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Maharashtra Election results-some anomalies
do raise question about fairness

The 2024 Mabharashtra
Legislative Assembly elections held
in a single phase on 20 November,
2024, resulting in a decisive victory
for the ruling Maha Yuti alliance
comprising the BJP, Shiv Sena
(Shinde faction), and the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP. They bagged 230 out of
288 seats, with the BJP alone
capturing 132 seats. This result has
surprised many as it does not
conform to the poll results of
parliament election held 5 months
back when the Maha Vikash Aghadi
(MVA) combination of Congress-
Shiv Sena (Uddhav)-NCP (Sharad)
won 30 out of 48 parliament seats
and Mahayuti could get only 17. In
fact, the votes of MVA had
decreased by as high a number as
32,80,000 from parliament to
assembly elections. Such a reverse

SUCI(C)’s call to
foil conspiracy of

communal forces

Calling upon all to observe 6
December, the day of demolishing
Babri Masjid, as Resistance Day
against the heinous ploy of the
communal forces, Comrade Provash
Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C)
issued the following statement on 02-
12-24:

6 December is a disgraceful
day in the history of this country.
On this day in 1992, spurred on by
communal frenzy, a 400 year old
historic monument was razed to
rubbles with a view to firming up
fascism on this soil. The ruling BJP
had orchestrated this demolition to
precipitate a divide in the struggling
unity of the toiling masses in
democratic  movement, reap
electoral benefits and ignite the fire
of communalism. Even today,
raising false bogey, they are
hatching conspiracy to destroy the
religious shrines of the minority
populace in different places.

It is indeed a matter of
immense pain that in our
neighbouring Bangladesh also, the

Contd. on page 8

swing of public opinion within a few
months is indeed puzzling.

Like all previous elections, no
people's issue like spiralling price
line, mounting unemployment,
diminishing income of the toiling
masses, growing crimes against
women, etc., hardly featured in the
campaign trail. Instead, as is the
trend of late, a competition of
freebies surfaced with all fanfare.
The Mahayuti alliance, made several
promises and offered various
freebies during the Maharashtra
Assembly elections. It said that
amount of Ladki Bahin scheme and
senior citizen pension assistance
would be increased to Rs 2,100 per
month from the current Rs 1500,
monthly aid to farmers would be
raised to Rs 15,000 from the current
assistance of Rs12,000, apart from a

20% subsidy over the minimum
support price (MSP).

The opposition MVA also did
not lag behind. It too promised a
range of benefits under their
'Loksevechi Panchasutri’
programme, including a direct cash
benefit of Rs3,000 per month, free
bus rides for women, farm loan
waivers up to Rs 3 lakh, an
additional waiver of Rs 50,000 for
farmers who repay loans, Rs 4,000
dole per head to the unemployed

youth, and health insurance
coverage up to Rs 25 lakh for the
poor.

If  freebies were the

determining factor, then there was
possibility of Aghadi scoring over
Maayuti. But such has not
happened. Some quarters opined
that last minute dispute over 25 seats

within Aghadi which conveyed a
message of a possible fissure within
the alliance and hence was its
defeat. But such disagreements over
seat allotment within Mahayuti were
also reported. So, it is unlikely that
this factor had any influence over
voting preference.

Next is the ploy of precipitating
divides among people on communal-
casteist-ethnic lines to reap benefit
of polarization. Desperate to win the
elections based on such polarization,
the BJP openly played communal
and casteist card—calling for 'Hindu
Unity and OBC Consolidation'. The
PM Modi coined a slogan "Ek Hai
Toh Safe Hai" (Together, we are
safe) obviously aimed at the Hindu
populace and Yogi Adityanath, the
saffron-clad UP chief minister

Contd. on page 4

Statement of eminent citizens of Bangladesh
making an appeal to the people of India

We are at present in a situation when diplomatic
relation between India and Bangladesh is in a sorry
plight. In such a milieu, continuous instigation by some
ultra-communal forces of India is aimed at driving a
wedge into the fraternal relation between the common
people of India and Bangladesh. So, with a grave
concern and apprehension, we are placing our views
before you.

We never regard Indian government and Indian
people as one and the same. We know that people of
India are fighting against communalism and Hindu-
communal forces. After a prolonged movement, we
have been able to dethrone the fascist Hasina
government. In last July-August, you had organized
programmes in support of and solidarity with our
movement. The history of solidarity between our

movement and your movement is spanned over years.
Communalism is a menacing problem of this sub-
continent. We have unitedly fought against
communalism. Communalism precipitates divide among
people, creates split over religious affiliations. The ruling
dispensations of this subcontinent have used
communalism as a tool to shield and divert people's
attention from the burning problems of life like abnormal
rise in price line, education, healthcare, right to work and
atrocities against women. By this, they want to ensure
garnering votes from both majority and minority
communities. Particularly, during the time of change of
political scenario, attack on the minorities has become a
common feature. During the Awami league rule in our
country, there have been many incidents of attacks on

Contd. on page 2

Antl-communal Day observed on 6 December by SUCI (C)
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Statement of eminent citizens

of Bangladesh

Contd. from page 1

the lives and properties of the minority
Hindus as well as the temples. Land of
the Hindus were forcibly grabbed.
After the fall of Hasina government on
5 August last, such attacks on the
Hindu community are being witnessed.
Inspired by the spirit of our movement,
many political parties came forward to
guard the Hindu houses and temples
thereby set a new example of
communal harmony. The democratic
minded people of Bangladesh also
protested the incident of treading upon
the Indian national flag.

We have noticed that many media
houses had not reported facts about
what was happening in Bangladesh.
They are still doing so. For example,
on Saturday. 30 November, a
commercial bus plying in the Dhaka-
Agartala -Dhaka route met with an
accident in Brahmanberia. The bus
collided with a van parked on the
roadside. A particular media of India
propagated that this was an incident of
pre-planned attack. Within hours, there
was an attack on the office of the
Deputy High Commissioner of
Bangladesh in Agartala. The national
flag of Bangladesh was brought down
and torn apart. No doubt the Indian
government expressed regret over the
incident but did not take any effective
step to stop such false propaganda. We
want the fact of the incident should be
brought to the fore.

From such false propaganda, only
the communal forces and the
government of the concerned country
are benefitted. Because riding on
communal overtone, they want to be
saddled in power.

Of late, the role of the Indian
government in the arrest of Chinmoy
Krishna Das has surprised us. He is
not an Indian citizen. In fact, there
were allegations against him within
ISCON and in order to frustrate the
process of internal inquiry against him,
he sued ISCON in the court. So, he
was expelled from ISCON. We stand
by the right of Chinmoy Krishana to
seek justice. Everyone has that right.
But the way the external ministry of
Indian government gave a statement in
his favour with a tearing hurry is really
astonishing,

A complete chaos and disorder
were seen on the day Chinmoy
Krishna was brought to the court and
lawyer  Saiful Islam Alif was
assassinated. Because of a concerted
effort of the people of Bangladesh,
any unpleasant repercussion of the
incident could be prevented.

