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SUCI(C) demands
immediate
withdrawal of
draconian 130th
constitution

amendment bill

Comrade Provash Ghosh,
General Secretary, SUCI(C),
issued the following statement on
23-08-25:

The 130th  Constitution
Amendment Bill moved in the
parliament stipulating that if any
minister, including chief ministers
and the Prime Minister, is arrested
and held in custody for 30 straight
days, for an offence punishable by
five years or more in jail, he or she
must resign or lose office.
Apparently, this looks like a crusade
against  corruption. But the
underbelly of this  proposed
legislation is to hand over
unrestricted power to the ruling
establishment at the Centre to frame
any minister of the opposition camp
by weaponizing the central
investigation agencies like the CBI,
ED and NIA. We vehemently
oppose  this  draconian  Bill
overturning the well-established
principle of ‘innocent till proved
guilty’, violating The Representation
of the People Act, 1951 of the
Constitution and demand that this
legislation be withdrawn lock, stock
and barrel.

Long Live Great Mao Zedong

(26 Dec. 1893 — 9 Sep. 1976)

“Every Communist working
in the mass movements should be
a friend of the masses and not a
boss over them, an indefatigable
teacher and not a bureaucratic
politician.... As for people who
are politically backward,
Communists should not slight or
despise them, but should befriend
them, unite with them, convince
them and encourage them to go

forward. The  attitude  of

Communists towards any person
who has made mistakes in his
work  should be one of
persuasion in order to help him
change and start afresh and not
one of exclusion, unless he is
incorrigible.” [The Role of the
Chinese Communist Party in the
National War” (October
1938), Selected Works, Vol. II]

Pseudo-nationalism-patriotism of RSS-BJP

While addressing the nation
from the rampart of Red Fort on 15
August last, PM Modi, inter alia,
said that “...with great pride, I
wish to mention one ...institution.
..the Rashtriya  Swayamsevak
Sangh  ...founded... With the
resolve of nation-building, the
swayamsevaks  have, for a
century, dedicated their lives to
the welfare of the motherland.
..the Rashtriya  Swayamsevak
Sangh is the world’s largest NGO,
with a century-long history of
devotion. ..1 salute all the
swayamsevaks who have
contributed to this century-long
journey of national service, and
the nation takes pride in this
grand and dedicated journey of
the  Rashtriva  Swayamsevak
Sangh, which will continue to

inspire us.” Then he reminded all
that this year is “...the 125th birth
anniversary of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mukherjee. ...the first great
personality of the nation to
sacrifice  his  life  for the
Constitution of Bharat... the
removal of the wall of Article 370,
and the realization of the mantra
of ‘One Nation, One
Constitution’.” Few days back, the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT)
has released a special module on the
Partition, blaming Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, Congress and Lord
Mountbatten for the division of the
nation. A poster with photo of
Savarkar placed above Gandhiji,
Netaji Subhas and Bhagat Singh is
in circulation in the social media in
connection with observance of

Independence Day.
Four issues

So, there are four issues. PM
Modi has raised two. One, lauding
the part played by the RSS in nation
building, and the other praising the
role of Syama Prasad Mukherjee as
a personality of the nation. The third
one is about partition of the country
that the NCERT has raised
obviously under the instruction of the
RSS-BJP. And the fourth, ranking
V D Savarkar, the founder of Hindu
Mahasabha, and the first proponent
of the two nation theory based on
religion, not just pari passu with
Netaji Subhas, Bhagat Singh and
Gandhiji but above them. But as we
have said earlier also on more than
one occasions, neither of these
claims is affirmed by authentic
Contd. on page 2

SUCI(C) strongly
opposes forcible
imposition of Hindi

in Kashmir

Comrade Provash Ghosh,
General Secretary, SUCI(C),
issued the following statement on
24-08-25:

SUCI(C) strongly condemns
the nefarious move of the ruling
authorities to replace Urdu by Hindi
on the signboards in Jammu and
Kashmir, thereby  effectively
substituting Urdu language.
Obviously, this move is deliberate
and forceful imposition of Hindi in a
region where Urdu—alongside
various local languages—is widely
spoken, Urdu also holds deep

Contd. on page 5

6 August: Hiroshima Day observed as anti-war Day
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history. Rather, history corroborates
just the reverse. Let us take up the
issues one by one.
RSS—Hindu Mahasabha called
freedom movement reactionary
PM Modi also said that
“Countless people sacrificed their
lives for freedom, they dedicated
their entire youth, spent their lives
in prisons, and embraced the
gallows, not for personal gains
but for the honour of Maa
Bharati, for the freedom of crores
of people, to break the chains of
slavery, and with one emotion in
their hearts—Dignity...., why? For
an independent Bharat”. That
means he recognizes the glory of
Indian freedom struggle and also, by
declaring entrance into Amritkal on
75" anniversary of independence, he
acknowledged that India did achieve
freedom on 15" August 1947. He
also mentioned that “all the
swayamsevaks who have
contributed to this century-long
Jjourney of national service...” He
himself was also a Swayamsevak.
First of all, both the RSS and
Hindu Mahasabha (predecessor of
the BJP) were founded at a time
when the country was in ferment of
nationalist movement against the
British imperialist rulers. But the
ideologues of the RSS-Hindu
Mahasabha never supported Indian
freedom struggle. As students of
history and political economy know,
a nation is a historically constituted,
stable community of people in a
particular geographical territory,
formed on the basis of the common
possession of four principal
characteristics, namely: a common
language, a common territory, a

common economic life, and a
common psychological make-up
manifested in common specific

features of national culture. Nation
is a historical category belonging to
the definite epoch of rising
capitalism. No nation existed before
advent of capitalism. Nationalism as
an ideological creed based on
emergence of modern nations.

But M S Golwalkar, the RSS
ideologue opposed this historical
view. According to him: “The
theories of territorial nationalism
and of common danger, which
formed the basis for our concept
of nation, had deprived us of the
positive and inspiring content of
our real Hindu Nationhood and
made many of the ‘freedom
movements’ virtually anti-British
movements. Anti-Britishism was
equated with  patriotism  and
nationalism. This reactionary view
has had disastrous effects upon
the entire course of the freedom
struggle, its leaders and the
common people...Those only are

