Supreme Court nullifies right of Central
Government to compel states to adopt the NEP-2020
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The Supreme Court in a ruling on 9 May last stated that the Central Government cannot direct any state
government to implement the National Education Policy — 2020 as such decisions are outside its constitutional
powers under Article 32. The apex court also dismissed a Public Interest Litigation seeking enforcement of
the three-language formula in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal or elsewhere. It is a significant victory of the
Save Education Movement going on throughout the country to thwart operationalization of NEP-20.

The NEP-2020 was introduced at a critical time when the country was under a complete_shutdown due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The policy which the central government projected as a national policy did not
evolve by consensus following a countrywide debate and discussion involving eminent academicians,
intellectuals and education-loving people. It has been a unilateral decision of the central cabinet. The
government even did not place it on the floor of the parliament for discussion. Although education as a subject
comes under the Concurrent List, the state governments were not consulted either while framing the
policy. The central government as a mere show-off sought feedback from the citizens. But it hardly noted the
concerns expressed by the teachers, students, guardians, and educationists.

The government claimed that the NEP 2020 was introduced to decolonize the Indian education system and
strengthen it to meet the educational requirements of the twenty-first century. Far from addressing the real
problems of education in the country, the policy attacked the foundational principles of universal, democratic,
secular, and scientific education which is the demand of the time and conduces to what the government said,
“need of the twenty first century”. NEP 2020 exhibits a well-knit ploy towards privatization,
commercialization, corporatization and saffronization of education; a blueprint for virtual annihilation of the
education system of the government sector which is the class design of the ruling monopolists as per prescripts
of capitalist globalization. Alongside, academic autonomy is subverted, and total control is centralized at the
hand of the state through its pliant government at the centre. The features of the NEP-2020 clearly show that
it militates against essence and purpose of education, development of a cohesive thought process and fostering
a scientific rational mindset to develop thinking faculty. Moreover, it is poised to destroy value-based
education which is necessary for man-making and character-building. And thus, education sector is being
handed over to the private operators for selling as a commercial commodity at exorbitant cost which is not
affordable by the common people. With various measures systematically adopted for making government
sector education defunct, education will virtually be an exclusive preserve of the rich.

Our Party from the very inception has vehemently opposed introduction of NEP 20. It is our firm opinion
that both the centre and the state governments should bear the responsibility for funding education which
should be run by the autonomous state boards with representatives from teachers, students, educationists,



intellectuals and education-loving democratic-minded people. So, we have been fully supporting the education
movement surging forth in the country under the aegis of a public committee named All India Save Education
Committee and its state-level wings comprising academicians, intellectuals, jurists, journalists, litterateurs and
other sections of the thinking people.

The BJP-led central government is also conspiring to introduce Hindi as the ‘third language’ in non-Hindi
states like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, West Bengal, or Tripura. Our Party had stated well back in the
1960s when the then Congress government first started to impose Hindi as ‘Rashtra Bhasha’ (National
Language) that, “It cannot be denied that public opinion in our country is sharply divided on the question of
selection of the official language of the Indian Union. The differences in opinion have, so far, expressed
themselves mainly in the form of either Great-Hindi chauvinism or narrow local nationalism, both of which
are highly detrimental to the cause of the unity of our people so essentially necessary for the end of the present
suffocatingly exploiting regime and establishment of a new order free from all sorts of exploitation of man by
man. In this ‘crusade’, the saner section of the people who hold a correct view on the question have been
ostracized, so to say. The essence of the Great-Hindi chauvinism lies in the attempts of the Government and
the protagonists of the idea of Hindu-Hindi-Hindustan to ignore the differences in language, culture and way
of life of the various nationalities that inhabit our country and constitute the present Indian nation, to delegate
to other national languages a position inferior to that of Hindi which is no better than the language of a
particular nationality like all other national languages, to create hurdles in the path of equal opportunities
for the development of all the national languages in India by putting a premium on the development of Hindi
through state help." (Socialist Unity vol 2 no 2 new series June 1963).

The so-called ‘double-engine’ governments (which means BJP-ruled states) have been on a hurry to
implement the NEP-2020. Even TMC-led West Bengal and CPI (M)-run Kerala governments have begun
procedure for adopting NEP- 2020. They are also closing down government schools and boosting
privatization. The victory of the powerful movements against the semester system in MP, or FYUP in
Karnataka, has established the fact that people’s struggle is the only solution and no legal battle can alone
replace it. Need is to intensify the save education movement to such a level that the government, under pressure
of movement, is forced to withdraw NEP-20. Judicial challenge may only be a complementary, but the
decisive role has to be played by the people at large.