We want to say that a few Hindu
religious institutions do not represent
the entire Hindu community. Many
among the Hindu community have
raised their voice against such

communal propaganda. Many of the
Hindu community staged protest
demonstrations separately against the
recent attack on the office of the
Deputy High Commissioner of
Bangladesh in Tripura. The Hindu
community of Bangladesh also took
part in such protests in large number.

The Hindu community of
Bangladesh have always been in
favour of establishing a non-communal
state. The role of the Hindu
community in the freedom struggle as
well as democratic movements of
Bangladesh has been laudable. Many
Hindu people had taken part in the
upsurge of last July-August and gave
away their lives. Many of the Indian
media had branded the upsurge as
victory of Islamic fundamentalism.

The Hindus of Bangladesh are
opposed such a falsechood. The
fraternity among various communities
which grew during the upsurge is still
intact. It is not that the communal
forces of this country are inactive. But
only the cemented unity of the people
of India can thwart that.

The root cause of all problems of
both the countries is the same. The
remedy cannot be obtained through
communal conflicts or clashes. The
solution does not lie in fomenting
Hindu-Muslim divide. If one analyzes
the burning problems people of both
the countries are reeling under, no
basic difference would be witnessed.

We shall fight against the
communal forces and tendencies in our
country while you may please stand
firm against the communal forces of
your country. Honouring the aspiration
and nobility of those who sacrificed life
in the democratic movements and
upsurges of your country, you are
urged upon to foil the communal
conspiracy. This ongoing struggle of
the people of both countries is against
the oppression, repression, plunder and
hegemonism of the Indian big
bourgeoisie. Our united struggle is
against divisiveness, hatred and vicious
circle fostering religious fanaticism.
We hope this struggle would intensify
in the days to come and we shall
ultimately emerge as victorious.

Sd/- Professors Sadhin Sen, Dipti

Dutta, Soumya Sarker, Sharmi Barua, Anu
Mohammad, Salimullah Khan, Saeed
Firdaus, Kamrul Hasan Mamun, Tuhin
Wadood, Samina Lutfa Nitra. Film
personalities Labani Mandal, Dhruba
Das, Afsan Ahmed, Barrister Jyotirmoy
Barua, Advocates Palash Kanti Nag and
Snehadri Chakraborty, Dr Tanmoy Sanyal,
Dr Joydeep Bhattacharyya, Writer Saikat
Dey and Sudipto Biswas, Architect
Subrata Sarkar, Journalist Anik Roy,
Seema Dutta, Manas Nandy, Dhrubajyoti
Hore, Pritam Das, Indrani Bhattacharyya
and 118 other eminent personalities,
intellectuals, professionals and social
activists.

REJECT NEET & ALL CENTRALISED ENTRANCE TESTS! WITHDRAW NEP-2020!
IMPLEMENT SCIENTIFIC SECULAR DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION POLICY-2024!

SAVE muﬂ.-

A A protest demonstration of leadmg educationists and intellectuals
organized by All India Save Education Committee at Jantar Mantar, Delhi,
on 2 December in demand of withdrawal of disastrous National Education
Policy 2020 and introduction of secular scientific universal education

BASAD (Marxist) on the recent
developments in
Chattogram, Bangladesh

Appeal to the interim government: Convene a meeting of all
political parties, religious and other organizations

Appeal to the people: Please be restrained and consolidate the
unity of democratic movement

Comrade Masud Rana, coordinator of the central executive
committee of BASAD (Marxist) has, in a statement issued on 29-11-
24 said: We vehemently condemn the death of a lawyer during a clash
at Chattogram High Court on 26 November last. At the same time, we
demand immediate arrest of the culprits and meting out stringent
punishment to them. The violent clash of yesterday has been of grave
concern. We are witnessing that following this despicable incident,
some people are also falling victim to the precipitated divide along the
path of Hindi-Muslim dichotomy and spreading hatred against each
other. All well-meaning conscious people need to rise against such
divisive campaigns.

The defeated Awami League and the BJP government of India
who has given shelter to fugitive Awami League chief are united. They
are out to destroy the unity and solidarity that developed during recent
people’s upsurge by engineering communal riot. But the essence of the
upsurge was totally different. During this upsurge, the common people
of Bangladesh, both Hindus and Muslims and others, sacrificed their
precious lives, rising above all divides, for establishing a democratic and
discrimination-less society. The stain of their blood are not yet erased.
They did not give their life for a Bangladesh steeped in divisive mindset
and mutual hatred. Instead of social unity, communal unity will only
exacerbate divide and pollute the social milieu with the poison of mutual
hatred. We had said this time and again. Because of these unwanted
moves, situation has deteriorated much more compared to what was
earlier. For last two days, formation of human chain programme and
meetings of the Hindu organizations have been attacked. This had not
happened carlier. The reactionary elements within the Hindu and
Muslim communities are spewing venom against each other. The
common people belonging to Hindu community and their properties are
under threat. Alongside, professionals are also becoming insecure. The
killing of one advocate yesterday is a testimony to that. The unity
forged during mass upsurge is facing possibility of becoming
vulnerable.

Because of weakness of the interim government, the defeated
forces are able to take advantage of various incidents. Instead of
initiating exchange of opinions with the forces who spearheaded the
upsurge and establishing unity with them, the interim government is
functioning in a bureaucratic way. It has also failed to contain the
activities of ultra-Islamist forces. This government has failed to resolve
the disputed issues with necessary precaution.

When the need is to develop a united movement against the
burning problems like growing price rise and mounting unemployment,
many people unconsciously are getting trapped in the conspiracy to
divide people based on religion. We hope that they will restrain
themselves at this hard time and ponder over the issues with an open
mind. We call upon the government to immediately convene a meeting
of all political parties, religious and other organizations. We are to face
the situation by developing a consensus among all.
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COP29 — another failed climate summit

The COP29 Climate Summit in
Baku, Azerbaijan, was meant to be a
moment of collective reckoning—a
turning point in the global struggle
against threatening climate change.
Yet, the summit, like many before it,
failed to arrive at a consensus on
working together for arresting
reckless emission of carbon through
unabated fossil fuel burning which

release greenhouse gases like
Carbon dioxide and Methane that
cause global warming. This

conference also was marked by the
same contradictions among the
various participating countries that
have come to define the international
climate discourse.

