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They braved all odds, overcame all hurdles—sweltering heat, torrential rain, water-logging-
commencement of harvesting season—to throng in thousands at Rani Rashmoni Road, Kolkata, 
venue of 48th Memorial Day meeting of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, Founder General Secretary of 
the SUCI(C) and an outstanding Marxist thinker of the era, who taught them how to lead an 
honourable life by taking active part in the revolutionary struggle of the masses premised on 
higher proletarian culture, ethics and morality, to bring about a revolutionary transformation of 
the society. So before the scheduled time of the meeting, there was overflowing crowd bearing 
testimony of how Comrade Shibdas Ghosh's invaluable teachings have imbued them in such a 
way that they have voluntarily come forward to shoulder the task history has enjoined them. True 
that the day of 5 August is a day of profound grief to all those dedicated to the cause of 
revolution because it was the day Comrade Shibdas Ghosh who unleashed a historic arduous 
struggle for over thirty years to build up SUCI(C) as the genuine communist party on the Indian 
soil and in the process exhausted himself so much that he passed away prematurely. But at the 
same time, this day demands of all to renew their pledge to remain unflinching in their resolve to 
prove themselves as worthy students of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, spread out Party organization 
throughout the length and breadth of the country, holding aloft the banner of revolutionary 
leftism against all reactionary forces and pseudo-Marxists, and reach out to maximum number of 
toiling people with Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Thought.  

Just one year ago, on this very day, a mammoth rally held at Brigade Parade Ground, 
Kolkata, on the occasion of the conclusion of Birth Centenary of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh 
(Comrade Ghosh's birthday is also 5 August). That rally organized in full-fledged rainy season 
proved how deeply and widely Comrade Shibdas Ghosh and the SUCI(C) have been able to 
rouse the masses. That rally, biggest in terms of gathering and steeled in revolutionary spirit, 
created an indelible mark on the people of the entire West Bengal and even of other states and 



advanced the progress of the Party on a large scale. Even the mainstream media, who generally 
remain silent about big meetings or rallies organized by the SUCI(C), had no alternative but to 

cover the rally either live on electronic media or in print the next 
morning. They were taken aback as to how could a party with no 
MLA or MP, not a vote-bird, virtually blacklisted in the media and 
dependent entirely on public support and contributions, emerge so 
big with the passage of time bearing the torch of Marxism-Leninism-
Shibdas Ghosh Thought. Public discussions went on for days. How 
did the SUCI(C) acquire such strength almost unnoticed? How was it 
possible to turn lush green Brigade Parade ground into a red Brigade 
worthy of the name? But they do not know that truth is invincible, 
truth is concrete and decisive. Those who pursue truth, scientific 
truth, cannot but emerge victorious in the long run. Moreover, truth 
has never been majority in an exploitative society. It always remains 
as minority but finally plays decisive role in revolutionary 

transformation of the society.  
When the meeting commenced, the venue was fully packed with crowd spreading beyond 

the boundaries. When several thousands of chairs were filled up, those who came late sat on the 
street. The well-decorated dais bedecked with a huge portrait of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh 
beckoned from afar. Garlanding and floral tributes were done by the party and frontal leaders. 
Comrade Chiraranjan Chakraborty, Central Committee member, presided over the meeting.  

In his address as the main speaker, Comrade Provash Ghosh, our beloved General Secretary, 
said that as shown by Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, election is a bourgeois politics. During election, 
people are carried away by the propaganda of the parliamentary party or parties backed by the 
ruling class. The General Election of 2024 has again proved his words. Though people were 
severely aggrieved against the ruling BJP, the capitalist class was successful in bringing back the 

party in power, albeit without absolute majority. The electioneering was marked by unabated use 
of foul languages, mud slinging, and slanders, without focussing on people's issues. This once 
again exposed the debased form of bourgeois politics. It has once again proved that no problem 
of the common people can be solved through election. Outbreak of powerful mass movement is 
the only way to achieve people's demands. 

Comrade Provash Ghosh then referred to the historic movement of the students of 
Bangladesh and pointed out that as campaigned by the vested interest in India, this movement is 
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not launched by any communal-fundamentalist forces or power-greedy bourgeois parties. It has 
been a spontaneous outbreak of accumulated grievances centering on the employment quota 
verdict.  

