
Call of 24 April  

 
While the red flag of the SUCI(C), the genuine communist party on Indian soil, founded, 

reared and steered by Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, an outstanding Marxist thinker of the era in 

finest continuation of Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin-Mao Zedong, flies from corner to corner of 

the country, we prepare to observe its 78th Foundation Day that falls on 24 April this year. 24 

April. This very day, conjures up a host of memories in our mind of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, 

of his lifelong uncompromising unflinching struggle, braving all odds, overcoming all 

obstacles with revolutionary audacity, to launch the process of accomplishing proletarian 

revolution in India. And in doing so he reached the stature of a giant communist leader and 

teacher. This day brings to mind anew his momentous teachings and warnings way back in 

the 1940s and 1960s while analyzing international and national issues, developments and 

dangers that loomed large in both the spheres, and of how they proved to be tragically true.  

Not for nothing that our Party, the finest creation of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, that 

started its journey on this very day of 24 April in 1948 with just a handful of revolutionary 

compatriots, has now become a considerable force to reckon with. A force of organizing, as 

well as intensifying, class and mass struggles that are attracting more and more toiling 

masses. Our Party as detached vanguard of the revolutionary proletariat of the country, is the 

very embodiment of valuable teachings of Marxism-Leninism that adherence to the correct 

base political line decides everything. Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Thought, reflecting an 

elaborated, developed and enriched understanding of Marxism-Leninism in the contemporary 

world situation, has transcended the barrier of the country to inspire communist 

revolutionaries abroad. In stark contrast, all other parties on this soil, big or small, of 

whatever colour and hue, and whatever their nomenclature, from Communist to Marxist-



Leninist, i.e. all those considered leftist parties continue to split and further split becoming 

more and more emaciated  due to their wrong political line since their inception.  

The sad collapse of the mighty socialist camp, following the dismantling of socialism in 

Soviet Union and later in China because of counter-revolution from prolonged practice of 

revisionism fuelled by the imperialist-capitalist forces and consequent collapse of mighty 

socialist camp has dealt such a blow to the world communist movement which once was at 

the peak of glory and making bold strides ahead, that it is yet to fully recover from this 

setback. It also raised question among many about very sustainability of socialism. While 

many leftist as well as communist parties suffered from despondency, our Party guided by 

Marxism-Leninism-Shibdas Ghosh Thought has not been surprised although shocked by this 

setback, symptoms of which had been correctly discerned long before by Comrade Shibdas 

Ghosh. In fact, way back in 1948 he had drawn attention to certain serious shortcomings of 

the international communist movement, stating, "While acknowledging with just pride and 

deference the very many achievements and successes and glorious sacrifices of the world 

communist movement, we have not failed, even for a moment, to point out the serious 

shortcomings in it...are largely due to the fact that the present leadership of the world 

communist camp is, to a very large extent, influenced by mechanical process of 

thinking…whereas the leadership of the communist parties should have been developed 

through struggle and interaction of ideas between all members of the party, between the 

leaders and the rank and file and through deriving knowledge from different kinds of 

experiences of the world communist movement, most of the parties have chosen the easy way 

of mechanical centralization which has led to the formation of bureaucratic leadership at the 

top." He also showed that differences of opinion in the international communist movement by 

the early sixties had turned into recriminations to the delight of the imperialists and to the 

detriment of the revolutionary working class movement. Warning against its dangerous 

possibility, he pointed at that time to the scientific process of resolving the differences among 

the communist parties, and emphasized that "maintenance of the unity of the working class 

and the international communist movement and the solidarity of the socialist camp is now of 

paramount importance. All other issues are subordinated to it."  But this warning was not 

heeded. After sad demise of great Stalin in 1953, the Soviet leadership had been usurped by 

the revisionists and the process of counter-revolution began to take its course. From the very 

first Comrade Shibdas Ghosh flagged Khrushchev's revisionist proposition about possibility 

of peaceful revolution in many capitalist and former colonial countries, made in the 20th 

Congress of CPSU (in 1956), stating, "...This trend of thinking by Khrushchev is sure to 



generate the trend of reformism-revisionism in the communist movement of different 

countries."  And about personality cult and Stalin cult, in connection with which Khrushchev 

had leveled so many accusations against Stalin, in the 20th Congress Comrade Shibdas 

Ghosh held, "... it appears that in the name of fighting the cult of individual they are fighting 

a person who has departed. Otherwise, in our opinion, it was incumbent on them to discuss 

and explain mainly their own role and contribution in the rise of this cult of individual. 