The overarching question that
hung over COP29, as well as all
previous climate summits, is whether
there was any change in the aversion
on the part of the mighty imperialist-
capitalist countries like US to cut
down carbon emission rates and
release adequate funds to help the
less developed countries to gradually
switching to green fuel use. It bears
recalling that the majority of
greenhouse gases have been emitted
by sources in energy production and
transportation sectors (especially
automobiles) in advanced imperialist-
capitalist countries. Yet these big
brothers continue to be reluctant in
bringing down their own emissions.
Instead, they continue to point at
increasing emissions from the
relatively less  developed or
developing countries.

Friction has been evident in the
debates over what actions should be
undertaken by the developed and
developing countries on what
schedules, and which participant
country or countries should pay
incremental costs for mitigation
measures. For example, as research
finds, the deadly Hurricane Helene
which ravaged Florida's Big Bend
region of US in September last killing
over 150 people, was greatly
exacerbated by global alarming,
Donald Trump, the President
designate of US continues to deny
the climate crisis. Environmentalists
worry that he will also get flood

protections and climate policy

Fiasco of carbon market

It may be recalled that COP29
traversed a rocky path from the
moment UN officials selected petro-
state Azerbaijan as the host nation.
As climate scientists have pointed
out, the primary focus at COP29 was
on market-based solutions, rather
than systemic change. What is
market-based solution? It is
designated as carbon market. Carbon
markets are trading systems in which
carbon credits are sold and bought.

Companies or individuals can
use carbon markets to compensate
for their greenhouse gas emissions by
purchasing carbon credits from
entities that remove or reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. One
tradable carbon credit equals one ton
of carbon dioxide, or the equivalent
amount of a different greenhouse gas
reduced, sequestered or avoided.
When a credit is used to reduce,
sequester, or avoid emissions, it
becomes an offset and is no longer
tradable.

But, as has been experienced,
carbon trading allows advanced
imperialist countries to bypass actual
reductions in their carbon footprints
by purchasing cheap carbon credits
from poorer countries. This dynamic
sustains the exploitative status quo,
where the environmental cost of
capitalist growth is externalized onto
the global poor. The carbon credit
system, promoted as a solution to
offset emissions, is a classic case of
"greenwashing", a mechanism that
allows corporations and wealthy
nations to buy their way out of
environmental responsibility, without
curbing the root causes of climate
change.

In fact, because of a kind of
commodification = of  nature—
encapsulated by carbon markets,
ecological stewardship is reduced to
a mere financial transaction. This
framework perpetuates exploitation,
especially in the Global South, where
communities bear the brunt of
environmental degradation while
many of the Global North (advanced
imperialist-capitalist countries)

including US are merrily shirking
their ~ responsibilities  towards
reducing global warming.

From a scientific perspective
also, carbon markets have long been
criticized as ineffective and deceitful.
Research consistently shows that
these markets often fail to achieve
real reductions in emissions. Rather
than addressing the structural causes

of climate change—fossil fuel
reliance, and unsustainable
production practices driven by

consumerist culture, use and throw,
and overconsumption—carbon
markets offer a false sense of
progress.

The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) has made
it clear that the emissions trajectory
of the past few decades is
incompatible with limiting global
warming to 1.5°C, yet the failure of
carbon markets to deliver substantive
results was barely addressed at
COP29. Instead, there was an
overwhelming emphasis on
expanding these markets, presenting
them as a panacea for the climate
crisis. This fixation on market
solutions as per prescripts of
capitalist globalization-liberalization
ignores the inconvenient truth:
capitalism  thrives on profit
maximization which accrues by way
of ruthless exploitation of both human
labour and natural resources. So, the
climate crisis is not a minor side
effect of economic development—it
is a creation of the capitalist system.
Climate Justice and the issue of

reparations

The COP 29 ended in overtime
on 24 November 2024 with only
modest climate finance goals, and
failed to deliver on an expected
announcement of a new commitment
to cut greenhouse gas emissions, and
displayed unusually high tensions
among nations, spurred in part by
statements from the host, Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev, that oil and
gas was a "gift from God." The result
was deep concern among climate
policy activists for the future of
climate diplomacy and so the
outcome of the summit reflected a

chilling reality that greed for profit
maximization by the global monopolist
sharks and giant multinationals has
reached such an extent that even
such a menacing threat to survival of
human civilization is of no concern to
them.

In fact, from the perspective of
climate activists, COP29 has been
detrimental to the less developed or
developing countries of the global
South. Despite the rhetoric of
climate justice, the summit offered
little more than symbolic gestures
and unfulfilled promises. And now, so
many years later, for small island
states, already bearing the brunt of
rising seas, the calls for financial
reparations—$39 billion annually for
island countries and $220 billion for
less developed countries—were
ignored. These nations, who have
contributed the least to climate
change, are now expected to
shoulder the greatest burden, all
while wealthy imperialist countries
like US continue to prioritize their
own profit-greed by renouncing their
responsibility for lessening climate
crisis by bringing down fossil fuel
burning and providing due financial
assistance to the less developed or
developing countries to adopt
measures to contain carbon emission.

The demand for climate
reparations is not just about money; it
is a demand for accountability and a
recognition of the historical process
and injustices that have led to the
current crisis. Activists argue that
wealthy nations, having built their
wealth on the excessive use of fossil
fuels at the cost of climate health,
must now take responsibility for the
ecological debt they have incurred.

Yet, at COP29, the financial
mechanisms proposed for climate
finance remained woefully

inadequate. The $100 billion annual
target, touted as a lifeline for the
Global South, remains insufficient,
alongside the unfulfilled
commitments for over a decade and
hence could not be considered
anything other than a farce.

The summit failed to recognize
that the climate crisis cannot be
separated from the economic and
social structures that govern human

Contd. on page 4

Delhi is now a gas chamber to fill
pockets of capitalists

As winter approaches, Delhi, the national
capital, becomes a gas chamber because of
severe air pollution. This November has been no
exception, if not worse. It was hard to breathe,
the eyes were burning, and the throat was drying
up. Houses located a hundred meters away were
obscured even in the middle of the day. A thick
blanket of fog enveloped the entire northern part
of the state in the morning. As a result, visibility
was reduced to zero in many areas. Trains and
flights have been disrupted. At least 28 trains

really a gas chamber.

between New Delhi and Anand Vihar were
running late by 2 to 9 hours due to fog. It became

Pollution level 17 times higher than
approved level

And there is no Hitler-Goring-Goebbels at
the door of that gas chamber. People who live in
Delhi cannot escape death-chamber if they want
to. They, in fact, are damaging their lungs by
inhaling the poisonous air and shortening their life
span. When the Air Quality Index (AQI) is above

400, it is considered severe. According to Swiss
air technology company IQAir, the AQI in some

parts of Delhi ranged between 800 and 1,100,
categorized as 'hazardous'. Anand Vihar, Dwarka

Sector 8, and Vasant Vihar (VV) Block C
recorded the highest AQI levels, with readings of
1,105, 1,057, and 1,041, respectively.
evening, the Air Quality Index (AQI) hovered
over 1,700, more than 17 times higher than the
acceptable limit. So, the amount of oxygen in the
air is decreasing and the amount of dust and
carbon particles is increasing. In this condition,
the physical damage to the lungs is the most,
especially in children and the elderly. The smog

One

Contd. on page 6




PAGE FOUR

DECEMBER 15, 2024

PROLETARIAN ERA

Drastic increase in last hour
voter turnout figure

raises question

Contd. from page 1

known for his vitriolic utterances against the minority
community, parallelly floated another slogan "Batenge Toh
Katenge" (Divided, we would be butchered) to woo the
OBCs (other backward classes).

