Comrade Provash Ghosh on Bangladesh situation

The student community of Bangladesh has been conducting a historic movement. Facing
batons, bullets and bayonets day after day, sacrificing hundreds of lives, they are struggling to
overthrow the despotic government there. A massive mass uprising is taking place in
Bangladesh, millions of people are still on the streets today, 5 August, 2024. A little while ago
the news came that the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had been forced to resign bowing down to
the demand of the people. This news has reached here. The Bangladesh military wanted to take
over power. But the people are saying that they want an interim government. Now the discussion
over this is going on. I would like to remind you that those who are canvassing that the Islamic
fundamentalist force Jamaat, or another corrupt bourgeois party BNP are behind this historic
movement, are not correct. It is a false propaganda.SingingRabindraSangeet, NazrulGeeti,
Dwijendralal's song, songs of victory, Mohini Chowdhury's 'MuktiMandirSopano Tale which
had once inspired the youth of Bengal during the anti-British freedom movement, the struggling
students of Bangladesh are marching in protest, breaking barricades, making supreme sacrifice
and embracing martyrdom in thousands. The influence of these songs which once spread
throughout India are now reverberating in the voice of this struggling students of Bangladesh,
today. I am not aware whether you know or not, that there is a university hall in Cumilla, named
after Sheikh Hasina. This student community has changed the name to Shanti-Suniti hall and
dedicated it to the memory of Shanti and Suniti. Who were Shanti and Suniti? Most of the people
of Bengal have forgotten their names. When these two girls were the students of class nine, they
shot a tyrant British superintendent. They were sentenced life imprisonment for their
revolutionary feat. As a legacy of the glorious tradition of undivided Bengal, the people of
Bangladesh once built up a historic language movement in 1952. Later that movement gathered
huge momentum and overthrew the erstwhile autocratic Pakistan Government, drove them away
from the soil of former East Pakistan and established independent sovereign Bangladesh. Similar
to autocratic Pakistani rulers, Sheikh Hasina's Government was also ruthlessly oppressing
people, butchering thousands of students. So, the student community of Bangladesh raised
demand of her resignation.

This movement is not against India, not against the people of India. Indian monopolists who
are looting this country, are looting Bangladesh also as imperialist power. And in plundering
Bangladesh, they are competing with Chinese imperialism who are also trying to exploit the
market of Bangladesh. For this reason, the Indian government has not opened its mouth against
Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League Government; rather supported it so far. So, the people of
Bangladesh are against the Indian monopolists and big industrialists. Their wrath is against the
exploitative Indian government.

(As said in the mass meeting on 5 August in Kolkata)



Interview to a social media portal on 7 August 2024

As I'said on 5 August, the demands of the students of Bangladesh are totally democratic and
legitimate. I have also said that when lakhs of students were fighting against the autocratic
Hasina regime, facing bullets, shedding blood and embracing martyrdom, songs of Rabindranath,
Nazrul, Dwijendralal and Mohini Chowdhury were on their lips. There was no Hindu-Muslim
divide among them. Those who have laid down their lives belonged to both Muslim and Hindu
communities. Hasina government sought to brutally and fascistically suppress the movement
with bullets and batons, let loose armed stormtroopers of Chhatra League and police on the
protesting students. When the students tried to resist the onslaught, the police opened fire
indiscriminately. Consequent to that, the student community of Bangladesh became more
aggrieved and enraged, burst into protest. Even the common masses also became vocal with
protests. With every passing day, many fell to the bullets of Hasina government and the number
of precious blooming lives so lost might be over a thousand. Nobody is in a position to say
correctly how many lives were lost. This movement was not organized by any fundamentalist
force. That is the reality. Under pressure of movement, Hasina was forced to tender resignation.
This has been a historic victory. In this sub-continent, a similar upheaval of the masses had taken
place in Sri Lanka a few months back. Now such an upsurge was seen in Bangladesh. No
political leader had led this movement from the front. Nor was there any political party behind it.
This has absolutely been a spontaneous outburst of accumulated grievances just like the way a
spark causes a prairie fire. This is my observation. I shall read out a statement of the protesting
students. According to them, after beating retreat, Awami League and Chhatra League are
hatching a conspiracy to malign the movement. My supposition is that the police had only
opened fire but the military was not involved in it. The lower rank of the military had mounted
immense pressure on their leadership for not opening fire on the protesters. But the police force
in which many Awami League supporters got jobs, was instrumental in orchestrating brutal
suppression of the movement. Now, there is no police, no military patrolling the streets. So, there
is indeed a ploy behind it. There have been some incidents of loot, vandalism and attack on the
religious shrines of the minorities. In some cases, the people belonging to minority community
were also attacked. I do not know whether anyone was killed. There might be one or two isolated
incidents. But the moment such things were noticed, the student community raised their voice of
protest and came out on the streets.