Dealing with international issues, Comrade Provash Ghosh said that the bourgeois 
democracy is now totally degenerated. The USA which once raised the slogan of "By the people, 
For the people, Of the People", has now become the worst imperialist power and is engineering 
genocides throughout the world. War is a crying necessity of crisis-ridden capitalism-
imperialism. That's why, Russian imperialism has also launched a war on Ukraine which is 
backed by NATO members.  

Turning to the national situation he said that the country is suffering from severe 
unemployment. Economic disparity has risen manifold. 40% property of the country has been 
accumulated in the hands of the capitalists who are only 1% of the population. Whereas, the 
poorest 50% have only 1% of the property. Recently, the country has witnessed the majestic 
marriage ceremony of Ambani's son where more than Rs 5000 crore were spent whereas the 
majority of the population is languishing in utter poverty. The parliamentary parties are serving 
the interests of the ruling capitalist class and have become their servants.   

He said, the RSS-BJP are bent upon erasing the teachings of Rammohan, Vidyasagar, 
JotibaPhule and other pioneers of the Indian Renaissance. They are tacitly eliminating 
renaissance literature and scientific theories from the shool and college curricula thereby 
destroying the process of development of rational scientific bent of mind. He showed that not 
only the SanghParivar, but also the Congress leaders and leaders of the other regional parties also 
peddled soft-Hindutva by visiting temples and fanning Hindu religious sentiments before 
election which is starkly opposed to secular democratic values and conduct.  

He referred to the rampant corruption of the TMC leaders and ministers in the state and said 
that this party is also purchasing votes offering money and doles to the poor people. They are 
following the path of the previous CPIM-led Left Front Government, by patronizing syndicates 
of land-dealers, promoters, and money swindlers. 

Comrade Provash Ghosh said that the CPI(M) has maligned leftism during their 34 years of 
rule in West Bengal. They had unleashed brutal firing on the workers and peasants. To suppress 
the anti-eviction movement at Nandigram, they even used the miscreants for gang-rape of the 
women. When the need of the hour is to build up a united powerful left movement against the 
exploitation and oppression of the ruling capitalist class and form a struggling left alternative to 
the bourgeois vote politics, they are tailing the Congress to bag a few seats.  

He appealed to the honest workers of the party to judge on the anvil of logic, reason and acts 
whether the CPI(M) ever practised Marxism. He appealed to the people to view each and every 
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development from class angularity and class politics. Ours is a class-divided society. So, every 
political party in our country is either a bourgeois party or a working-class party. So, the 
working-class people have to recognize which is the genuine working-class party.  

Comrade Provash Ghosh pointed out that the existing capitalist system has become obsolete. 
It does not hesitate to push the world to the brink of ruination by endangering the environment to 
reap maximum profit. The decadent moribund capitalism is out to destroy ethics, culture, social 
values and finer feelings. The only way to get rid of it is to overthrow this exploitative system 
through accomplishment of socialist revolution. For that, we have to build up the mass struggle 
committees in every locality, in every area. We have to save our children and young from the 
deadly attack of the degraded bourgeois culture.  

People listened to the speech of Comrade Provash Ghosh with rapt attention.  Many 
supporters or workers from other political parties, also came to listen to him. One of them said 
that it was not a meeting, it was a political class. A passer-by stopped at the roadside to hear his 
words. He could not go away till the end of the meeting. "Just unthinkable", he commented. "The 
SUCI(C) leaders do not use foul language like other political parties." A police officer on duty 

was standing nearby. He exclaimed: "This party has become so big!" His fellow 
policemen said, "Don't forget. They dared to hold a Brigade Rally last year." A 
veteran came from the South 24 Parganas district. He was telling his grandson, 
"Perhaps I will not be able to attend this rally next year. But you must come. It's 
the only hope!"  

The sun was setting. But the red flags were fluttering.  They were 
beckoning to march ahead. The meeting ended with The Internationale. The 
crowd was returning. They know that it is not dark everywhere; there's a party 

which is struggling imbued with Marxism-Leninism-Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Thought to usher 
in revolutionary transformation of the society. 
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