Another notable feature was that the RSS, which
reportedly remained a bit passive during the parliament
election, had thrown its gauntlet behind the Mahayuti this
time mobilizing grassroot support across Maharashtra. The
RSS organized numerous small meetings and launched a
campaign called "Sajag Raho" (Be vigilant, be awake),
which bolstered the BJP's push in the assembly polls.
Maratha reservations card was also played 'addressing
their concerns' directly, to secure substantial support from
Maratha voters. This might have been a crucial factor in
the Saffron brigade's electoral success. But recently the
anomaly noticed in the vote counts has raised eyebrows.
Because such an inexplicable difference could indeed have
made differences in the margins of vote polled. The
election was marred by allegations of voter data tampering,
EVM manipulation and procedural lapses. Not limiting its
enterprise to just all this, as per the accusations of the
opposition, the BJP and its allies went as far to delete the
votes of their supporters and add fake votes

On 19 October last, the MVA constituents wrote to
the ECI that the ruling BJP was manipulating the voter list
with support of the pliant administration and a blind-folded
Election Commission. In many constituencies, names of
10000 voters identified as MVA supporters were deleted
and replaced by equal number of fake voters. It is
suspected that total number of names of MVA supporters
deleted from the voter list after the parliament elections
could be nearly 30, 00,000 in the state. They alleged that in
five months after parliament elections 2024, the number of
total voters in Maharashtra increased by 47, 00,000. They
have expressed doubt that these 47,00,000 "new" voters
might have contributed significantly to the increase of BJP
votes.

Next point that arouses suspicion is that the voter
turnout at 5 pm (one hour before the closing time) on polling
day was reported by the Election Commission to be
58.22%. But, by 11:30 pm the same night, it increased to
65.02%, and by the next day, 21 November, it was revised
to be 66.05% Translated in number, this 8 % odd
difference accounts for 76 lakh votes. In other words, as
per the voter data provided by the Election Commission,
between 5:00 pm and the close timing of polling i.e., 6:00
pm, approximately 76 Lakh votes were cast. Further, there
was yet another hike of approximately 10 Lakh voters only
hours prior to the counting of votes on 23.11.2024. It also
does not look possible for the EC to have even come out
with the final data by 11:30 pm considering that 76 lakh
voters have exercised their franchise within the last hour
of polling. Former CEC S.Y. Quraishi had said earlier that
voter turnout is recorded and updated in real time and that
there was no "logical explanation" of why voter turnout
figures have been increasing drastically in the last few
elections.

Is it that the Election Commission was so inefficient
as not to be able to furnish correct data despite so much
of 'close monitoring' and being equipped with so many
modern technology? Or some strings were pulled from
behind to change the declared numbers following some
"arrangements" to tamper with the results? It does remain
a mystery in the context of the elections being controlled
now a days by money-muscle-media-administrative power
to elicit the result mandated by the ruling capitalist class.

Capitalism's drive for profit
causing climate crisis

Contd. from page 3

life. As urban population swells, inequality
deepens. The poor, especially marginalized
communities, are left to suffer the worst
effects of climate change, while the wealthy
remain insulated in climate-controlled
spaces. The rhetoric of "leaving no one
behind" was conspicuously absent in the
concrete policies presented at COP29. As
modern cities become hot islands which is
another factor in climate crisis, the social
fabric of urban life is torn apart by
inequality—the rich insulating themselves by
creating protective shield like living in air-
conditioned surrounding and avoiding
exposure while the poor face the vagaries of
global warming and deteriorating climate
condition, and that too in the mist of the
havoc wrought by unprecedented pollution.
Incidentally, there ought to be a word on
thriving tourism industry a major source of
carbon emissions, in which the rich
countries find a new avenue for reaping
huge commercial gains, has long been
ignored in climate discussions. Yet its
environmental impact is undeniable. The
rebound of tourism to 90% of pre-pandemic
levels highlights the capitalist priorities that
continue to dominate global economic policy.
While the summit acknowledged the carbon
footprint of tourism for the first time, it did
little to offer substantive, enforceable
measures to reduce its impact.

The tourism industry's unsustainable
practices, fuelled by the demand for cheap
flights and luxury travel, epitomize the
contradictions of a global economic system
that prioritizes profit over sustainability.
Tourism, like fossil fuel extraction, is driven
by the pursuit of profit, not by any genuine
concern for ecological balance or social well-
being. The short-term economic benefits of
mass tourism are measured in billions, but
the long-term environmental cost—
overcrowded cities, depleted resources and
polluted ecosystems—is hardly ever
factored into the equation. Without structural
changes to the global economy, which must
include the regulation of industries be it
tourism, or a host of others, any progress in
climate action, that is to say, actions for
mitigation of and adaptation to global
warming will remain superficial.

So, it is not enough to implement
technical solutions to reduce emissions;
genuine climate action must address the
underlying social and economic inequalities
that drive environmental degradation.

A Marxist critique of man-made
climate crisis

The climate crisis, when viewed on the
anvil of scientific methodology of analysis
ingrained in Marxism-Leninism, the highest
ideology of the time, would be found to be
not merely an issue of environmental
protection or technological innovation—it is a
consequence of capitalism's inherent
contradictions. Capitalism which is based on
exploitation of human labour for the sake of
profit and driven by the need for constant
growth in profit necessarily leads to the
exploitation of natural resources. The
commodification of nature, seen in the

Garlanding Bhagat Singh statue at Chandigarh by
AIDYO, Chandigarh-Punjab, on 4 December

expansion of carbon markets and carbon
credits, is a prime example of this dynamic.
The natural world is reduced to a set of
transactions, measured in terms of market
value, while the ecological costs of
exploitation are externalized.

Enmeshed in an unsolvable economic
crisis endemic of the system, the imperialists-
capitalists are now desperately trying to
prolong their inevitable doom by taking
recourse to acts which are not only inimical
to people's interest but pose a serious threat
to survival of human civilization. For example,
the role of tourism in the climate crisis was
another key issue raised at COP29.