RSS-BJP opposed freedom movement

nationalist patriots, who with the
aspiration to glorify the Hindu
race and Nation next to their
heart, are prompted into activity
and strive to achieve that goal. All
others are either traitors and
enemies to the National cause.”
(We or Our Nationhood Defined)
K.B Hedgewar, the founder
member of RSS, ridiculed the
freedom fighters who were jailed by
the British rulers, in the following
language: “Patriotism is not only
going to prison. It is not correct to
be carried away by such
superficial  patriotism.”  (CP
Bhishikar, Sanghavariksh Ke Beej:
Dr. Keshavrao Hedgewar, Suruchi,
1994, p. 21) So, according to the
founders of the RSS, anti-British
Freedom movement was not spurred
by “nationalism” or “patriotism” all
revered national leaders and martyrs
starting from Netaji Subhas,
Deshbandhu  Chittaranjan, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai,
Kshudiram, Bhagat Singh, Surya
Sen and even Gandhiji as well as the
flowering youths who faced bullets,
embraced gallows and spurned so
called comfort and security of
conventional life to free their
motherland, were all traitors and
superficial martyrs? Ludicrousness
par excellence! Fact is that in British
India, due to definite socio-historic
reasons, different communities
speaking different languages and
possessing different psychological
mental makeup were in existence.
Moreover, since the aspirant Indian
national bourgeoisie had in the main
provided leadership to the freedom
movement by backing the dominant
compromising political trend, it in its
class interest, sought to mingle
Hindu religious thoughts in that
movement. So, ours had been a
Hindu religion-oriented freedom
movement which the RSS-BJP are
taking advantage of today to
advocate for Hindu Rashtra.
RSS-Hindu Sabha did not
participate in the
freedom struggle
Also fact is that the RSS and
Hindu Mahasabha not only opposed
the freedom movement but declared
their support and allegiance to the
Britishers. They opposed the ‘Quit
India Movement’ of 1942. The RSS
did not participate in the Non-
cooperation  movement, civil
disobedience movement as well as
‘Quit India” movement of 1942 as
they did not see the movement as
aligned with their objectives. So did
Hindu Mahasabha. Golwalkar also
wanted the Indians to respect the
draconian and repressive laws of the
inhuman British rulers! According to
one report of the British Intelligence,

“The Sangh has scrupulously
kept itself within the law, and in
particular, has refrained from
taking part in the disturbances
that broke out in August 1942
(Cited in Andersen, Walter K &
Damile, Shridhar D “The
Brotherhood in Saffron: the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and
Hindu Revivalism”, Westview
Press, 1987, p 44.) Curiously,
Golwalkar admitted that this kind of
negative attitude towards the Quit
India Movement did not go well
even with the RSS cadres .(MS
Golwalkar, “Shri Guruji Samagra
Darshan” Collected Works of
Golwalkar in Hindi, Vol IV, Bhartiya
Vichar Sadhna, Nagpur, p 40.)
Responsive Cooperation with
the British rulers

On the other hand, addressing
the 24th session of the Hindu
Mahasabha in Kanpur in 1942, V D
Savarkar outlined the strategy of the
Hindu Mahasabha of co-operating
with the rulers in the following
words: “The Hindu Mahasabha
holds that the leading principle of
all practical politics is the policy
of Responsive Co-operation. And
in virtue of it, it believes that all
those Hindu Sangathanists who
are  working as  councilors,
ministers, legislators and
conducting any municipal or any
public bodies with a view to
utilize those centres of
government power to safeguard
and even promote the legitimate
interests of the Hindus without, of
course, encroaching on the
legitimate interests of others are
rendering a highly patriotic

service to our nation....The
policy  of  ‘responsive  co-
operation’ which covers the
whole  gamut  of  patriotic

activities from unconditional co-
operation right up to active and
even armed resistance, will also
keep adapting itself to the
exigencies of the time, resources
at our disposal and dictates of
our national interest.” (Cited in
VD Savarkar, “Samagra Savarkar
Wangmaya: Hindu Rashtra
Darshan”, vol 6, Maharashtra
Prantik Hindu Sabha, Poona, 1963,
p 474.)

The ‘Responsive Cooperation’
with the British masters was not
only a theoretical commitment. The
Hindu Mahasabha soon got
concretized by ganging up with the
Muslim League with whom they ran
coalition governments in Bengal,
Sind, and the North West Frontier
Province (NWFP) in 1942.
Moreover, when Netaji Subhas was
trying to achieve freedom by moving
hid Indian National Army (INA),

Savarkar, as is evident from the
documents, was issuing circulars
for the militarization of Hindus.
“This was clearly to help the
British against the advances of
Subhas Chandra Boses Indian
National Army,” he said. (The
Week-24-01-16)
Despicable role of
Syama Prasad Mukherjee

PM Modi eulogized Dr Syama
Prasad Mukherjee to the core. But,
the same Dr Mukherjee, as Deputy
CM in the Bengal -coalition
government, assured the British
masters through a letter dated 26
July 1942: “Let me now refer to the
situation that may be created in
the province as a result of any
widespread movement launched
by the Congress. Anybody, who
during the war, plans to stir up
mass feeling, resulting internal
disturbances or insecurity, must
be resisted by any Government
that may function for the time
being.” (Mukherjee, Syama
Prasad, “Leaves from a Dairy”,
Oxford University Press, p 179.)
Syama Prasad, also advised the
British governor of Bengal item wise
the steps to be taken for dealing
with the situation. “The question is
how to combat this movement
(Quit India) in Bengal? The
administration of the province
should be carried on in such a
manner that in spite of the best
efforts of the Congress, this
movement will fail to take root in
the province.. It  should be
possible  for us,  especially
responsible Ministers, to be able
to tell the public that the freedom
for which the Congress has
started the movement, already
belongs to the representatives of
the people. In some spheres it
might be limited during the
emergency. Indian have to trust
the British, not for the sake for
Britain, not for any advantage
that the British might gain, but for
the maintenance of the defence
and freedom of the province
itself.” (Cited in AG Noorani, “The
RSS and the BJP: A Division of
Labour”, Left Word Books, p 56—
57) Hindu Mahasabha also
boycotted the celebration of gaining
independence on August 1947.

Two-nation theory and

partition of India

Now we come to the third
question—division of the country
based on religion. We have already
explained above the genesis of
emergence of nation based on
scientific theory of history.

But the RSS-Hindu
Mahasabha, as shown above, negate
this historical truth of formation of a
nation. As Golwalkar had said,: “We

Contd. on page 7
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The dead are many, but the guilty are none — Malegaon verdict

The acquittal of all seven
accused in the 2008 Malegaon blast
case, including Sadhvi Pragnya Singh
Thakur and Lt. Col. Prasad Shrikant
Purohit, did not come as a complete
surprise to those who kept a close
track of the proceedings of this case.
The investigations and the trials saw
many twist and turns from the very
beginning.

Recalling the background

It may be recalled that in
September 2008 when the month of
Ramzan coincided with Navaratri, a
bomb went off at the Bhikku Chowk
in Malegaon, in Maharashtra. The
Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) had
claimed that the improvised explosive
device or IED had been planted on
an LML Freedom motorcycle during
that time of namaz to cause
communal tension. In all, six persons
including a 10-year-old girl, Farheen,
and a 19-year-old youth, Azhar were
killed and as many as 101 individuals
suffered injuries. The Maharashtra
ATS acting hand-in-glove with the
local police, promptly arrested nine
Muslim men from Malegaon and
Mumbai under MCOCA
(Maharashtra Control of Organized
Crime Act) alleging that they, having
link with a banned organization like
SIMI, have committed the crime.
Immediately they were sent to jail
custody. This Malegaon blast was
followed by a series of incidents of
planted explosion — one in the
Pakistan-bound Samjhauta Express
train at Panipat in February 2007, at
Mecca Masjid in Hyderabad in May
2007 and at the Ajmer Dargah in
October 2007. Everywhere there
were heavy casualties, mostly from
the minority community. An evidently
common pattern noticed in all the
cases indicated that it might all be
handiwork of one particular group or
outfit.

