
LONG LIVE COMRADE SHIBDAS GHOSH THOUGHT 

[On the occasion of 48th Memorial Day of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, Founder General Secretary, SUCI (C) 

and an outstanding Marxist thinker of the era, we reproduce below some of his invaluable teachings from the 

book ‘REVOLUTIONARY LIFE IS THE MOST HONOURABLE ONE’] 

“I only like to say here, that yes, in comparison to the  standard  of  the  cadres  of  other  parties,  our  

comrades  are  certainly advanced, but at the same time  I do  feel that the  standard they have achieved is not 

adequate and effective. We cannot only remain contented with finding that compared to  those slogan-

mongering frivolous political workers how much  dedicated, honest and conscious we are. Our concern should  

be how much we are able to act in accordance with the need  of the country. In the present social scenario, we 

see deep rooted frustration in the mind of the people on the one hand  and utmost distrust of the people 

towards the different political  parties on the other, and so it is incumbent upon us to restore  self-confidence 

in the mind of the people rapidly by dispelling  their feeling of despondency through constantly pursuing them  

with the help of our party education, mode of talking, style of  work  and  knowledge. … success  of  

revolutionary  movements  and  success  and  failure  of  left  movements are inextricably involved with the 

questions of  gaining strength and acquiring ability of leading the people  objectively by our party.  But so far 

as the standard of ability,  knowledge and  political initiative, which are  required  by a political leadership to 

make the people understand all these  things are concerned, our workers are significantly deficient  of 

attaining such political consciousness, power of reasoning and  argumentation….. 

we have become so good that all of our party workers keep  company only with the good boys and girls. The 

people also  think that this is a party of goodies. But the majority of the  youth of our country, who are dare-

devils, are misguided due  to  the  politics  of  rabble-rousing,  wrong  leadership  and  opportunist  political  

movements.  These youths  have  unknowingly got involved in various activities of incivility. But these are the 

youths, who undoubtedly constitute the bulk of  the youth force. But why are we not able to influence these 

dare-devils and roisterers…?  Why cannot  we  stir  their  blood? … It is not the fact that, only the goody-

goody boys will accomplish the revolution in India. History does not speak that. Again, since the ideology of 

our party is sublime, most of the good boys, in particular, accept it. But many of them lack the  requisite  

strength  of  working  actively  among  the masses with political initiative shouldering all sorts of hazards and 

braving sheer unfavourable conditions. These dare-devil youths are treading  on the  wrong  path;  maybe,  

they  are involved in rowdyism, maybe they only do harm themselves…. Yet they have ability to work. They 



can  reach the people and swing into action in no time. They can work with that very politics which knows no 

discipline. But many of these so called good boys, …are  bereft  of  efficiency in penetrating into the masses 

in any situation and taking initiative to organize various groups of people from  among the masses to lead 

them into action. … So it is an acid test…we must have to enroll activists in large numbers from all walks of 

life who are efficient and deserving….Is it possible to understand it (revolution) only through intellect and 

reasoning? Do you know that you will only start to realize the real value of it from when you get yourself 

engaged in mass movements and in taking the responsibility of conducting party activities with right earnest 

after applying your mind and reasoning? In fact, your true understanding begins to unfold from when  you  

begin  to  do  this.  Before  that  this understanding remains at the level of one’s intellectual faculty only for 

arguing. This is not called realization as such and it varies from man to man...a revolutionary worker…should  

understand, “From the moment I jump into the works with the masses and organize them with the knowledge 

what I have understood so far and stay with them for twenty four hours, I only begin to realize revolutionary 

theory”….you should not be there to carry out routine works only. While staying with the people you should 

have to be endowed with political objective, capacity of taking leading role and creative mind. Then your 

level of understanding will be constantly developing.  

Again, there are different types of work. …Any of these works if viewed in isolation may seem to be 

insignificant. But …it should also be kept in mind that without that particular work the gigantic task of 

revolution cannot be fulfilled…In spite of being surrounded by millions of people, the party cadre who is only 

involved in the routine works and cannot create works by himself, begins to think where to go and what to do. 

On the other hand, he, who is a very powerful creative cadre and knows how to create works constantly, can 

create works the moment he finds a group of people around him and starts to mix with them. He needs not to 

think over it again and again. Because, he always remains with the masses and among the masses. … if a 

worker does not learn to create works and lacks creative faculty, it will one day give birth to frustration and 

disappointment in his mind. Because, he is engaged only in routine works, and not in creative works; he is not 

trying to conduct movements of the people or has not yet emerged as a leader of the masses. …So a feeling of 

despondency engulfs him.  

... Minimum eligibility criterion of the membership  for  anyone is  that,  he  has  been  able to  place himself 

as the leader of the people, leader of the masses….Nobody can be a revolutionary with the help of intellectual 

faculty only. Intelligence and emotion, intelligence and heart, intelligence and ethics and culture must go 

together to mingle into one in one’s whole life. …However strong will, honesty and sacrificing mind I may 



have today, if I am to survive this long arduous struggle within its action and interaction I have to change my 

pattern of political consciousness and character through this (intense) struggle. …the party cannot build you 

up  as  a  revolutionary,…By providing guidance and advice the party can only help him, who strives to 

become a revolutionary, to grow his political consciousness, to build his character according to the necessity 

and to improve his working style continuously through working, cultivating political ideology and holding  

discussions constantly remaining among the masses. develop, but in spite of that he will not develop, if he 

does not identify himself with the revolutionary activities and go into the masses  getting  him  involved  

intensively  in  carrying  out revolutionary struggle…. 