Evidently, capitalism's drive for profit
maximization leads to the degradation of both
people and the planet. In the climate crisis,
the richest nations, responsible for the bulk of
historical emissions, continue to maintain their
dominance over global resources, whereas
the relatively underdeveloped Global South is
left to bear the brunt of the crisis. The
expansion of carbon markets and the
continued reliance on capitalist growth models
show that, rather than confronting these
contradictions, COP29 sought to
accommodate them.

Criminal neglect of crucial climate crisis

The legacy of COP29 will ultimately
depend on whether the promises made in
Baku are translated into meaningful action.
Yet, based on the evidence presented at the
summit, the likelihood of genuine progress is
slim. The financial pledges made to
developing nations are inadequate, carbon
markets remain an unregulated farce, and
social inequalities continue to be sidelined in
favour of technocratic solutions that offer
little more than incremental change.

In the final analysis, the climate crisis is
not a distant threat—it is a present reality that
demands radical, transformative change. The
false hope offered by COP29 is merely
another chapter in the long history of
international climate summits that prioritize
profit and power over people and the planet.
To avoid ecological collapse, we must
confront capitalism's inherent contradictions
head-on. Until then, the powerful imperialist-
capitalist countries will continue to tinker with
solutions that perpetuate the very systems of
exploitation that have brought us to this
precipice.
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10th All India Students' Conference by AIDSO

Students of the Country pledge
to save education, culture and humanity

The All India Democratic
Students' Organization (AIDSO) held
the 10th All India Students'

Conference in Delhi to save education,
culture and humanity from the attack
of the National Education Policy
(2020). More than 4000 students from
28 States and 6 Union Territories
participated in the Conference held
from 27th to 29th November 2024 at
Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi named
'Shaheed Udham Singh Nagar'. The

conference called on the students of
the country to unite against the
National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-
2020), designed to strip education of
its essence and wipe out whatever little
democratic secular, scientific
education is still existing in the
country. Formulated to buttress the
sinister agenda of the ruling capitalist
class to consign the students to the
abyss of darkness and fractured
mindset by trumpeting of Indian
tradition and traditional knowledge is
really nothing other than saffronization
of education advocated by the ruling
RSS-BJP combine. Packaged under
the cover of such trumpeting of the
NEP 2020 is a roadmap to destroy the
public education system, sow seeds of
discord in the minds of students
through the extremely communalized
curricula, abolish rational bent of mind
and  scientific  temper, inhibit
development of a comprehensive
understanding about any subject,
emphasize vocationalization instead of
democratic education, hand over
education sector to private operators
to run on a commercial basis and
establish total control of the
government on education system
thereby  subverting  time-tested
academic autonomy. So, it is
incumbent on education-loving people
and students to thwart this
treacherous deceptive dangerous NEP
2020 poised to annihilate education.
Great Lenin once said, "The
minister regards the workers as
gunpowder, and knowledge and
education as a spark; the minister is
convinced that if the spark falls into
the gunpowder, the explosion will be
directed first and foremost against the
government." (Lenin Collected Works,
Progress Publishers, 1972, Moscow,
Volume 2, page 90) This is why
education is under incessant attack not
only in Tsarist Russia, but all over the

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C)
addressing the concluding session

world. After independence of our
country from the yoke of British
imperialism and becoming a capitalist
country, curtailment of education has
been a continuous phenomenon. The
National Education Policy-1986 of the
Congress government led by Rajiv
Gandhi had blown up this onslaught
on education several folds. Then in
1998, the NDA government led by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee formed the 'Birla-
Ambani  Committee' under the
leadership of two
topmo st
monopolists  and
l accelerated
privatization and
commercialization
of education. In
2004, the National
Policy of Education
was formed for the
same purpose, and
in 2009, the
"Yashpal Committee' was formed. In
2009, the Congress-led UPA-II
government struck at the foundation
of elementary education by abolishing
the Pass-Fail system up to Class VIII

Poet Gahar Raja

in the name of the 'Right to Education
Act-2009'. After the BJP government
led by PM Modi assumed power in
2014, further ploys were woven to put
the final nail in the coffin of education
through widespread saffronization,
commercialization and privatization.

Now, whether it is the BJP-led
state governments, or the opposition-
led state governments like Trinamool
Congress government in West Bengal,
the CPI(M)-led LDF government in
Kerala, the Congress government in
Karnataka, the AAP government in
Delhi, or the DMK government in
Tamil Nadu, all are implementing the
National Education Policy 2020,
barring some minor changes in the
vocabulary. To strengthen the student
movement to resist this monstrous
attack on education and the learning
process, the 10th All India Students'
Conference was held in New Delhi at
the call of AIDSO.

Call of the Open Session: Resist
NEP 2020,
Save Public Education

The dais of the Open Session
was dedicated to the great martyr
Birsa Munda. Proceedings began with
the hoisting of the organization's flag
and garlanding the Martyrs' Column.

It was followed by the inauguration of
different exhibitions. The quotation
exhibition was inaugurated by Prof.
Arun Kumar, a Renowned Economist,
and the Art Exhibition by Prof. Nandita
Narain, former President of DUTA &
FEDCUTA, and the Photo Exhibition
by Prof. Sachidanand Sinha, Retd.
Professor, INU & President, Institute
of Indian Geographers.

The open  session  was
inaugurated by Prof. Irfan Habib, an
eminent historian of international fame,
by a video message. Chief Guest Prof.
Chaman Lal, Advisor, Bhagat Singh
Archives and Resource Centre,
addressed the gathering. Strongly
criticizing NEP-2020, he held that
man-making, character building,
cultural base, and legacy of great
personalities of the Indian freedom
struggle are sought to be destroyed.
Special Guest Comrade Arun Kumar
Singh, former President of AIDSO,
dwelt on the history of the student
movement and expressed that the
tremendous public response to the
conference indicated the wrath of the
people towards the worsening

Prof. Chaman Lal

condition of the education system and
the government's apathy towards
public-funded education. V. N
Rajasekhar, the outgoing President,
AIDSO and other state leaders also
spoke in the meeting. A Resolution

condemning the undemocratic
detention of 8 student leaders in Guna,
Madhya  Pradesh was passed

unanimously. A written message by
Prof. Romila Thapar, professor of
Ancient History, Emerita at JNU and
another renowned historian, was read
out. The session was presided over by
Comrade Sourav Ghosh, General
Secretary, AIDSO.

The succeeding session on 'Left
Unity' was held with various left
student organizations. The session
was dedicated to the great martyrs'
Asfaqullah Khan and Vinod Kinariwala.
The session was chaired by Comrade
Ajeet Panwar, Secretariat Member,
AIDSO. Comrades Prasenjit Kumar,
General Secretary, AISA, Viraj
Debang, National President, AISF,
Jayavardhan, Secretary, AISB, Nowfal
Md. Safiulla, General Secretary, PSU
and Manishankar Pattanayak,
Secretariat Member, AIDSO addressed
the session.