It is pertinent to note that a year
before the Malegaon blasts,
explosives were found at the homes
of members of Hindu extremist
groups in different parts of
Maharashtra. In Nanded, two
Bajrang Dal workers had died while
assembling  explosives.  Some
mysterious blasts had taken place in
Parbhani, Purna and Jalna and there
were murmurs that perhaps Hindutva
activists were preparing for an
action. But a decisive breakthrough
did not come before late 2008, when
chasing some clues on Malegaon
blasts the Maharashtra ATS hit upon
Sadhvi Pragnya Singh Thakur, an
RSS leader, Sameer Kulkarni, a
member Abhinav Bharat, a Sangh
Parivar affiliate, and Lt Col. Shrikant
Prasad Purohit, a serving army
officer with Hindutva leaning. In
2009, the ATS filed a 4,528-page

charge sheet that included extensive
details of the real conspirators and on
the planning and execution of the
Malegaon blasts. Purohit was
suspected to have provided the RDX
for the bombs. On 8§ January 2011,
Swami  Aseemanand, another
Hindutva personality who had
reportedly played a huge role in
the 1998 attacks on Christians in
southeastern  Gujarat, was also
arrested by the CBI from Haridwar
as prime suspect of the Samjhauta
Express blast. Aseemanand made a
stunning 42-page confession wherein
he admitted to having planned terror
attacks in Ajmer Sharif, Mecca
Masjid, Malegaon and the Samjhauta
Express. He further revealed that he,
himself an RSS leader, along with
other senior RSS and Hindutva
leaders including Sadhvi Pragnya
Singh Thakur chalked out plans for
orchestrating serial bomb attacks on
Muslim religious places.
Astonishingly, when the case was
transferred to the NIA in 2011, the
agency chose to reinvestigate rather
than proceed with the already-filed
charge sheet. Incidentally, As
mentioned earlier, Maharashtra ATS
led by Hemant Karkare, who was
martyred in the 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks, initially conducted the
investigation and exposed the
involvement of Sadhvi Pragnya,
Colonel Purohit, Major Ramesh
Upadhyay, and others in the
Malegaon blasts. But before the
investigation could proceed further,
he was killed. Questions arose as to
who gave him a substandard
bulletproof jacket instead of his own
one during raid on the terrorists
during Mumbai attack.

Changed direction of the

investigation after
BJP came to power

After the BJP, which had been
crying out foul since the day the
Hindutva activists related were
accused of the serial blasts, arrested,
came to power in 2014, a changed
direction of the investigation was
noticed. Rohini Salian, Special Public
Prosecutor, made these allegations
openly before journalists. She further
alleged that what began as a solid
investigation by the Maharashtra AT'S
gradually fell apart, not because of
weak evidence but due to an alleged
collapse of institutional and political
integrity.  She elaborated by
highlighting that the AT'S had filed its
charge sheet in the case within 90
days, meeting the legal deadline to
avoid bail for the accused. But ever
since the BJP came to power, the
senior officials of the NIA began to
had pressurized her to “go soft” on
the accused. But she refused to
compromise and recused herself

from the case.

In 2016, the NIA filed a
supplementary chargesheet
criticizing the ATS probe, even while
saying that there was sufficient
evidence to proceed against six of the
accused. The NIA’s chargesheet
stated clearly that it had not been able
to collect any additional evidence
from the scene of crime, blaming the
time-lag in the transfer of the case.
The NIA chargesheet did not include
any new witnesses, but instead re-
recorded statements of some of the
witnesses who had given statements
before the magistrate in 2008-09,
who then denied their previous
statements.

And then the inevitability
happened. the NIA virtually gave
Sadhvi Pragnya a clean chit claiming
that “sufficient evidence has not been
found” against her. The ATS held that
the LML motorcycle owned by
Pragnya was used for the explosion.

The NIA’s decision to drop
Thakur from the case, eventually led
to her release on bail from the
Bombay high court. But the
opposition by one of the victim’s
family helped in ensuring she was not
discharged from the case. The then
special court judge S.D. Tekale who
denied the NIA’s application to
discharge Thakur from the case, was
eventually transferred. Even after
filing the chargesheet within 90 days
by the ATS, the trial began in 2018
after long 10 years delay examining
323 witnesses in all. Particularly,
Pragya Thakur appeared only 34
times of the 1,087 court hearings,
with almost no objections raised by
the NIA for her absence from the
court.

Prolonged juridical process with
frequent change of judges

In all, five judges have handled
this case. The question as if why
there were so many transfers
connected to this case doesn’t need
to be answered. In his verdict, one of
the judges stated that it was proven
that the explosion was carried out
with the intent to kill people. He even
awarded a token compensation to the
families of the dead and injured.

The investigation and
subsequent legal proceedings were
plagued by irregularities and

procedural errors. Several reports
have pointed out the flawed handling
of evidence and the lack of proper
safeguards. Rohini Salian, while
speaking to the press has alleged that
“It was known that this would
happen, and it was well expected
if the true evidences were not laid
out.” She said that she had
presented plenty of evidence and the
Supreme Court had upheld those all.
She wondered how could statements

of thirteen key witnesses which
showed connection of the accused to
conspiracy meetings—went missing,
leaving the court with little solid
evidence. Without those original
statements, the prosecution
struggled. The court refused to
accept photocopies over authenticity
concerns and attempts to find or
replace the missing documents failed.
Witnesses changed their stories or
turned hostile and claims from both
sides could not be backed up. In the
end, as the judge put it, the
prosecution failed to prove its case
beyond reasonable doubt also
referring to the recent acquittal of all
12 individuals by the Bombay HC in
the 2006 Mumbai train blasts case.
Does it look anything less than a clear
sabotage of the case?

In this context, it is worth
recalling that same was the fate of
the cases of Samjhauta Express and
Mecca Masjid blasts where also
investigative agencies like the CBI,
NIA, and STF failed to present any
evidence, resulting in the acquittal of
all accused all of whom had link with
RSS-BJP-Sangh Parivar. In the
Mecca Masjid case, Judge Ravindra
Reddy resigned in anger and grief
after acquitting all accused due to
lack of evidence.

Amit Shah said that a Hindu
cannot be a terrorist

What is revealing of the covert
handplay of the BJP government is
what Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has said in Parliament, “4
Hindu can never be a terrorist.”
Although the judge, while delivering
the Malegaon verdict, said that it is
not appropriate to link any religion
with terrorism, did not the Home
Minister, by mentioning only the word
“Hindu,” indirectly imply that people
of other religions could only be
terrorists? Incidentally, the BJP
government has taken no step against
BJP minister Vijay Shah of Madhya
Pradesh who branded Colonel Sophia
Qureshi, who was seen on TV to
narrate India’s point of view on the
4-day Indo-Pak war after Pahalgam
killing, as ‘sister of the terrorists’
obviously pointing at her belonging to
the Muslim community. Pertinent to
point out that Amit Shah had not
made any comment when the
Bombay High Court recently
acquitted 12 Muslim persons in the
Mumbai local train blast case, stating
that innocent people had been
framed, thus overruling the lower
court’s sentencing five to death and
seven to life imprisonment. These
innocent Indians had already spent 18
years in jail. But then how can Amit
Shah or other saffronized leaders
disobey their ideologue M S

Contd. on page 4
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Acquittal of all accused belonging to
Hindutva brigade does raise questions

Contd. from page 3

Golwalkar who, in his ‘Bunch of
Thoughts’, mentioned that “...there
was riot in Malegoan (1963) in
Maharashtra. The idol of Ganesha
was being taken in a procession for
immersion. The Muslims attacked it.
There was a skirmish. The
Government (then of the Congress—
Ed. P Era) ... took into custody
scores of leading Hindu gentlemen as
though they were responsible for the
outbreak of lawlessness.” Since then
Malegaon was their target. So, was
perhaps a need was felt by the RSS-
BJP-Sangh Parivar to undertake a
retaliatory action.