The party cannot create work for any cadre.  Here lies  the  intrinsic  quality  of  each  cadre.  This 

characteristic feature of a cadre is reflected in the phenomenon that, going beyond whatever work is assigned 

to him by the party, he is creating many more works among the people living around him. …But have you 

ever thought that why a cadre, who starts to perform with great zeal along with a team of comrades, if taken 

out from his team and deputed to work alone at a place where there are no friends and party workers, where 

the party is not in a flourishing state or has hardly any organizational work, will run away from there within 

two days?  

It is seen that a cadre loses enthusiasm after a certain time even while working with the people, friends and 

party workers, but he takes only a few days, or at best one month to lose his spirit if he is sent to an isolated 

vacant place. What does it mean?  

This means that he does not feel the urge to grasp political education and political ideology … He takes it by 

and large in a superficial way; …Realization of this pleasure of life and its other aspects begin to grow bit by 

bit in his mind. For that reason the comrade, who cannot make himself a revolutionary at the initial stage of 

his energetic involvement in the party and who does not make himself accustomed to creative works, who 

does not try to or cannot occupy the position of a leader of the people by creating necessary works through his 

own efforts, faces such problems and suffers from the ebb….we must have to understand that in this thorny 

path of revolution there are plenty of sorrows and pains, but still it is joyful. While treading along the road to 

revolution the revolutionaries bleed with sorrows and sufferings, but to them the orbit and the ambience of 

revolution is full of joy. …There is turmoil in this life; but in spite of that it is a noble and honourable life.  

Does this feeling of joy that we feel in this life, develop around the sense of duty alone? If we do not find it in 

the form of pleasure and dignity, all struggles will end before long under the pressure of duty. You will be 

bored soon and will not be able to go further….Everyone should live collectively with others like a living 



organism; otherwise we cannot examine our general character as well as its different traits and with many 

other things; also it does not come to the notice where our deficiencies lie. Significance of living together 

whether it is in a commune, or a party centre or an party office, is that many things appear before us, many 

points come to our notice, many things are put into examination and we are to face many a conflict. So this is 

the necessity of living together…. 

Now we are about to enter into the second  phase, when  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  build  only  a  few  

local organizations here and there, but in the position of trying to transform our party into a larger mass party 

through taking initiative for building mass movements and widespread mass organizations. …I need to  know 

the  views  of  my  party  in  such  a  way  that  I  can reproduce it in my own language. I should meticulously 

read the contents, which has been nicely articulated, explained and substantiated  with  arguments,  so  that  I  

can  realize  and reproduce them accordingly.  We have to inculcate them again and again  so  that  we  can  

master  them  well.  It  cannot  be denied that we are taking the party to the people and we are working among 

them.  But only by shouting the slogan, “Go to the Masses”, we cannot accomplish all our tasks and learn 

everything; nor can we assert our task that the leadership is asserting now, no matter how ardently we wish 

it….Many good and decent comrades, who have culturally advanced a lot in terms of revolutionary character, 

should also remould themselves a little more in accordance with this new need. … 

 Our cadres do not study seriously by underlining the important portions of the texts, they just read casually.  

Many of the comrades leave a book by reading once. They do not read again and again and discuss 

repeatedly among themselves.  As they do not discuss among themselves, the power of critical observation 

does not develop within them.  It may be kept in mind that so many things are there to understand in which I 

am reading.  And if there is none, still I should try to improve the understanding of its  contents  from  

various  sides. Both these  are  necessary…. 

Do not keep yourselves enclosed in limited areas. Come out and carry the politics of our party into the masses 

on your own initiatives and mobilize the people in different organizations. If each of you performs this task on 

your own initiative and idea, in no time the party as well as you will gain so much strength that you will reach 

the position to earn admiration of all…. 

You have now a number of party organs. I have found a strange thing that, when the party acts from above to 

raise a campaign, sale of  the  organs  increases.  But  you  are  not  thinking continuously that it is absolutely 

obligatory for every comrade to keep party organs with him. Apart from the allotted quota by  the  unit  every  

comrade  must  keep  one  copy  each individually. It has twofold utility. One is that, he can read it often; he 



will get the chance to read it in his leisure time by taking it out from his bag even while travelling by bus or 

train. The other one is that, he will always have that single copy with him even after all the copies sold out, for 

which he will be able to read out the relevant portions from it to an available group of 5 or 10 people or discus 

with them whenever it is necessary…Collective reading is an organization. …Where classes are held on the 

basis of question and answer should continue as it is; but arrangements should be made for  making the 

participants of the classes read beforehand our organs,  the  literatures  and  the  books,  which  have  been 

published currently. One of the comrades will read out and all the comrades will participate in discussions on 

the matters what is being read. It should be held in a systematic way. It is the most essential task….Wherever 

you  go, despite your several assignments you do not forget to enquire about whether your party organ and 

especially that particular issue in which that important article was published has reached there, and if reached 

whether the concerned people read it or not. Also you should enquire about whether those who have gone 

through these articles have read them aloud before the others…you should keep on watching the mood of the 

public continuously while tackling them. You should learn to make out when one can be made understand or 

hear…stay with them and the way of remaining with them should be like a revolutionary. That means while 

staying with them you should not be swayed by the current of their culture and become a bird of the same 

feather. Do not turn to be just one of their associates. Remain with them within the ambience  of  their  

association  maintaining  your  own characteristic features and character. That will be enough.  This alone will 

induce those people to change gradually and also help grow your influence over them… 

Every one of you should perform, perform to the best of your level and equip yourself….master the  process  

how  the  party  asks  you  to  grasp  the  tenets  of Marxism-Leninism, how the party explains these things, 

how it speaks  of  applying them  and  how it  has  analyzed them in different spheres….If you continue to do 

your own works in this way, the future is with you.” 


