Post-election Sri Lanka
Even a bourgeoise government can
give relief to the people, if desired

Sri Lanka, the island nation, was in turmoil for many decades. For decades together, our southern
neighbour situated in the Indian Ocean has virtually been known as a country torn by violent and nearly
incessant strife between the two principal communities, the Sinhalese and the Tamils. Sri Lanka, formerly
known as Ceylon, was granted independence as the Dominion of Ceylon, on 4 February 1948. Dominion
status within the British Commonwealth was retained for the next 24 years until 22 May 1972 when it
became a republic and was renamed the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, an independent
sovereign capitalist state.

Sri Lanka after political independence

Pertinent to recall that the Sri Lankan independence struggle against the British imperialism though
largely dormant and with both compromising and uncompromising elements and trends in it, developed as
a single struggle of that country, embracing both the Sinhala and the Tamil communities. But after its
independence from colonial rule, the successive bourgeoise governments expectedly haunted by the fear
complex of anti-capitalist socialist revolution in the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution, did not
undertake the task of democratisation of the society rather followed divisive policies to keep the two
principal communities disunited. They declared Sinhala the only official language, disregarded Tamil
language, forcibly sent Tamil refugees after ethnic clash to Tamil areas in the north. Even the new
constitution, adopted in 1972, gave Buddhism (the religion of the majority Sinhalese) a special status and
replaced existing provisions for the minorities. The governments in the 1970s introduced policies that
curtailed the scope of education and employment for the Tamil minorities. Naturally, these draconian
measures gave birth to strong resentment among the Tamil people leading to a secessionist movement by
the militant Tamils' organization. The movement was finally quelled by the Sri Lankan army facilitated by
inner conflicts within the LTTE leadership.

But that did not beget any relief to the people. Rather their hardship went up further which was
manifested in the macro-economic indicators. Inflation is running at more than 50 per cent entailing
spiralling rise of food prices forcing 70 per cent of Sri Lankan households to reduce food intake and nearly
half the country's children requiring emergency assistance. Shortages of food, cooking gas, fuel, and
medicine stoked public anger at what many saw as mismanagement, corruption, and nepotism. Officially,
poverty rate is around 25%. Youth unemployment is around 20%. Sri Lanka faces several educational
challenges, including poor quality, inadequate teacher training, and inefficient administration, along with
disparities in access and resources, especially in rural areas. Peasants face challenges of land scarcity,
environmental degradation, and economic hardship, with the livelihoods of many being vulnerable to
climate change and economic shocks.

Tottering economy

On the other hand, Sri Lankan economy in tandem with rising crisis of world imperialism-capitalism,
is also tottering. The Sri Lankan governments took massive loan from the IMF and other foreign countries



to finance budget deficits. So, there was a sharp rise in foreign debt since 2010, reaching 42.6% of the
country's GDP in 2019. By February 2022, the country had only $2.31 billion left in its reserves to repay
around $4 billion of debt, including a $1 billion maturing international sovereign bond (ISB) in July (2022).
With foreign currency reserves nearing zero in mid-April (2022), the government announced it was
suspending repayment of foreign debt totalling more than $50 billion. Since this default, Sri Lanka's first
ever, the economy has come to a grinding halt. Lack of hard currency has led to severe shortages of petrol,
cooking gas, and other essential supplies; lines of cars, motorcycles and three-wheeled taxis waiting two or
three days for fuel have become routine features of life across the island.

People's protest and government change

Naturally, suffering Sri Lankans have repeatedly risen in protest. Of late, in 2022, the protesters' main
demand was the resignation of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who became President of Sri Lanka in 2018
and stayed in that post till 2022, and key officials from the Rajapaksa family (Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Basil Rajapaksa, Irrigation Minister Chamal Rajapaksa and Minister of Youth and Sports Namal
Rajapaksa, belonged to this family). This naked nepotism and wide corruption made the people angry.
Protesters chanted slogans such as "Go Home Gota", "Go Home Rajapaksas", and "Aragalayata Jaya
Wewa" ("Victory to the struggle"). Most protests were organized by the general public, with youths playing
a major part by carrying out protests at Galle Face Green. Ultimately the government collapsed, as the
people seized the top seats of power. Crowds of ordinary Sri Lankans stormed the presidential residence on
9 July (2022), compelling President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to flee the country. 'Aragalaya’ (the struggle)
became victorious.