Moreover, what would one call
the hoodlums who demolished Babri
Masjid? Saints? Similarly, were not
those who killed Graham Stains
terrorists? During the investigation, it
came to light that a gang of like-
minded people was involved in the
killings of Narendra Dabholkar, Gauri
Lankesh, Govind Pansare and M M
Kalburgi—the rationalists who had
links with the Sanatan Sanstha and
its offshoot Hindu Jan Jagruti Samiti.
During the interrogation, one of the
arrested persons, Sharad Kalaskar,
admitted his  involvement in
Dabholkar’s killing, police had said.
Sharad Kalaskar and Sachin Andure
allegedly shot dead Narendra
Dabholkar with two pistols in Pune.
The CBI who arrested Virendrasing
Tawade confirmed that during
investigation, he was proved to be the
alleged ‘mastermind’ of all these
killings. Bharat Kurne, Sujeet Kumar
and one Praveen were wanted in
connection with Kalburgi’s killing.
During the Karnataka SIT’s
investigation, it came to light that
Kumar allegedly shot Kalburgi. What

explanation or subterfuge Amit Shahji
would provide for these lethal terror
attacks?

That is, the blast happened,
sabotage and murder happened —
but there was no one who did it! So,
terrorism is not the cup of tea for the
RSS-BJP-Sangh Parivar. Their sole
objective is to use the bogey of
terrorism for precipitating religious
division and pursuing communal
politics.

Stating that Hindus are not
terrorists or attributing terrorism to
only the Muslims is, but aimed at
fuelling crass communal Hindutva.
So, they have, as it appears, pulled
the strings from behind, hushed up
evidences with the help of pliant
police-administration,  purchased
some of the witnesses with money or
gave threat and managed to get those
who killed innocent people in
Malegaon, Hyderabad, and the
Samjhauta Express come out with
acquittal.

Let it be clear that terrorists are
terrorists—they have no race,
ethnicity or religion. They are mostly
sponsored by ruling imperialism-
capitalism to scare suffering millions
through precipitation of mindless
violence, create bad blood among
communities, thwart crystallization of
united movement of the toiling
masses against ruthless oppression
and repression. The real weapon to
fight terrorism whether it is by arch
communal Hindu fundamentalist
groups or motivated Islamic
fundamentalist groups lies, as stated
above, in  developing and
accentueting the people’s movement
under correct revolutionary
leadership on the editice of higher
cultural values and ethics.

ASHA Workers

Comrade Ismat Ara Khatun, Secretary, West Bengal ASHA workers Union,

staged massive p

rotest in Kolkata
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addressing a massive gathering of around 40,000 ASHA and
W.B. municipality workers (contractual) affiliated to the AIUTUC in Kolkata on
22 August before submitting a memorandum containing a
charter of demands to the chief minister’s office.

International Webinar organized by
students’ organizations

An international webinar on
‘Crisis in Education-Capitalist-
Imperialist Attack’ was held on 16
August. The programme was jointly
organized by two  student
organizations— AIDSO (India) and
RSU (Sri Lanka). Seven student
leaders from five South Asian
countries took part in the discussion.
Manishankar Pattanayak,
International Affairs Secretary,
AIDSO (India); Veeraj Devang,
President, Central Council, AISF
(India); Tamzid Haidar Chanchol,
President, BSU, (Bangladesh);
Salman Siddiqui, Central President,
SSF (Bangladesh); Narendra C,
President , ANSU(S) (Nepal);
Afrasiab Khan Swati, Co-founder,
KYF (Pakistan); and Mangala
Maddumage, National Organizer,
RSU (Sri Lanka) were this peavers.

All of the speakers defined this
webinar as an urgent initiative. The

speakers explained the features of
grave crisis prevailing in the society
and in the field of education in
particular. They said, across South
Asia—in India, Sri  Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and
beyond—the education system is
being pushed into a deep and
dangerous crisis. This is not an
accident, nor the result of some
unavoidable economic hardship. It is
a direct consequence of the
prevailing capitalist-imperialist order,
which treats education not as a
human right, but as a commodity to
be bought, sold, and exploited for
profit. One and all present there
expressed their pledge to be united
in the struggle for education, culture,
and humanity and expand the unity
by unifying all the democratic,
progressive, and revolutionary
student organizations around the
world particularly in South Asia.

In a powerful act of defiance
against the national assault on
public education, the AIDSO,
Karnataka, spearheaded a
monumental campaign titled ““Save
and  Strengthen = Government
Schools,” in a direct and
overwhelming response to the
State Government’s decision to
close down and merge 6,200
government schools, a move seen
as a grave threat to the future of
children from underprivileged
backgrounds.

The campaign’s success was
rooted in a simple but profound
idea: To give a voice to the people
who would be most affected by
these policies.

Over several

weeks, the

movement transformed from a
targeted protest into a statewide
mobilization of historic proportions.
Fifty

thousand  volunteers—a

Widespread Support and
Unwavering Unity marked
spectacular movement to save
government schools in Karnataka
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diverse mix of students, teachers,
parents, workers, and youth—
fanned out across every district,
town, and remote village. They did
not just collect signatures; they
connected with people on a human
level, sharing the predicament of
students who would be forced to
walk miles to the nearest school
and highlighting the desperate need
for basic amenities like clean water
and repaired classrooms.

Around 50 lakh signatures
were submitted to the Director of
the Primary Education Department
after a huge gathering on 21August
at Freedom Park in Bangalore
which was addressed, among
others, by Prof. A. Murigeppa, the

former Vice-Chancellor of
Kannada University, Comrades
Shibasis  Praharaj,  Secretary,
AIDSO, and Ajay Kamath,

——p—
g
i

Karnatak State Secretary, AIDSO.
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Maharashtra government’s alarming
design of militarizing childhood

The BJP-led Maharashtra
government has planned to
introduce basic military training for
children as young as six in the
name of infusing patriotism,
discipline and physical fitness
among students. It is claimed that
such training from Class 1 will
enable the tiny children to receive
structured training that includes
physical exercises, basic drills, and
lessons focused on national service
and civic responsibility. The
initiative, the Mabharashtra
government asserted, is intended to
build leadership qualities, mental
strength, and a sense of duty among
children. The RSS has long been
advocating  “militarising Hindu
society” to prepare it against
imagined foes. The classroom, once
a site for free thought, is now
being co-opted into that ideological
armoury.