Later in the evening, a cultural

session dedicated to the great
revolutionary poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
and inaugurated by Dr. Gauhar Raza,
eminent poet and former chief
scientist, CSIR was held with various
performance of cultural programmes
by the participants from different
states.

Call of the Delegate Session: Save
Education, Culture and Humanity

The dais of the delegate session
was dedicated to Martyrs Alluri
Sitaram Raju and Kanaklata Barua. It
began with an International Session
which was dedicated to the struggling
people of the Palestine. It was chaired
by Comrade Chandan Santra,
Secretariat Member, AIDSO.
Comrades Arati Lama, President, All
Nepal National Free Students Union,
Narendra C, President, All Nepal
Students Union (Socialist) and
Ashwini KS, Secretariat Member,
AIDSO addressed the session. Video
messages sent by Comrades Mangala
Madamugge, National Organiser,
Revolutionary ~ Students ~ Union,
Srilanka, Salman Siddiqi, President,
Socialist Students Front Bangladesh
and Milos, League of Socialist Youth
of Yugoslavia were displayed. Written
messages sent by the National
Students Front, Pakistan, Greater
Chittagong Hill Tracts Hill Students'
Council  (PCP)—  Bangladesh,
Federation of Socialist Youth
Associations, Turkey, Ho Chi Minh
Communist Youth Union, Vietnam,
Communist Youth of Venezuela and
International Coordination of
Revolutionary Parties and
Organizations (ICOR) were read out
in the session.

After that, an academic session
on 'Attack of NEP on Public
Education' was held. It was dedicated
to the great renaissance personality
Jotibarao Phule. Prof. Ram Puniyani,
an eminent educationist and a retired
professor, IIT, Mumbai; Prof. L.
Jawahar Nessan, Former Vice-
chancellor, JSSTU, Mysore; Prof
Wandel Passah, Eminent educationist,
Meghalaya; Prof. Zameer Uddin Shah,
Former Vice-Chancellor, AMU,
Aligarh; Prof Navneet Sharma, Central
University of Himachal Pradesh; and
Dr. Tarun Mandal, leader of people's
health movement and an ex-MP
discussed on the adverse effect of
NEP 2020 on public education. The
session was moderated by Comrade
Aleena S, Secretariat Member, AIDSO
and keynote address was given by
Comrade V. N Rajasekhar.

The evening session started with
placing a Resolution giving tributes to
the fighters who laid their lives for the
cause of students, education, and
society. Later, the main political
resolution, as well as various other
resolutions on—'"War and Genocide in
Palestine', 'Atrocities against Women',
'Unrest prevailing in Manipur',
'Destruction of our Ecosystem', and
'Job for all', were moved and passed
unanimously  afterwards through
discussion. On 29 November, the
delegates and observers discussed on

Contd. on page 8
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Air Quality Index is more than

17 times higher than acceptable limit

Contd. from page 3
contains "hazardous" levels of
PM2.5, a particulate matter

measuring 2.5 microns or less in
diameter, that can be carried into the
lungs causing deadly diseases and
serious cardiac issues. Having
worsened during the last decade, the
months-long spell of intense smog
during this winter in a city of more
than 30 million people translates into
severe neurological, cardiovascular,
and respiratory diseases, lung
capacity loss, or even cancer. It is
also changing how people live in the
world's most polluted city, amplifying
the social divides in an already
deeply unequal society.

In neighbouring Haryana, the
AQI was 631, equivalent to smoking
33.25 cigarettes a day. Situation is
not just alarming but horrific. On 18
November last, the pollution level
surpassed everything and reached
'dangerous' levels. Earlier, Delhi was
observing the third level of Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP) due
to pollution. Considering the situation
on that day, the administration finally
had to issue security measures at
the fourth level (GRAP-4). Yet,
there is hardly any perceptible
improvement.

All stop-gap arrangements
proved abortive

It may be recalled that way
back in March 2019, the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change finalized a
comprehensive action plan to
combat air pollution in Delhi. This
plan had listed a number of steps to
reduce vehicular emissions, the
number of vehicles on the road and
construction dust and has indicated
agencies responsible for
implementation. Yet no tangible
outcome was noticed. In fact, in
November 2019 while hearing a
matter related to air pollution in the
National Capital said that it is better
not to live in New Delhi, as the city
resembles a gas chamber. "What
remains to be done as per the
comprehensive action plan? What
is required to keep in check
environment pollution in Delhi?
Implementation  is  definitely
lacking”, the Apex Court asked. At
that time, dangerous particulate
levels in the air were about 20 times
the WHO maximum. Schools were
closed, construction work halted. In
a bid to cut traffic pollution, the
Delhi state government announced
that there would be no diesel cars in
the city. Most of the government
buses, autos and four-wheelers now
run on compressed natural gas

(CNG). The rest of the car runs on
petrol. The network of metro-rail is
spread like a net in the Delhi city.
Even fireworks were officially
banned. The Supreme Court once
has again pulled up the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government of Delhi
and the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) for the delay in
implementing the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) despite the
worsening air pollution levels in
Delhi. Court ruled that whenever
the level of pollution in the air falls
below 400, GRAP-4 safety should
be followed. According to GRAP-4,
all classes in the schools except
standard 10 and 12 are to be
conducted online. All construction
work, digging and excavation will be
stopped. No goods truck will be
allowed to enter the capital city
except for emergency services. In
government offices, 50% of the staff
will have to work from home, etc.
So, in that event, pollution will
eventually make people housebound
and jobless. Workers, hawkers,
shopkeepers,  office ~ workers,
essential workers, traffic police,
etc., are the most affected by this
pollution.

But did the situation improve
with all such recommendations?
Unfortunately, not—rather
worsened further. The dire air
quality has sparked urgent calls for
action as residents grapple with the
hazardous conditions. Many Delhi
residents are openly expressing
frustrations over the lack of proper
remedial action to tackle the
persistent pollution crisis.