It proved again that if people develop a united struggle for a just demand, any despotic government
will beat a retreat. The people of Sri Lanka, irrespective of ethnicity, class, religion, gender, and language
identities, stood steadfastly to oust the autocratic SLPP Government of Rajapaksa. Even the military didn't
dare to interfere. It showed that the people's upsurge this time was many times powerful than the terror-
driven separationist movement.

Nearly two years after that historic upsurge, the Sri Lankans voted for a new President, defeating
incumbent President Ranil Wickremesinghe. On 21 September 2024, Anura Kumara Dissanayake was
elected as the 10th President of the country. He got 42% of the first preference votes and 56% of the second
preference votes. Dissanayake was the leader of the NPP (National People's Power), a left-wing political
alliance in Sri Lanka. It was formed as a coalition of left-wing and progressive parties that aimed to present
an alternative to the existing political establishment. NPP or Jathika Jana Balawegaya, is a dynamic
political movement comprising 21 diverse groups, including political parties, youth organizations, women's
groups, trade unions, and civil society organizations. The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) is the
backbone of the NPP. Its founder Rohana Wijeweera was killed by the state in 1989. JVP or People's
Liberation Front made two unsuccessful insurrections in 1971 and 1987. Wijeweera, an ultra-leftist leader,
formed JVP in 1965. After his murder, JVP started to work as a political party and later developed the NPP.
In 2019, this alliance secured only 3 seats in the parliament. But this time it came into the power committing
to fight corruption, nepotism and malfunctioning. It promised for an inclusive democratic government.

After becoming President, Dissanayake dissolved the parliament and went for the general election to
form a new government. Notwithstanding attempts on the part of the then ruling dispensation to manipulate
people's mandate in its favour, in that election held on 14 November 2024, people wholeheartedly backed
Sri Lankan Dissanayake's leftist coalition NPP which achieved a landslide victory by winning 159 of 225
seats. Media held that voters had said "enough is enough". This vote marked a rejection of "the same old
faces, the same old parties [that] have been hoodwinking us for too long now". There is a strong expectation
that the NPP will move Sri Lanka from a crisis affected, debt-ridden country to one with a more stable and
equitable society.



A pro-people government can give some relief to people

It is true that in a capitalist country, elections cannot bring any radical change of the socio-political
system or the capitalist state. It can change a government only. The government, in fact, is nothing but a
caretaker of the state. However, if a left-wing force can get a chance to form a government in a capitalist
order, it can, if it so desires, can give some relief to the people by adopting some pro-people measures.
They can reduce the price of essential commodities by making the nexus which manipulates price,
dysfunctional, fill up the vacant posts in the public sector, try to introduce universal education, ensure safety
for the people in general and women in particular, ensure Minimum Support Price (MSP) for agricultural
produce, reduce the price of the medicines - particularly of the life-saving drugs, etc. A pro-people
government can put a rein on the raging corruption and nepotism at the administrative level.

NPP government has outlined several key policy developments aimed at strengthening governance,
promoting unity, and driving economic growth. They emphasize the importance of national reconciliation,
rejecting extremism, and fostering a strong connection between parliament and the public. This includes a
commitment to improving government efficiency, restoring trust in the legal system, and acting against
corruption. In terms of economic strategy, the NPP plans to expand production beyond Colombo, ensure
fair wealth distribution, and increase government involvement in key sectors such as tourism, IT, and
agriculture. They also focus on poverty alleviation, with initiatives to support education, empower small
entrepreneurs, and promote digital innovation. To support these efforts, the NPP presented an interim
budget for the first four months of 2025, which was approved in Parliament on December 6, 2024, without
a vote following a two-day debate. The NPP also opposes the divestment of revenue-generating SOEs,
advocating instead for governance reforms to address the financial challenges faced by these entities. The
party has expressed concerns about the implementation of International Monetary Fund (IMF) conditions
related to State-owned Enterprises (SOEs), such as automatic pricing mechanisms for public goods like
fuel and electricity and the introduction of electricity tariffs aimed at attracting private sector investment in
SOEs. NPP government has also sought to reverse the previous decisions to privatize education and reduce
subsidies, viewing these actions as detrimental to the public. The NPP government has also outlined its
approach to welfare and poverty alleviation for low-income earners in its manifesto, proposing a
programme called Prajashakthi. This plan includes several key initiatives: providing a minimum monthly
financial grant of Rs. 10,000 to low-income families, introducing a digital platform to identify eligible
beneficiaries using new criteria within a year, and offering financial assistance to all qualifying individuals.
Along with that, it proposes a monthly allowance of Rs. 5,000 to senior citizens needing assistance, as well
as an interest rate that is 5% higher than the normal bank rates for senior citizens' fixed deposits. The plan
also includes a provision of Rs. 10,000 monthly financial aid for persons with disabilities in low-income
families and individuals with chronic illnesses, based on need. The NPP government has also pledged to
increase health funding to at least 3% of GDP, improve transparency, and fight corruption. Key initiatives
include digitizing patient records, establishing community-based health programmes, enhancing food safety
regulations, and supporting occupational health with workplace safety assessments. Elderly care focuses
on counselling and specialised clinics, while primary care will be improved by appointing family
physicians, clustering facilities, and creating rehabilitation services. Hospital care enhancements ensure
adequate facilities, patient rights protections, and ISO-certified testing. Essential drug policies aim to
prevent shortages, ensure fair pricing, and expand local production. The government has also firmly
opposed the sale of state-owned enterprises and resources, warning foreign nations against purchasing state
assets. They argue that such actions could undermine national sovereignty and economic stability. In
support of the paddy farmers, President Dissanayake has proposed an increase in the fertiliser subsidy for
the 2024/25 Maha season, raising it from Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 25,000 per hectare.