Undoubtedly, in the aftermath
of ‘Operation Sindoor’, this
proposal will be able to gather
enough eyeballs in the rest of the
country and BJP-ruled states might
implement similar schemes in
education in no time. When the
government education system is in
the doldrums with abysmally poor
infrastructure, acute shortages of
teachers, non-availability of basic
amenities like toilet, shrinking and

even dilapidated classrooms,
frequent change in syllabus, no
detention policy, undervaluing

examination system to objectively
ascertain the development of the
students, this move can further
aggravate the crisis, as a portion of
already scarce resources and time
meant for studies would be devoted
to this scheme.

Further, thousands
of government schools have closed
down during past decade because
of resource constraints as well as
other policy changes —which has
clearly led to violation of Right to
Education (RTE)—depriving
children of proper education. The
Annual Status of Education Report
(ASER) has already presented a
grim picture for Maharashtra, and
this proposal seems to be an
attempt to gloss over the basic
malaise that afflicts the school
education. Evidently, this decision
to roll out military-style drills for
Class 1 students, backed by a force
of 2,50,000 ex-servicemen, has
entered India’s public discourse not
with a bang, but a muffled shrug.
This is no benign tweak to the
school timetable. It is a structural

reimagining of education, trading
inquiry for obedience, voluntary
discipline for mechanical
submission, and empathy for hatred
of the other in the name of
nationalism. Such a plan would
squarely defeat the very purpose of
education, at this impressionable
ages when such ideas leaves a
lasting influence. Pertinent to
mention that Thomas Alva Edison,
celebrated and renowned for
inventions of the incandescent light
bulb, the phonograph, and the
motion picture camera, once
observed: “The most necessary
task of civilization is to teach
people how to think. It should be
the primary purpose of our public
schools... The trouble with our way
of educating is that it does not give
elasticity to the mind. It casts the
brain into a mold. It insists that the
child must accept. It does not
encourage original thought or
reasoning, and it lays more stress
on memory than observation.”

In other words, aim of
education is not to ‘produce soldiers
or obedient subjects marching and
saluting on parades’, they are meant
and tasked with ‘producing
informed, enquiring, and dissenting
citizens.” This is not education. This
is indoctrination by stealth.

This very idea of imposing
militarized discipline on the kids at a
younger age is just aimed to the
contrary. It will not only crush
creativity but would slowly get
reduced to what Rabindranath
Tagore had cautioned us about
“voluntary submission of the
whole people to the trimming of
their minds and clipping of their
freedom by their government.” At
six years old, children learn best
through stories, songs, and play. But
Mabharashtra’s proposal transforms
the classroom into a parade ground,
training children to march, salute,
and follow commands. What’s being
embedded is not just physical drill—
it’s ideological muscle memory.

It would also create
unnecessary fear in the minds of
children about the ‘unknown enemy’
further stifling its impressionable
minds and can also culminate in
various psychological problems. To
valorise military norms at this stage
is to suggest that strength lies in
obedience, not imagination; that
citizenship begins with conformity,
not compassion. When children are
taught to salute before they can
read, the capitalist-imperialist state is
not  cultivating patriots—it is

programming future foot soldiers
obedient to its commands. Behind
the camouflage of moulding the
thinking process of the children along
path of national jingoism as against
desired rational mindset and
imparting  secular,  scientific,
democratic education. lies a deep
ideological shift—one that could
redefine education, childhood, and
citizenship in India.n It is more than
just a misstep in education policy.

What has also been noticed
that before ushering in the field of
school education, such a qualitative
leap of sorts, Maharashtra
government did not facilitate
widespread conversation about it in
the society and would look at the
pros and cons of any such move,
seek advice and opinion from
educationists about the need and
viability of this scheme, and then
take a considered decision.

There has been no news in the
public domain about any such
dialogue, discussion at a broader

level. The scheme seems to be
basically an extension and
implementation of the vision

proposed by the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) a few years ago to
incorporate aspects of the Sainik
School model into other schools,
including Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, to
promote “holistic development of
students.”

It suggested integrating
rigorous physical training, discipline,
and patriotic values, common
in Sainik Schools, into these other
schools. In fact, it is a step further
towards implementing the central
government’s plan to hand over “67
per cent of Sainik Schools to the
RSS—BJP—Sangh Parivar and
their affiliates. It bears recall that
once a former Vice-chancellor of
JNU, had organized a political event
in  the university campus
commemorating ‘Kargil Divas’ and
requested two central ministers
present there to procure a
decommissioned Army tank for the
University campus with a view
inculcating “love for the Army”
among the students. This
controversial proposal of installing a
tank in JNU had received
widespread condemnation from
students, educationists as well as
broad masses of concerned citizens.

So, we are witnessinga
seismic shift in the purpose of
schooling. Where education once
stood for liberation, curiosity, and
critical thought, it is now being

conscripted into a nation-building.
Mental regimentation in the name of
knowledge, in this saffronized
fascist autocratic regime, is not
about asking questions, but
about memorising state-approved
answers. A student who challenges
injustice becomes a threat; a teacher
who dissents risks erasure. The
militarisation of young minds thus
becomes a gatekeeping
mechanism for a future where only
one narrative survives—and all
others are traitorous.

If this move goes unchallenged,
fallout will extend far beyond
Maharashtra-or even India. An
endeavour to regiment the thought
process of the students right from
primary school stage by remodelling
the syllabus based on anti-scientific
anti-historical material prescribed by
the saffron brigade is already on
through implementation of disastrous
National Education Policy 2020.
Over and above, if compulsory
military training is added right from
the beginning of school education,
this process of regimentation will
gather further moss, a mechanical
thought process would grip the
children and complete the process of
robotization ushered in by the
Hindutva rulers at the behest of their
capitalist masters.

SUCI(C) strongly
opposes forcible
imposition of

Hindi in Kashmir
Contd. from page 1

historical and cultural significance
and is accepted as one of the official
languages under the Eighth Schedule
of the Constitution of India.

We express grave concern over
this systematic attempt to marginalize
Urdu which has a rich legacy of
literature, poetry, and classical ghazal.
It was also a vehicle of expression
for many leaders of the Indian
freedom movement. Over time, Urdu
has not only served as a means of
communication but has become an
inseparable part of India’s cultural
fabric.

The Union  Government’s
decision to substitute Urdu with Hindi
in the daily affairs of Jammu and
Kashmir is fraught with the risk of
further deepening the alienation of the
valley people and thus obstructing
their desired integration with the
Indian ethos. This decision will only
precipitate division among the people,
as cultural unity cannot be achieved
through linguistic domination. It must
be rooted in genuine respect for the
diverse languages.

We vehemently oppose this
decision and demand of the central
government to immediately discard
this undemocratic move.
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Gig Economy— A latest Form of Wage Slavery in Capitalism

Gone are the days of
permanency of employment, job
security, timescale pay, 8-hours
working day, health insurance and
retirement benefits. Earlier, at least by
law, there were certain trade union
rights protecting the interests of the
workers/employees  against  the
whimsical actions of managements.
But with the onset of capitalist
globalization, the condition of
labouring masses has become
catastrophic. Even where the nature
of work is of regular perennial, the
owners merrily employ work force
on contractual basis, or as daily
wagers or even based on payment
for piece work on hourly basis. Let
alone providing decent living
standards, minimum wages are not
being assured to millions of people
working in the vast unorganized
sector in our country. Anganwadi,
ASHA, mid-day-meal workers,
construction site labourers, hapless
migrant labourers and even casual
workers employed in the government
offices—all belong to the same
category, subjected to a wretched
form of wage slavery. The recently
brought four black labour codes have
further worsened the situation. With
the advent of digital era which
enabled online commercial
connectivity with the platforms like
Zomato, Swiggy, Uber, Ola, Porter,
Zepto etc., a new category called gig
workers has been added to the list.
The nature of employment here is
governed by the atrocious “hire and
fire” policy. According to a NITI
Aayog report, number of the gig
workers mostly engaged in delivery
services, online order supply or as
cab drivers, bike riders and
freelancers, is expected to grow to
23.5 million (2.35 crores) by 2029-
30. The Oxford Internet Institute’s
online labour Index indicates that
India provides 24% of the entire
online outsourced work force in the
world, becoming the largest overall
supplier.