Because, if the root cause of development of the cult of individual is not thoroughly laid bare, 

then the cult of individual which is nothing but absolute authoritarianism may even be 

indulged in by the Central Committee of the CPSU through its activities.'' Evaluating Stalin's 

role as that of a giant leader, when Khrushchev and his ilk had embarked on a spree of de-

Stalinization,Comrade Shibdas Ghosh cautioned. "...the present understanding of Leninism, 

as distinct from social-democracy and Trostskyism, is due to Stalin. ... …To black out Stalin 

would have the inevitable result of disowning his authority and consequently of rejecting his 

interpretation of Leninism, which is the present-day understanding of Marxism-Leninism…. 

In short, it would objectively uncrown Lenin himself." 

Comrade Shibdas Ghosh also reminded us that according to Marxism-Leninism, 

socialism is an intermediary phase in transition from capitalism to communism. In this 

transitional phase, the defeated bourgeoisie leaves no stone unturned to return to power and 

tries to concentrate its attack in the superstructure or mental sphere by fomenting all sorts of 

bourgeois thoughts, ideas and attitudes, as well as forces of habits that engender self-

centeredness, individualism and so forth, thus creating a fertile ground for revisionism to 

raise its ugly head. In other words, class struggle intensifies in the mental sphere and if the 

revolutionary party of the proletariat does not give due attention to this aspect to release an all 

embracing ideological-cultural struggle involving the people to uplift their ideological and 

cultural standard and successfully thwart the insidious revisionist advances, eventually 

counter-revolution cannot be thwarted.  

If we turn to national sphere, the situation is extremely adverse. Comrade Shibdas Ghosh 

had analysed how capitalism-imperialism, now in its death-throes, would continue to breed 

more and more evils in every walk of life. With every passing day, we find his forewarning 

proving to be prophetically true. Keeping up a mere façade of parliamentary democracy, the 

ruling Indian monopolists, who have long acquired imperialist character and aspiring to 

become a global superpower within no time, are fully backing a fascist autocratic government 

at the Centre, and squarely passing on the entire brunt of escalating capitalist crisis on the 

toiling people, distressed and pauperized to the core, due to spiralling price rise, staggering 



height of unemployment , denial of proper education and healthcare and so forth. Corruption 

is rampant. Crime rate is soaring. Nepotism is at its zenith. Justice is eluding. Election has 

been reduced to a farce. Cultural-ethical-moral degeneration is propelled by incessant 

promotion of vulgarity, obscenity, sex-perversion, spread of idle rumour, diffusion of mutual 

hatred, narrow sectarian communalism, growing disunity and disaffection among various 

communities of people. Apart from this social media is awash with self-annihilating anti-life 

thoughts. The entire course is to dehumanize the people so that no saner feeling, higher 

values, tenderness, decency, modesty, concern for others and rational bent of mind remain 

alive in them. In 1967, he showed what policy a genuine communist party should adopt if it 

gets a chance to form government in a bourgeois set up.  

With his deep insight based on correct understanding and application of Marxian 

science, Comrade Shibdas Ghosh had concluded many decades back that fascism would be 

manifest in all imperialist capitalist countries, advanced or backward, as a general feature in 

post Second World War situation. Defining fascism as "a historically conditioned form of 

counter-revolution in which capitalism seeks to stave off revolution by an anticipatory move. 

It is designed to save the crisis-ridden, chaos-discredited capitalist order from collapse in the 

face of mounting dissatisfaction of the people against the existing system", he showed that its 

distinguishing features "are mainly economic centralization, maximum concentration of 

political power in the state, rigid firmness in administration—all this leading to more and 

more identification of the interest of the monopolists with that of the state—and cultural 

regimentation through a peculiar fusion of spiritualism and technological aspects of 

science." If one turns to the national scenario, all these features will be clearly manifested. 

The rule of the BJP government, now most trusted by the ruling bourgeoisie, is emblematic 

of defined fascist autocracy. Today economic concentration in the hand of the state is marked 

by introduction of 'one nation, one tax' like GST, de facto power of central government to 

decide fuel price, arbitrarily and unilaterally, increased militarization of economy and so 

forth. Moreover introduction of Aadhaar card and linking these with bank accounts—now 

made compulsory even for the unlettered to avail of one or another central scheme—and of 

late even to voting cards, is leading increasingly to unprecedented centralization.  Political 

concentration is marked by growing encroachments on the rights of states especially in the 

sphere of education, systematic curtailment of remnants of democratic functioning of 

institutions, and of hard-earned civil and democratic rights by promulgation of one after 

