken as the basis of the constitution of Bangladesh, which was
declared on 10 April 1971 by the newly formed government. In its declaration, the basis for
framing the constitution was the declaration of the new government which took over on 10 April
1971. Sheikh Mujib was empowered as the authority of promulgating all administrative and legal
rules and laws. He was also given sole authority to appoint all ministers including the prime
minister, convene and postpone sessions of parliament and exclusive power to form lawful
government. Nothing more other than vesting absolute power to Sheikh Mujib was declared in the
1972 constitution.

Without taking steps towards conducting election to parliament for framing constitution of 1972,
Sheikh Mujib formed parliament with the representatives elected to parliament and the provincial
legislatures of 1970 and initiated drafting of the constitution. Evidently, the drafting of the
constitution was done in an undemocratic manner.

The proclaimers of the July declaration did not perhaps notice that the emphasis which they had
given on the three words—equality, human dignity and social justice—were also mentioned in the
"72 constitution. These were mentioned as the primary objective in the constitution. The statement
is quoted as: "The basic object of our state would be to establish such a socialistic society which
will be free from exploitation where rule of law as well as basic civil rights and political, economic,
and social equality, freedom/liberty, and justice for all citizens would be ensured."



Needless to state that like the deed of declaration of freedom dated 10th April 1971, absolute power
was centralized in the hands of Sheikh Mujib in the '72 constitution also. As a result, the duly
considered opinion of our party is that there is no basic difference between the deed of declaration
of freedom dated 10th April 1971 and the 1972 constitution.

We also think that since the words like democracy, secularism, socialism, politico-economic social
equality, basic human rights, freedom, and justice reflect the urges and aspirations of lakhs of
crores of people, Awami League was to an extent compelled to include those in the '72 constitution
obviously as showpieces. That they had not the least intention to implement these progressive
conceptions of human civilization in reality. This became as clear as daylight. When within three
years from adopting the 1972 constitution. Sheikh Mujib implemented one-party Baksal rule by
declaring emergency, bypassing the constitution completely riding on the 4 amendments brought
to the constitution.

Prior to adopting this constitution in the executive committee meeting of the Central Committee
of Awami League in February 1972, nationalism-secularism-democracy and socialism were
declared as Mujib doctrine. Later on, this was declared as the basic principle of the constitution.
So the ideological base of the constitution is nothing but the Mujib doctrine. In this respect we
should be aware that democracy and secularism are the important principles of a modern bourgeois
democratic constitution.

The bourgeoisie during its rising period in 1789 as a progressive force through the French
Revolution had brought the progressive concepts like equality, fraternity, freedom, secularism,
women liberty, one person one vote etc. Henceforth all the bourgeois states framed their
constitutions on the basis of such ideas. Since the bourgeoisie, in this era of imperialism and
proletarian revolution, has become utterly reactionary throughout the world, these lofty ideals are
only retained in the pages of the constitution but given a decent burial in so far as implementation
is concerned.

The first anti-capitalist socialist revolution was accomplished in Russia in 1917 and a socialist
state—USSR was established. The emergence of this new civilization in radiant ardour in the
Eastern Horizon received ovation from the then leading lights like Einstein, Romain Rolland,
Bertrand Russell, Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam and others. Following that, the socialist
features of USSR were echoed as most sought after principles in the national freedom struggles of
the colonies. During the freedom movement of Bangladesh also, the urge for establishing socialism
had been expressed by many intellectuals as well as common people. During the time of drafting
of the constitution also this demand had been raised. On 2 April 1972, Maulana Vasani stated at
Paltan that "the constitution should have been drafted after organizing a national convention and
taking opinions of all concerned... the one party rule which is being established must guarantee
of establishing socialism as well as the economic freedom of peasants, workers and the
proletariats”. On 14 April 1972 a proposal was adopted in the Central Committee meeting of NAP
(National Adaptation Plan) at Santosh that "the constitution would be secular democratic and



socialistic... there must be guarantee in the constitution that followers of all religions irrespective
of Bengali or non-Bengali communities may be equal in the eye of law. So, what the Awami League
claims as Mujib doctrine of Mujib is baseless and futile.

If history of the next phase is studied, it would be found that as many as 17 amendments to the
1972 constitution were made by the different ruling parties. Apart from the amendment brought in
to validate the caretaker government, every other amendment has curtailed the right of the people
in some way or the other. The opinion of our party is that keeping the progressive and positive
points of the 72 constitution, the constitution should be reformed. At the same time, six basic rights
like rights to food, clothing, shelter, health, education and employment, fundamental issues should
be included as fundamental rights and these basic as well as fundamental rights should be made
enforceable by law

We want to state that people do desire to have a democratic constitution. But in this class- divided
society of handful of rich comprising the capitalists on the one side and myriads of poor, on the
other side i.e. the exploiters and the exploited, the reformation of the constitution is not easy, rather
extremely difficult.

On sovereignty of the country

The issue of preserving sovereignty of the country should have been explicitly dealt with in the
July deed of declaration. From the very birth of Bangladesh as an independent sovereign country,
different imperialist powers of the world such as India, USA, European countries and later on
Japan as well as China and Russia, now turned into formidable imperialist powers after counter-
revolution, have interfered many a time into the internal affairs of the country with a view to
exploiting the market here. At present this interference threatening sovereignty of the country has
increased manifold. We want to state unequivocally that powerful protests and resistance should
be built up against all imperialist interferences and aggressions. The country in no way should be
used as a pawn. It is the bounden duty of the government to safeguard the sovereignty of the
country.