Growth of gig workers—Why?

With accentuation of capitalist
crisis endemic of the system as
motive of profit maximization that
drives capitalist economy continues
to pauperize the working masses and
decimate their purchasing power, the
ruling financial oligarchs, plagued by
ongoing squeeze of market, are
cutting production cost primarily by
shedding permanent workforce and
installing sophisticated technology.
Still, some physical labourer is needed
and that necessity is met by
switching to contract or casual
worker system with paltry wage and
no stipulation of any condition of
service like duration of service,
working hours, social benefits. And
their exact time of entrance; exit at a

delivery spot and completion of each
delivery—in other word tracking of
their movement and location- are
under constant surveillance through
digital process. It is nothing else but
spying on their own workers to
ensure desired output of their service.
The capitalist class knows that with
aggravation of  unemployment
problem, the job-seekers would be
forced to agree to accept any kind of
job just to eke out a bare living for
themselves as well as their families.
So, scope for ruthless exploitation is
wide and open. The Oxford Internet
Institute’s fair work research project-
2022 studied 11 such Indian
platforms and concluded that not a
single one provides their gig workers
anything sort of minimum wages or
local living wages. Further, the ruling
class is aware that the hapless
wretched gig workers could be
coaxed to stretch their labour time if
a carrot of extra payment is dangled
before them. ‘More number of
customers you reach out with
deliverables, more you would earn’—
this allurement would make the gig
workers toil harder overlooking health
hazards, inclement weather and other
odds. Moreover, to camouflage their
hideous design, the employers refer

the gig workers as partners,
associates, agents, independent
contractors, tech aggregators,

facilitators, digital intermediaries and
so forth. The reason behind this is
also deprive the gig workers of any
rights or protections from the
existing laws. In many cases, as the
gig workers are paid based on the
number of gigs/deliveries/rides they
undertake, the law pertaining to
minimum wage is not made applicable
to them.

Flexibility of employment

—a mirage

But then the wicked is never
starved of subterfuge. The ruling
capitalist class has floated an
impression that the gig economy
offers many benefits in creating
viable opportunities for the employees
as the gig workers have the flexibility
in performing the job or choosing
their employer. They need not go to
an office or a working place daily at
scheduled time but are free to work
remotely whenever they find free
time. Moreover, they can work for
multiple companies at the same time
and earn extra money or take it up
as a side job.

Outwardly, the arguments look
so sound. Fact is, for 88% of gig
workers it is no supplementary job
but the main source of income. as
they are unable find any other decent
employment, therefore forced to take
up these type of odd jobs. A study
conducted by a credit markets rating
agency India Ratings pointed out that

63 lakh informal sector enterprises
were shut down in the country
resulting in a loss of 1.6 crore jobs
between 2015-16 and 2022-23 due to
demonetization, introduction of GST
and the Covid-19 pandemic. This had
added to already prevailing number of
huge unemployed in the continuing
the spiralling growth of joblessness.
Hence the question of flexibility does
not stand given the magnitude of
competition among unemployed
youth prevailing in our country.

Untold misery sans legal

protection

As said above, the gig economy
provides easy ways and means to
exploit workers by the capitalist
owners and multinationals Although
much is said about removing
middlemen with the growth of online
gig platforms, in reality the tech
companies involved in this business
are acting as the middlemen by way
of charging 15 to 25% commission
for every delivery or ride. At the end
of the day, many of the gig workers
are finding it difficult to make ends
meet. One such worker lamented
that, “some of us toil for 16 hours a
day but the commission for each
order, when deducted, leaves us with
Rs. 20 from the earning of Rs.50,
amounting to a daily earning of
Rs.300 only, which seems impossible
to sustain. Earning Rs.9, 000 per
month will leave us only with Rs.6,
500 after deducting the vehicle
maintenance of Rs.3500. This does
not even buy our daily bread, let
alone providing for the entire
family.” This very words are self-
explanatory of the nature of inhuman
exploitation.

An incident occurred recently in
Hyderabad is an indicative of the risks
involved in the gig workers’ job vis-
a-vis the attitude of the management
of Zomato Company. A delivery
worker, fell into an open drain during
heavy rain while on an active order.
His bike and mobile phone were
swept away in the flood water.
Fortunately, he managed to survive.
But the said company refused to take
any responsibility of rehabilitating the
worker. Reacting to it, Shaik
Salauddin, the founder President of
the Telangana Gig and Platform
Workers’ Union, said: “This is not an
accident — it is a direct consequence
of platforms prioritizing profits over
workers’safety.” In another incident,
a Swiggy delivery boy was attacked
by a pet dog during a delivery in an
apartment. In an attempt to escape,
he jumped from the third floor and
succumbed to death in the hospital.
In this case, the customer paid 5 lakh
rupees as compensation in an out of
court settlement, but no
compensation was paid by Swiggy.
But our law makers are not paying

any heed to the miseries of these poor

workers other than harping on

projected growth of gig economy.
Gig workers on path of struggle

But the silver lining is that the
gig workers are not accepting this by
lying low. They are gradually
organizing themselves and raising
their voice in different states. In
Karnataka, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh
and other states, the gig and platform
workers have held dharnas, strikes,
protest programmes to press their
demands. In April last, around 150
Blinkit gig workers went on a strike
in Varanasi demanding fair pay, better
working conditions and cotton
uniforms. The management of Blinkit,
a grocery platform owned by
Zomato, blocked the IDs of 150
workers, citing the strike as the
reason. The company also threatened
the striking workers with police
action. But the workers remained
resolute in their demands. Finally, the
company, under public pressure and
bowing down before the struggling
unity of the workers, had to
unblock the workers’ IDs. Similarly,
in May 2025, hundreds of Zepto
delivery workers in Hyderabad were
on an indefinite strike under the aegis
of Telangana Gig and Platform
Workers” Union against unfair pay
and exploitative practices of the
company. In a memorandum
submitted to the labour department,
the Union alleged that, “speed is
rewarded, but safety is ignored.”
Their other grievances were of
unilateral penalties based on customer
ratings; opaque account suspensions;
absence of ESI and PF coverage, and
unavailability of restrooms during
long shifts.