Pointless blame game

Obviously, the blame game has
ensued between the ruling BJP and
the opposition—the AAP and
Congress—as to who is responsible
for this precarious condition of Delhi.
The BJP is in power at the Centre
and Delhi is its capital. They do not
want to leave the control on law and
order in the hand of the state. The
Aam Aadmi Party has been in
power in Delhi for three consecutive
terms. From transport to industries,
even the environment and pollution
control departments are in their
hands. But these two parties and
their governments are blaming each
other for this outcome in Delhi. BJP-
appointed Lieutenant General VK
Saxena  blamed the  AAP
government's "gross inaction" for
this disaster. BJP leader Shehzad
Poonawalla alleged: "Delhi has
become a gas chamber. AAP used
to blame stubble burning in
Punjab for that. Now, more than

6,000 cases of stubble burning
have happened in Punjab, but
they chose to stay silent on that.
They blame Diwali, UP. and
Haryana for the rise in air
pollution, but they remain silent
on the internal reasons for Delhi's
situation. Whether it is pollution
in the Yamuna River or air
pollution in Delhi, AAP is
responsible for all this." Retorting
back, Atishi Marlena, the present
AAP chief minister of Delhi blamed
the central government for the
disaster and said, "People are
unable to breathe due to lack of
action by the Bhartiya Janata
Party-led Centre.... Other cities in
North India are also polluted....
What is the Centre doing.... Only
Punjab (where AAP is in power)
has reduced stubble burning. Why
is the Centre not taking action
against others?"
Why is the pollution

But the basic question is what
is causing this pollution? The first
reason given is stubble-burning in
adjoining Punjab and Haryana. But
that common belief is stated to be
not true. A new study by the Centre
for Science and Environment (CSE),
a Delhi-based environmental think
tank, states that stubble burning is
responsible for only 8 percent of
Delhi's air pollution. But stubble-
burning does not take place in
December, but smog continues to
enshroud the city. Second reason of
emissions from vehicles also does
not hold water as diesel-driven
vehicles are no more on the roads.
It is also stated that the waste-to-
energy plants, first set up during
erstwhile Congress regime, have
backfired and adding to the toxic
fumes of Delhi. Another reason is
bursting of crackers mostly of toxic
nature. Diwali and in other festivals
which span from autumn to end of
winter are all 'cracker celebration'.
Even in the marriages of the
wealthier people, bursting crackers
is a kind ritual. Despite repeated
warning from the environmental
boards and climate activists, even
after imposing total bans or time
restrictions, non-green crackers are
burst with impunity. No doubt,
crackers do contribute significantly
to air pollution.

But the main reason for this
deadly pollution is suppressed by all
the ruling parties. That is, the toxic
emission from the chimneys of the
factories in and around the Delhi
metropolis. A large number of small
and big factories have come up in
the city and its outskirts in the last
few decades. In areas like Mundka
Industrial Area, Nangloi and
Dwarka, a large number of factories
have come up adding further to the
already very high pollution level.

Faridabad industrial belt is also
adjacent to Delhi. The industrialists
are being allowed to open factories
in densely populated areas as well
with no proper system of proper
emission control system in place or
disposal of factory wastes. They
merrily tweak pollution norms with
the ruling parties remaining as
indulgent onlookers. Even, the
environment protection law is being
changed to allow opening of new
factories. Thus, scope for profit
maximization of the industrialists is
widened by allowing them to save
cost of installing proper devices and
mechanism to conform to pollution
norms.  Secondly, the very
geographical location in a river
valley also limits air circulation. A
cold air mass blankets the region,
trapping warmer air high in pollution.
Thirdly, thermal plants are also
responsible for the increasing
pollution in Delhi. Fourthly, the
administration reportedly did not
clear proposal for the bio-mining
projects to clean three million tonnes
of waste from Ghazipur landfill and
two million tons from Okhla landfill.
Fifthly, despite all restrictions, many
cars particularly heavy vehicles
continue to give a slip to those
obviously in connivance with the
corruption-stricken administration. It
is also worth noting that during the
lockdown period due to COVID-19,
the air in Delhi became completely
clean as many activities were halted,
clarifying that the air pollution in the
national capital is, in fact, due to
local activities like factory emission,
waste disposals, vehicular traffic,
etc. Accumulated effect of all these
reasons is turning Delhi into a gas
chamber. And the brunt of this
calamity is borne by the poor people.
There are many migrant workers
employed on contractual basis in the
industries and construction sites in
and around Delhi. Also, there are
small traders, shopkeepers and
vendors who have come from
various places to Delhi for somehow
make an earning for subsistence. But
many of them are falling ill because
of this menacing air pollution.
"Working in this hell and trying to
save money in Delhi is as toxic as
breathing here,” said one such
poor. They cannot even leave the
city and go back to their hometowns
and villages because there is no
means of earning there. Back in
their village homes, the somehow
dragging life of their families would
come to a grinding halt and death
would stare at them. We have seen
their predicament during sudden
lockdown clamped with barely 4
hours' notice by the government
when Covid 19 had gripped the
country. Within days, a shocked

Contd. on page 8
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Make Success 22nd All India Conference of All
India United Trade Union Centre (AIUTUC)

Friends,

The 22nd All India Conference of All India
United Trade Union Centre (AIUTUC) is going to be
held on 15, 16, 17 December 2024 at Bhubaneswar,
Odisha. This Conference will be attended by
delegates from almost all the states across the
country, both from the organized and unorganized
sectors including the scheme workers.

The Conference will deliberate thoroughly on
the present highly deplorable condition of the
working people of our country in particular and
globally in general. The Conference will also devise
concrete organizational plans and programmes to
combat these mounting capitalist attacks on the
toiling people by developing mighty, united and
sustained movements of different sections of the
working people. The Congress government
introduced the policy of capitalist globalization in the
early nineties of last century at the behest of the
ruling Indian monopolists. Following their
footprints, the ruling dispensation at the centre led
by the BJP for last one decade is carrying on
barbarous onslaughts on the lives and livelihoods of
the toiling millions at an accelerated pace. The BJP
government is aggressively pushing through various
black legislations including introduction of back
labour codes to rob hard-earned rights of the
working class. Alongside they are demolishing even

Some of the ™ i
State

AIUTUC
conferences

West Bengal

the last vestiges of all trade union and democratic
rights achieved through historic struggles of the
working people. Steep rise of prices of all essential
commodities like food items, medicines, petroleum
products etc., are hitting hard the life and livelihood
of the working people resulting in considerable
erosion of their real wages. Unemployment problem
has surpassed all time record, afflicting the families
of not only the downtrodden people, but even of the
middle class at large.

The BJP government, in continuation of the
previous Congress rule is pursuing more aggressive
drive for privatization and corporatization of public
sector undertakings and government enterprises
through various means like disinvestment,
monetization of productive assets, outsourcing etc.
Ban on new recruitment, wanton retrenchment, lay
off, closure of industrial establishments,
contractualization of perennial nature of jobs has
drastically downsized the permanent workforce in
the organized sector. Introduction of 'Fixed Term
Employment' and the Platforms of Gig Workers has

legalized the heinous capitalist policy of 'Hire & Fire'.
Replacement of Old Pension Scheme by New
Pension System for central and state government
employees including teachers has reduced the social
security to a sheer mockery. The miseries of the
vast multitude of different sections of the
unorganized sector workers are increasing by leaps
and bounds. The tragic uncertain condition of life of
the migrant labourers was exposed during the period
of Covid pandemic. The long-standing genuine and
legitimate demand of providing government
employees' status to all Scheme Workers like ASHA,
Anganwadi, Mid-Day Meals, NRLM etc. is being
outrightly denied by the governments. Peasantry
which constitutes about 70% of our population is
being denied of legal guarantee for Minimum
Support Price @ C2 + 50% for all crops. In the
name of democracy and rhetoric of development,
only 5% of the population of our country has
accumulated more than 60% of country's wealth
created by the hard labour of the toiling people. On
the contrary, bottom 50% of the population do not
even possess 5% of the national wealth which they
themselves have created. The 77 years of so-called
much trumpeted democratic rule of different
political parties, especially the BJP and the Congress,
have uninterruptedly widened the gap between a
handful of super rich and the vast majority of the

pauperized labouring masses.