Difference between the two declarations

In point number 3 of the 30th clause of the first deed of declaration, there is no mention of the
political parties who have formed the government, the proposal of "Decolonized Truth and
Healing Commission", declaration against military rule, national bourgeoisie-big business—
bureaucracy are all absent for reasons unknown.

The charter of demands

1. Immediately, the correct list of the names of all who sacrificed their lives during the
upheaval should be released. Their families must rehabilitated. Those guilty of July genocide must
be meted with stringent punishment.



2. Necessary medical care must be provided to all the injured. The Health Ministry must take
initiative to send abroad those who need treatment overseas.

3. The price of the essential commodities needs to be controlled. Action should be taken
against Syndicate and large corporate groups manipulating price.

4. Universal public distribution system should be introduced expediently.

5. Minimum national wage of 20,000 takas and minimum wage of Rs 25,000 takas to the
garment workers are to be declared.

6. The remunerative price of the agricultural produce to the peasants should be guaranteed
from the ensuing monsoon season. The prices of agricultural inputs like fertilizer, seed, agriculture
accessories, etc., are to be reduced.

7. Roadmap for election and reform is to be declared soon.
On the New Republic

Following the freedom movement in 1971, the state of Bangladesh came into being. The heroic
and mammoth sacrificial upsurge of the students and the other sections of the toiling masses that
surged forth in 2024 has already made a mark in the history of Bangladesh. But this upsurge did
not entail a new system replacing the old one. Ousting an utterly despot and oppressive
government, a provisional government has been formed with military support. The new
provisional government has been formed under the provisions of the present constitution. So, the
view that a new Republic has been established is a travesty of truth.

On mass upheaval

This mass upheaval of 2024 against the fascistic rule of Awami League which lasted for 16 long
years has indeed been unprecedented. More than 1500 lives have been sacrificed in this movement
and more than 25,000 have been injured. We also took part in this upheaval under the leadership
of the "Anti-discrimination Students' Movement" with all our might. No mass upheaval in this
country has seen so much of bloodshed. So many people have lost their eyes or have been maimed.
Such a large scale sacrifice at this hour is indeed immensely significant.

From this mass upheaval, a slogan has been raised to destroy fascism. But the fall of Awami League
does not mean fall of Fascism. Fascism is not brought by a party but by a particular social system
based on exploitation of man by man. In all imperialist-capitalist countries—developed or
underdeveloped— fascism has been a common feature in the post Second World War Period.
Fascism may be clamped through one party rule, multi-party rule or military rule. In different
countries, fascism has appeared under the garb of democracy. No imperialist-capitalist country can
solve any problem of the masses today because they themselves are breeding these problems. So,
they use the coercive state machinery to repress the people, gag voice of protest. This fascistic



approach is common with the rulers of any capitalist country. In other words, each and every
capitalist country displays fascistic tendencies.

In the current stage of social development, neither religious nor the humanistic values can be
effective tools thwarting unabated plunder, oppression or repression of imperialism-capitalism.
The utter degeneration of human values-ethics-morality, unbearable unemployment, massacre of
lakhs of innocent men, women and children in imperialism-generated wars, death of crores of
people in either or absence of due medical care and so forth are hallmarks of capitalist world order
today. Only an avid pursuit of Marxism-Leninism can save humanity from debacle. Emancipation
of the society from the tentacles of oppression of man by man can only be achieved by
overthrowing the capitalism from state power by revolution. And that revolution can come by only
if a revolutionary struggle of the proletariat under the leadership of a real Marxist-Leninist party
is conducted in right earnest. After this upheaval, fascism has not been eradicated. Fascism has
been forced to beat a temporary retreat. During the upsurge, there had been no agenda of bringing
about a change of the existing system. The demand of various democratic reforms has been raised
only in the post-upheaval period because during the 16 years of Awami League rule, the state
institutions have all been virtually collapsed. This democratic reform is essential, and this may
partially revive the democratic norms and procedures. But by this eradication of fascism is not
possible. Eradication of fascism cannot take place unless the capitalist system is overthrown.
Otherwise, repeated sacrifices and bloodshed would achieve demands like rights like right to vote,
freedom of expression, etc. But if movement is weakened and the leadership is in the hands of
parties and forces subservient to the ruling capitalist class, all their rights would be curtailed again
and again. Again, ruthlessly oppressive undemocratic political milieu would be restored.
Therefore, it is imperative to determine which way the anti-fascist movement is to be conducted
so as to lead that to logical culmination. This is the political lesson our party has derived starting
from the mass movement of 1952, mass upheaval of 1969, freedom movement of 1971, another
mass upsurge in1990, and finally to the mass upheaval of 2024.

We have placed our views on the Deed of declaration. We are of the opinion that it would be
proper to finalize the deed after taking well-thought-out opinions of all political parties, students'
organizations, organizations of different professions, different class and mass organizations who
were involved in the upheaval thereby arriving at a consensus over the matter,

Following the mass upheaval, rule of Sheikh Hasina ended on 5 August 2024. On 8 August i.e.
five months back, this provisional government had come to power. Our expectation from the
government is much. Because our party is also a partner of this mass upheaval. But we are
compelled to say with regret that the provisional government has not been able to take proper steps
to solve the burning problems of the people. In such a situation we hope and expect that the
government will take steps to operationalize the aforesaid demands.