It is also pertinent to note that
because of the sustained struggle of
gig workers in different parts of the
country, the state governments like
Rajasthan and Karnataka have
adopted certain laws intended to
provide them social security,
occupational health and safety, along
with dispute resolution mechanism.
The State government of Telangana
has prepared a bill to be placed in the
Assembly. But the provisions
contained in all these legislations have
remained on paper only.. Even on the
national legislative plane, the Indian
Code on Social Security-2020
recognizes gig workers as a separate
category but defines “platform
workers” as being “outside of a
traditional employer-employee
relationship.” The law has been
criticized for lacking legal mandates,
universal coverage and accountability
mechanisms.

So, there is an urgent need for
enacting a robust and comprehensive
legislation to address all the problems

Contd. on page 7
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must ...revert nationalism as an
ancient fact and the Hindus being
the national society of Bharat”.
What he meant was that the
nationalism is an ancient concept
and there was a national society of
the Hindus in Bharat (meaning
Bharat during the time of the sages
and seers). Incredible indeed! Has
there been a single nation which is
based solely on religion? If that
would have been the case, there
would have been one nation in
Europe based on Christianity, one
nation in Arab nation based on
Islam or a singular nation in the
entire continent of America. So, it is
an utter falsification of history that
the concept of nation was there in
Bharat even in the antiquity.

Now where did this concept of
Hindu nationhood sprout from? It
was Savarkar, who in his 1923 book
Essentials of Hindutva, written
under the pseudonym of A Maratha,
he provided an outline of Hindutva
or Hindu nationalism. Later, while
addressing the 19th session of the
Mahasabha in Ahmedabad in 1937,
he declared: “There are two
antagonistic nations living side by
side in India. Several infantile
politicians commit the serious
mistake in supposing that India is
already welded into a harmonious
nation, or that it could be welded
thus for the mere wish to do so....
India cannot be assumed today to
be a unitarian and homogenous
nation. On the contrary, there are
two nations in the main: the
Hindus and the Muslims, in
India.”

Thus, the theory of two nations,
first proposed in the ‘Essentials of
Hindutva’, was passed as a
resolution of the Hindu Mahasabha
in 1937. After a meeting with
Savarkar in Bombay on 9 October
1939, Lord Linlithgow, the then
viceroy of India, in his report to Lord
Zetland, the then Secretary of State
for India, wrote that “The situation,
he [Savarkar] said, was that His
Majesty’s government must now
turn to the Hindus and work with
their support... Our interests were
now the same and we must
therefore work together... QOur
interests are so closely bound
together, the essential thing is for
Hinduism and Great Britain to be
friends, and the old antagonism
was no longer necessary.” (The
Week-24-01-16) Three years later,
the All-India Muslim League, led by
Jinnah, adopted the concept in its
Lahore session. On 15 August
1943, Savarkar said in Nagpur, “/
have no quarrel with Mr. Jinnah's
two-nation theory. We, Hindus,
are a nation by ourselves and it is
a historical fact that Hindus and

RSS-Hindu Mahasabha
supported British imperialists

Muslims are two nations.” Thus,
Savarkar justified Hindu
communalism as righteous and
Hindu separatism as nationalist and
supported the two-nation theory
based on which the country was
divided. Golwalkar endorsed the
view of Hindu Mahasabha of
transforming India as ‘Hindu
Rashtra’ (Hindu theocratic state).
“The Hindus are a nation or
nationality by themselves...No
sane man can question the
proposition that Hindus are a
nation...our “Nation”’ means, and
independently of the question of
majority always must mean the
Hindu Nation and nothing else.”
(We or our nationhood defined)
Patriotism (!) of Savarkar

It warrants to mention the
nature of “patriotism—nationalism”
of Savarkar particularly in view of
the attempt of a quarter of vested
interest to place above Netaji,
Bhagat Sigh or Gandhiji. While in
cellular jail in Andaman for taking
part in freedom struggle, Savarkar
found that endorsing the freedom
movement would not beget his
release. It was instead better to fall
in line with the British imperialist
rulers, profess queer theory of
Hindutva and be a servitor of
reactionary imperialists-capitalists.
So, he began to send one after
another mercy petitions to the British
government seeking clemency.

He assured the British rulers

that he was “the staunchest
advocate of constitutional
progress and loyalty to the
English government which is the
foremost  condition  of  that
progress” and his “conversion to
the constitutional line would

bring back all those misled young
men of India and abroad who
were once looking up to me as
their guide. I am ready to serve
the Government in any capacity
they like, for as my conversion is
conscientious so I hope my future
conduct would be.” (From Penal
Settlements in Andaman by R C
Mazumdar, published by Dept. of
Culture, Government Of India in
1974)

And, on release, he said: “The
war (Second World War) which has
now reached our shores directly
constitutes at once a danger and
an opportunity which both render
it imperative that the militarization
movement must be intensified and
every branch of the Hindu
Mahasabha in every town and
village must actively engage itself
in rousing the Hindu people to
join the army, navy, the aerial

forces and the different war-craft
manufactories... Hindu
Mahasabhaits  must, therefore,
rouse Hindus especially in the
provinces of Bengal and Assam as
effectively as possible to enter the
military forces of all arms without
losing a single minute.” (ibid p.
460-61.)

And then, providing a gist of
their Hindu Rashtra, Golwalkar
observed: “The foreign races in
Hindustan ... must entertain no
idea but those of the glorification
of ... the Hindu nation and must
lose their separate existence .... or
may stay in the country, wholly
subordinated to the Hindu Nation,
claiming nothing, not even
citizen’s rights.” (We or Our
Nationhood Defined) He was not
far from the Nazi supremo Hitler
when he said “To keep up with the
purity of the race and its culture,
Germany shocked the world by
her purging the country .... Race
pride at its highest ... a good
lesson for use in Hindustan to
learn  and  profit by ”.(ibid)
Hedgewar like Savarkar, remained
subservient to the British and
pronounced that “this Hindustan is
a Hindu state . We would organize
the Hindu state”. In view of this,
what property the RSS-BJP-Sangh
Parivar have to arrogate to
themselves the sole epitome of
nationalism-patriotism, the proud
observer of national independence
as well as blame others for partition
of the country?

Final Words

So, the very utterances of PM
Modi, his effusive praise of Syama
Prasad, his pompous celebration of
Independence Day, the distortion of
history by NCERT and equating
Savarkar with the revered leaders of
Indian freedom struggle contain
nothing but tricks to mislead and
misguide people concealing the real

Gig Workers

Contd. from page 6

and concerns of gig workers.
Simultaneously, there is an obligation
on the part of different cross sections
of the society to stand with the gig
workers, who knock our door to
render various services no matter be
the nature hurdles in their life and the
weather outside-beating through the
biting cold or scorching heat or
torrential rain. Finally, the gig
workers need to cement their
struggling unity under correct
revolutionary leadership to take their
legitimate movement to its logical end.

design; not anything but a continuity
of a history of organizations which
betrayed the nation right from their
inception, which thrived upon
falsehood, deception, hatred, even
ferocious animosity towards their
perceived enemy, defined on
religion.