I shall read out the statement of Asif Mahmood, one of the chief coordinator of the
movement, from which you will understand how seriously they have been viewing such heinous
activities of the defeated forces.

"By launching attacks on the Hindus, Buddhists and Christians, Awami League is trying to
fuel the old nasty divisive politics. We call upon the students and masses to rise in vehement
protest and foil the conspiracy, frustrate any attempt to attack any temple, pagoda or church.

Give a befitting reply to the vandals. We have been able to undo all the noxious moves of the
Awami League and shall be successful in doing so this time as well. National unity is our
strength."”

This is their call. Responding to this call, thousands of students have taken the field to
thwart any move to persecute the minorities. They are guarding various religious shrines. |
myself have seen photos of Madrasa students guarding Hindu temples. The speech I have just
read out is being broadcast through mike from every mosque. The Hindu localities are also being
guarded to repeal any attack. So, there is no reason to believe that the fighting students have any



link with the communal-fundamentalist forces. Rather they are staunchly opposed to such
divisive incendiary forces. They have been mustering all their strength to keep such evil forces at
bay.

I have already said that this movement is democratic and is voicing people's demands. Now
there can be a possibility of opportunist forces taking advantage of the movement to buttress
their own sectarian agenda of riding to power. BNP and Jammat are chief opponents of Awami
League in power game. The left forces are very weak in Bangladesh and their role in this
movement is also not anything worth mentioning. So, the leftists are not at this moment any
formidable opposition to Awami League. If election takes place, these right-wing forces might
come to power. I am confident that the way the students have fought against the anti-people
fascist autocratic rule of the Awami League, they will in the same way rise against the anti-
people communal politics of BNP-Jammat. I firmly believe that the students will also direct the
blow against them once they find their rule as pro-capitalist class.

I am of the opinion that the conscious people of our country have no reason to be confused.

There is another sinister motive by the vested interest of our country. Those who cultivate arch
communal anti-Muslim doctrine of Hindutva are on the lookout for any opportunity which can
be used as a plea to fan up communal fanaticism and anti-Muslim hatred. Some of the media
houses are also party to this noxious design. The social media also abounds in such nasty
campaign. Neither these media houses nor the ill-motived social media groups are really
highlighting what is the stand of the struggling students of Bangladesh. They are not giving any
coverage of how the Madrasa students are guarding Hindu temples or protecting the Hindu
localities. Without bringing such positive features to the fore, these news quarters are only
propagating what would suit the sinister interest of the ruling dispensation by creating an anti-
Muslim communal environment in this country, destroying the unity of the toiling masses and
establishing Hindu vote banks.
I appeal to the people of West Bengal as well as entire India not to be carried by such baseless
motivated propaganda cunningly spread by the quarters of vested interest. I reiterate that in the
movement of Bangladesh, not only Muslim but Hindu students, both male and female, have
sacrificed their lives. Blood of both the communities have soaked the streets. There was no
communal divide. Awami league is weaving this ploy with an ulterior motive by keeping police
inactive so that such a glorious movement can be maligned, communal forces can gain strength
in West Bengal and the Hindu communal forces who are trying to exploit the developments in
Bangladesh to their advantage are helped. I once again fervently call upon the Indian people not
to fall victim to this motivated campaign.