President Dissanayake also met with members of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK) in Jaftna,
where he expressed the party's commitment to backing the amendment's implementation in the Sri Lankan
Constitution. The 13th Amendment originated from the 1987 Indo-Lanka Accord; an agreement signed
without Tamil political input. It aimed to create Provincial Councils and grant devolution of land and police



powers to a merged North-East to address ethnic grievances, though it has since become contentious. But
so far, there has not been any declaration regarding encouraging legitimate people's struggle.

Question of correct outlook of a leftist government in
bourgeois set up

It bears recall that the Marxist stalwarts like Lenin, Stalin and Mao Zedong had not said anything
about what outlook a genuine left government which comes into being in a capitalist system. Because they
did not come across any such situation. It was Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, Founder General Secretary of the
SUCI(C), an outstanding Marxist thinker of the era and worthy continuer of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin-
Mao Zedong, who was first to provide a guideline on this.

In 1967, when the United Front came into power in West Bengal, the SUCI(C) was one of its
constituents. It was an unprecedented situation, as no Marxist-Leninist hitherto had been part of a
government in a capitalist country. What will such a party do then? Will it run the government like any
other bourgeois party? Or, leave the government and sit in the opposition bench? Comrade Shibdas Ghosh
gave the world proletariat a brilliant education. He said: ...is it possible for this government, if it so wishes,
to solve these basic problems merely by reforming laws?? You ought to realize, it is just not possible. One
may ask: ".....is there then no justification for forming the ...government in the interest of the workers? I
think there is. If the ...government resolutely pursues ....policy of strengthening democratic mass
movements in the sphere of working class struggle against the exploitation and oppression relentlessly
perpetrated by the capitalist owners who are under protection of the bourgeois constitution and laws, then
despite the fact that it cannot win you emancipation from exploitation, yet in the interest of conducting the
struggle to win emancipation the ...government does have its significance." (SW Vol. III)

IfJVP or any party within NPP wants to serve the interest of the common people from a genuine leftist
angle, they need to imbibe the essence of this education. It needs to understand that besides trying to give
some relief to the people by taking suitable measures possible within the ambit of the power of a
government, it is incumbent on this government to allow the legitimate democratic movements of the
oppressed masses- the workers, the peasants students, youth, women-to develop and intensify free from the
interference of the police and administration. In that event, class and mass struggles will surge forth without
being crushed by the government machinery as is the case with a bourgeois government. It may so happen
that the ruling bourgeoisie will pull strings from behind to topple the government as it did in 1967 with
United Front government of West Bengal in India. But in that event, it will be clear to the people that a
change of the government does not bring about a change in the exploitative capitalist system. So long
capitalism would exist, no basic problem of life can be resolved. Also, if any pro-people government tries
to introduce some pro-people reforms which are in detriment of the class interest of the bourgeoisie, it
would not be allowed to stay in power. Once this truth is imbibed by the people, they would advance in
being initiated towards development of the revolutionary movement to overthrow capitalism provided there
is genuine Marxist-Leninist party to guide them along the right path. We are to wait and see how the
situation in Sri Lanka unfolds in the days to come.