It warrants once again to recall
the brilliant analysis of Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh: “In the course of
the political movement against
imperialism, the Indian people
speaking different languages and
professing  different  religions
became a nation politically but
for failure on the part of the
leadership  of our  national
liberation movement to
accomplish, in the main, the tasks
of social and cultural revolutions
for democratization of the society
against feudalism, feudal disunity
and religious bondage, the Indian
people remained socially and
culturally divided into different
communities disunited by religion,
caste, language, race, etc.... It is
no  wonder  that in  the
circumstances the slogan of
Hindu revivalism is finding a
strong  foothold now.” (On
Communal Problems SW Vol II)

It is for power and serving the
bourgeois class design of keeping
the oppressed people disunited,
ignorant of facts, confined in the
blind alley of religious revivalism,
fanaticism, obscurantism and bigotry
that the RSS-BJP-Sangh Parivar are
championing Hindutva, idea of a
Hindu nation and spewing venoms
against the Muslims as well as the
Christians. But history teaches us
that one can sell weird stories to
some people for some time but
cannot make the informed minds
gulp such trashes.

At the call of the
Central Committee of

the SUCI(C)

L

a protest

week from
25 to 31
August 2025

was observed against

the motivated
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR)
in Bihar by the
Election Commission
of India

News and photos will be in
next issue.
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PM Modi’s sudden praise of
Shaheed Kshudiram

The name of great martyr
Kshudiram has been pronounced by
PM Modi in his ‘Man ki Baat’
programme on 27 July last. In that
particular speech, he said that
Kshudiram, at a very tender age of
18, died on the gallows of the British
rulers with a smiling face and that
created an uproar among the Indians.
Through such many sacrifices, we
could achieve freedom from the
subjugation of British rule. Very well
said, and that is true also. But a
question does arise why after so many
years of independence, the name of
Kshudiram, perhaps for the first time,
was highlighted by the Prime
minister? Because the RSS-BJP-Sangh
Parivar have all along been accusing
Kshudiram, Bhagat Singh, Chandra
Sekhar Azad, Asfaqullah, Surya Sen,
Pritilata and so many other freedom
fighters of the uncompromising
revolutionary trend of Indian freedom
movement? In fact, they held that all
those who thought “anti-Britishism
and ‘nationalism’ were
interconvertible terms” were all
reactionaries and traitors. “Those only
are nationalist patriots, who, with the
aspiration to glorify the Hindu race
and Nation next to their heart, ...All
others are either traitors and enemies
to the National cause”, observed M S
Golwalkar, the RSS ideologue, in his
book  ‘We or Our Nationhood
Defined’. Who does not know the
stigmatic role of RSS and Hindu
Mabhasabha in the freedom movement?
They not only maligned the movement
and stayed away from participating in
it, they helped the British imperialist
rulers to crush that movement. PM
Modi himself has been a ‘pracharak’
of the RSS. Then how could newer
realization suddenly dawn upon him,
the he openly opposed the doctrine of
the RSS? Is it that the RSS-BJP have
changed their opinion and evaluation
regarding  anti-British  freedom
movement and the role of the
martyrs? There is no reason to believe
that. Every time before election, their
‘national-patriotic’ feeling is found to
be overblown. But that feeling also is
expressed differently in different parts
of the country as sentiments centering
on region, ethnicity, language and
other characteristics differ from place
to place. So, when elections knock at
the door, the RSS-BJP carefully select
the tone and plank of their campaign
trail to massage local feelings. With
election to West Bengal assembly on
the anvil, the BJP leaders have started
saying some good words about the
revered freedom fighters and

renaissance stalwarts to woo Bengali
voters. And that is why, in a recent
mass meeting in Durgapur, West
Bengal, PM Modi raised slogans like
‘Jai Ma Durga’ and ‘Jai Ma Kali’ in
place of Jai Shri Ram. Moreover, a
few months later the assembly
election will be held in Bihar. As
Kshudiram was hanged to death in
Muzaffarpur jail on 11 August 1908
and many aged people still harbour
deep respect and emotion for him,
that is another reason why PM Modi
has started singing peans  for
Kshudiram. But when he went to
Tamil Nadu in the last week of July,
he released a commemorative coin in
honour of the Chola king. Heaping
praises on Chola dynasty during his
address, PM Modi announced the
installation of grand statues of the
monarchs—Rajaraja Chola and his
son Rajendra Chola—in Tamil
Nadu. Earlier in May when he visited
Rajasthan, he effusively praised
‘Operation Sindoor’ launched by the
Indian armed forces and claimed that
the holy name of Sindoor (vermillion)
had forced Pakistan and its terror
operators into submission. Thus, the
Hindutva sentiment was raised in that
Hindi heartland. Actually, the RSS-
BJP-Sangh Parivar’s espousal of
Hindutva is no avowal of Hinduism. It
is now a ploy to polarize the people
along religious lines to strengthen their
Hindu vote bank.

It is typical of a vote-based
power-monger political party like the
BJP who is not averse to put on new
cloaks for the sake of garnering
electoral support. All their gimmicks,
popular gestures and showbiz are for
playing to the gallery. They, in fact,
have no ideological mooring other than
using religious fanaticism and
communalism to precipitate divide
among the people and establish those
divisive thoughts as the principal issue
of electoral battle. And in absence of
proper political consciousness and
being carried by the incessant
propaganda of the bourgeois media,
the people rally behind the bourgeois
parties like the BJP, Congress and
others.

Therefore, paying homage to the
departed soul of martyr Kshudiram in
Modis ‘Man ki bat’, has it come from
the deepest core of his heart? Or has
it been prompred rather with an eye
on the forthcoming elections? But will
people pardon such game of playing
with the name of Martyr Kshudiram,
the legend of Indian freedom
movement and a name that evokes
immense reverence?

Seminar of leftist parties in Kolkata
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Anti-imperialist Committee, West
Bengal Chapter, a seminar on
‘People’s united struggle in the
perspective of war and politics of
division’ was held in Kolkata on 21
August. The speakers were
Comrades Arnab Bhattacharyya
(CPI-M), Mrinmoy Sengupta (RSP),
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Shankar  (CPI-ML-Red  Star),
Soumya Chattopadhyay (MKP),
Amitava Chatterjee, (SUCI-C),

Shubham Banerjee (CPI), Atanu
Chakraborty (CPI ML-Liberation)
and Sumanta Das (CPI ML-Mass
Line). All the speakers lauded the
initiative and stressed on the unity of
the leftist forces.

Haryana bursts into protest

demanding justice for her daughter

Protest in Rohtak on 21 August against
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the unnatural death of a lady teacher

Haryana bursts into protest
when a missing lady teacher's body
was found in wretched condition.
The 19-year-old lady teacher from
Singhani village in Haryana’s
Bhiwani district was missing for two
days. Though her family contacted

the police immediately, they did
nothing to rescue her. Even when the
body was found, they tried to show
it as a case of suicide. The SUCI
(C) demanded a judicial inquiry into
the incident under the supervision of
a sitting judge of the Supreme Court.

Citizens’ Convention on Abha
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A 'Citizens’ Convention' was held on 14 August at Moulali Yuba
Kendra, Kolkata, demanding justice for Abhaya who was raped and
murdered inside her R G Kar Medical College & Hospital more than a
year ago. Though the entire country longed for justice, it is not
achieved yet. The auditorium was packed with the citizens from all
walks of life. It elected a committee named 'Voice of Abhaya—Voice of
Women' with senior advocate Parthasarathi Sengupta as President,
Dr. Biplab Chandra as Secretary and Kalpana Datta as Treasurer.
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