
Tens of thousands march in Kolkata to observe  

50th Memorial Day of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh 

 
 

You can kill me with bullets, but you cannot purchase me—these were the words of the great 

Marxist leader Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, Founder of SUCI(C), who instilled this lofty sense of 

honour, this exemplary boldness to defy death among communist revolutionaries and among the 

struggling toiling people who dream of an emancipated India and of the whole world. This is the 

reason the exploited, humiliated, tortured millions assemble on 5 August to pledge to cultivate 

deeper—which continues unabated—the revolutionary teachings of the great teacher and leader 

of the proletariat as on this day in 1976, he passed away prematurely drowning the working class 

deep in agony. 

5 August this year marked the 50th Memorial Day of this outstanding Marxist thinker of this era.  

The Day this year has once again struck the unmistakable note of undying revolutionary 

inspiration and purposiveness our party has assimilated from the great leader, teacher and guide 

of the proletariat—Comrade Shibdas Ghosh. A mass meeting on the occasion organized by West 

Bengal State Committee, at Rani Rashmoni Avenue, at the heart of Kolkata city, had stood out 

resplendent not only on the merit of this solemn occasion, but the heroic manner in which this 

day of great historic significance, was observed in the face of all conceivable hazards. This day, 

however much fraught with deepest sorrow at the remembrance of what we and the toiling 

millions the world over have lost, was nevertheless, a day of immeasurable pride at what his 

greatest creation-the SUCI(C)— has been able to achieve under his very ideological leadership, 

in the course of 50 years. One offered the challenge—the other is the proud recognition that the 

Party has stood the test. The comrades solemnly pledge anew to fulfil his behest with the last drop 



of blood. And the toiling millions of the state could not but accept that our Party, along with its 

thousands of workers, supporters and sympathizers, have not held back in striving to rise to the 

challenge. With all the districts of this state completely flooded by incessant heavy showers for 

days on, and with all communications jeopardized, few could expect the poor tillers and 

agricultural  labourers of district villages to be able to turn up for the memorial meeting, with 

many of them having lost their hearth and home in the current state of disastrous flood. Yet they 

came, and not in small numbers, but in tens of thousands, from flood-swept Birbhum, Purulia, 

Nadia, Midnapur, Murshidabad, South 24 Parganas and several other districts of the state, 

including those of North Bengal. Carrying the message for all: Do not despair; you have the 

leader, the Party and the road before you. Misery, no doubt, tries to strangle you with unrelenting 

hands. And signs are too clear of a full scale conspiracy against the Party by the ruling 

bourgeoisie, its social democrat collaborators, its pliant media and administration. But nothing 

can deter the legions of revolution, the ardent students of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh from 

discharging the responsibility history has bestowed on them. In front of the huge rally, stood tall 

the towering dais, covered in deep red. From there Comrade Shibdas Ghosh in a huge portrait, 

with an expectant look, towering above the animated assembly beckoning to all to fulfil the 

revolutionary task he had commenced: “Your lot can change only if you will realize that the basic 

question of your emancipation is inalienably linked with the question of transforming the entire 

society of India with the might of anti-capitalist socialist revolution”.  

It was a huge rally. People were agog with fervent slogans and raised fists, their eyes burning 

with determination. The meeting began with the vibrant strain—the song composed on 

COMRADE SHIBDAS GHOSH. Then the volunteers of Komsomol gave an inspiring guard of 

honour. After a brief introduction by Comrade Ashok Samanta, Central Committee member and 

President of the meeting, Comrade Provash Ghosh, beloved General Secretary of the Party and 

an ardent student of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, rose to deliver his speech as the main speaker. 

Comrade Provash Ghosh, at the outset, explained what prompted Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, then 

in his early teens to join the revolutionary trend of the freedom movement and later realize that 

the glorious freedom movement was not being guided to its logical end mainly in absence of a 

real communist party on the soil. When in prison after arrest for participating in the 1942 Quit 

India movement, he decided to take upon himself the historic task of building a genuine 

communist party on the Leninist model by fulfilling all necessary conditions. With this 

revolutionary audacity, he ventured to form the Party. 

When SUCI (C) was founded by him on 24 April 1948, he had only six revolutionary compatriots 

by his side. But he was convinced that if there was truth in his realization, history would one day 

give recognition to that. And history did recognize the truth and his historic arduous struggle for 

building the Party as the real instrument in the hands of the proletariat for accomplishing 



revolution. From only seven communists, everybody quite young, without any resources 

whatsoever, now the Party has spread far and wide, almost in every corner of the country.  

This has been for the invincible truth, which SUCI (C) has been upholding, that is the teachings 

of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, to which the exploited people are being attracted magnetically. One 

could see that the Party is avidly pursuing his invaluable teaching that the kernel of any noble 

ideology lies in its higher cultural-ethical-moral standard. Comrade Provash Ghosh then touched 

upon a few more points relevant in today’s context such as surge of communalism, the trusted 

political managers like the ruling BJP leaders turning into preachers of distorted versions of 

religion and so forth. He pointed out that in absence of mighty socialist bloc headed by the USSR, 

the imperialist sharks headed by US imperialism are unbridled in their pursuit of brigandage and 

war-mongering. Whole humanity is now under serious threat. Every sphere of life is now in crisis 

because of ruthlessly exploitative capitalist-imperialist rule. India is no exception. He called upon 

all to strengthen SUCI(C) so that the much-longed revolution does come by to emancipate people 

groaning under the yoke of capitalist-imperialist onslaught. The full speech of Comrade Provash 

Ghosh will be published later. 

The meeting ended with rendition of the Internationale.  

 

 