another black acts, while at the same time subverting self-governance of autonomous 

institutions like Election Commission, University Grants Commission, etc. This trend is also 



evident in the slogans being raised like 'one nation, one election' and pressing into action 

coercive state machinery like police/military/para-military to gag voice of protest. Another 

worrying feature is the increasing fanning of Hindu communalism, Hindu religious codes, 

customs, backwardness, obscurantism, bigotry and fanaticism, replacing rationality by blind 

faith coupled with emphasis on technological development like space science, digitization, 

artificial intelligence, etc., are signs of peculiar admixture of spiritualism and technological 

aspects of science which is the cultural foundation of fascism. The pseudo-Marxists or social-

democrats have long history of compromise with capitalism, their embracement of 

parliamentarian vote politics by abandoning the path of struggle, their 'politics of consensus' 

with known bourgeois parties like the Congress just for the sake of a few seats in elections 

fully confirm the bitter truth of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh's prognosis about them. As against 

this politics of capitulation, we are firmly holding aloft the red flag symbolizing struggle for 

emancipation. It bears recall in this connection another important teaching of Comrade 

Shibdas Ghosh: "The essence, the living soul, the kernel of any great and revolutionary 

ideology of every age is ingrained in its higher cultural and ethical standard. That the 

communists of today must assimilate the living soul or kernel of the proletarian culture—a 

much higher cultural-ethical standard and sense of values than even the highest of the 

humanist culture, ethics and sense of values the bourgeois revolution of that age could 

attain." Our Party has been built on this edifice and so is distinctly differentiated from others 

in a society teeming in rampant corruption, malfeasance, misfeasance, criminalization of 

politics, soaring cultural-moral degeneration, absence of values,  vulgar opportunism, 

nepotism, sectarianism and lure for lucre and power.  

This is a situation which calls for launching a powerful united organized protracted mass 

movement on the burning problems of life based on higher proletarian culture and morality 

and under correct revolutionary leadership, set up people's struggle committees as 

instruments of struggle and ensure dawning of necessary political consciousness of the 

masses, as an alternative to deceptive bourgeois politics of pelf and power. The redeeming 

feature, the sparkle in pervading darkness, is people's growing response to the movements we 

are developing in right earnest round the country. The gloom has started to drift. We also 

remember in this connection Comrade Shibdas Ghosh's inspiring words: "There are two types 

of men-one who is afraid of facing problems while the other has the guts to confront and 

combat…we, the conscious revolutionary workers, are not afraid of problems. We are always 

ready to face all sorts of problems, our only problem is how to tackle them correctly and 

manly. …The essence of revolutionary life is to find happiness in the stress and strain of 



struggles and problems-life without problem is sterile." This is how he advised us to lead an 

honourable life.  

So, 24 April this year is of immense significance. It carries message of abolition of 

exploitation of man by man. More the people are coming in contact with Comrade Shibdas 

Ghosh Thought, the more they feel drawn towards that and inspired by his arduous but 

determined struggle to pave the path of Indian revolution for which he founded the SUCI(C), 

the revolutionary party of the proletariat. While concretizing Marxism-Leninism in the 

concrete conditions of India he also analysed the emerging problems in life and society and 

delineated the way to confront and resolve these, showing how Marxism-Leninism needs to 

be applied in all aspects of life to emerge as a true revolutionary.  In the process he enriched 

this noble ideology and brought its understanding to a new height.  Every day we see our 

brothers rot, our sisters outraged, the aged humiliated, children starved of rudimentary 

nutrition, fellow citizens dying of hunger, unemployed youth initiated into unethical 

livelihood, retrenched workers and debt-stricken peasants committing suicide, the air rent 

with wails and woes of lakhs of deprived and persecuted. As ardent students of Marxism-

Leninism-Shibdas Ghosh Thought we must bend all our energies to free people from these 

tentacles of a worn-out system premised on exploitation of man by man. Comrade Shibdas 

Ghosh Thought is the beacon. Etched in our heart is the teaching of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh: 

"…politics calls for noble feelings of heart. Nobler still is the feeling that spurs on to 

revolutionary politics. Tender as it is in one way, inherent in it are stern reality, strict 

discipline, and steadfast sense of duty…The pain and sorrow of the entire society together 

with the revolutionary transformation they underwent in the realm of values made such a 

penetrating impact on the revolutionaries that they have become steeled in their resolve to 

make revolution a concrete reality. That is why the revolutionaries never neglect their duty." 

Long Live 24 April 

Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Shibdas Ghosh Thought 

Long Live SUCI (C) 

 

 