So, the sordid experience of the
working people is that mere changes
of government through elections in the
' % name of democracy have not changed
L their life in any way. Rather, it has

worsened. So, the crying need of hour
is to develop countrywide mighty united movements
on the burning issues of different sections of the
working people initiating from the grassroot level.

The struggling unity of the working people and
the poor peasants is of paramount importance. The
political parties serving the interest of the ruling
capitalist class, particularly the BJP and its
ideological mentor, the RSS are fanning up
communal, casteist, ethnic, chauvinist and parochial
enmity within the toiling masses to divide their
struggling unity. Rape, gang rape, murder and
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atrocities on women, including the working women,
occurring almost every moment have been made
neo-normal in the BJP's fascist autocratic regime.
The ruling dispensation is demolishing scientific
rationality and temper along with systematic
distortion of historic events and facts. All these
fascistic designs are creating hurdles before
development of the desired mighty united sustained
and militant struggle of the workmg people Which
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alone can force the government to yield to the
legitimate demands of the working people. This
conference is purported to chart out the course of
and develop countrywide mighty workers'
movements against the mounting onslaughts
unleashed by the ruling capitalist class and its
subservient governments. In this eventuality, it is the
fervent appeal of the 22nd All India Conference of
All India United Trade Union Centre (AIUTUC) to
the working people of the country to unleash a
comprehensive battle against the ruling capitalist
class and their subservient governments. We further
appeal to all the working people of our country and
all those who stand by their just cause to come
forward and extend all possible help and co-
operation—physically, morally and financially—to
ensure the success the forthcoming All India
Conference of AIUTUC.

Conference of World Federation of
Trade Unions (WFTU) in Hyderabad
on 4 December under the joint
auspices of AIUTUC, AITUC and
CITU, Comrade Georgios Mavrikos,
W.FET.U Honorary President
addressed a seminar on ''World Trade
Union Movement, Its History and the
Current International Situation'.

Among others, Comrades Rajendra AIUTUC Telangana State Secretary, MD Yusuf, the All India Vice President
of AITUC and Chukkaramulu, All India Vice President of CITU also spoke on the occasion.
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of justice for the R G Kar victim.

SUCI(C) on grant of bail to two
R G Kar accused

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI (C), issued the following
statement on 13-12-2024: The whole country is
Session Court, Kolkata, to grant bail to Sandip Ghosh and Abhijit Mondal, two prime accused in
the brutal rape and murder of a female PGT at R G Kar Medical College despite there being a
host of evidences against them. It is evident that the CBI has not put up a strong charge-sheet
against them at the behest of the central government and conniving West Bengal government.
This is a sheer case of wanton travesty of justice. Though released on bail, these two accused
would continue to be looked down upon as reproachful culprits.

We call upon the people to rise up in protest and organize powerful movement in demand

shocked by the decision of the Sealdah

Indian capital is the most polluted city in world

Contd. from page 6
nation began to see images of thousands walking

down highways on foot, braving hunger and thirst,
the sweltering summer heat, densely forested
areas and with continuous threat of disease and
death looming large. Walking miles after miles,
many of them have died out either of fatigue or
accident. But even that huge number is but a
trickle compared to the millions of migrants forced
to stay back and herded together in terrible
conditions for the greater part. Clearly the poor
in capitalist India are on their own. Not only Delhi,
all other metropolis are facing similar hazards. Air
pollution reportedly accounts for nearly 2.18
million deaths per year in India, while more than
510 million people who live in northern India —
nearly 40 percent of India's population— are "on
track” to lose 7.6 years of their lives on average.
A study in 2021 co-authored by Narasimha Rao,
an associate professor at the Yale School of the
Environment, found that poorer Indian households
bear a disproportional impact from pollution
caused by others.
Remedy is not elusive

If the government strictly enforces
installation of purification devices in industrial
units, speedily shut down coal-fired thermal plants
and replace them by generation of electricity from
renewable sources, ensures use of scientific
techniques for waste disposal as well as methods

of avoiding stubble-burning and be vigilant
against any violation of vehicular traffic norms,
this death-trap can be averted. But we find that
PM Modi and the BJP government who are
more interested in showcasing the new
parliament building and modernized central vista,
running highly expensive Vande Bharat express,
hiking fare of metro rail exorbitantly to make
travel in that beyond reach of the common
people, constructing flyovers and talking of using
space technology for laying road, are having
least concern for this lethal pollution of the
capital city. The government is rolling out
measures—Ilike sprinkling water, capping
vehicle entry into cities—which are "bandaging
the situation" rather than addressing the root
causes behind the worsening pollution. Our PM
is being projected as Vishwaguru, but the ruling
dispensation does not feel even a bit ashamed
when our capital Delhi is rated as the most
polluted city in the world. We are reminded of
the terrible disaster that occurred in the city of
London from 5 to 9 December 1952. The smog
was caused by a combination of industrial
pollution and weather conditions. The disaster
took away from 10,000 to 12,000 deaths. Is it
that our government wants us to head towards
the same consequence in India? What is more
important, more profits for the capitalists, or the
lives of millions and millions of ordinary people?

10th All India Students' Conference by AIDSO

Contd. from page 5

the draft organizational report which was
unanimously adopted. The amendments to the
Constitution of AIDSO were also passed in the
session. After that, Comrade Chandidas
Bhattacharya, former national leader of AIDSO and
Polit Bbureau member of SUCI(C) addressed the
delegates. He congratulated the leaders and
organizers of AIDSO for holding a successful
conference with delegates from 28 states and 6
Union Territories. He exhorted that, as the strongest
left student organization in the country, AIDSO
should lead the united left democratic student
movement against educational and social issues,
particularly, NEP 2020. He urged upon the student
delegates and observers to carry forward the
teachings of the doyens of Renaissance and Indian
freedom struggle, imbibe the thoughts of Great
Marxist thinker, Shibdas Ghosh, and build a mighty
student movement based on correct ideology. Later,
a 204-membered Central Council with Comrade

Sourav Ghosh as President, Comrade Shibasis
Praharaj as General Secretary, a 28-member
Central Executive and 51-member Central
Working Committee was elected. The conference
concluded with a video message from Comrade
Provash Ghosh, the founder General Secretary of
AIDSO and the present General Secretary,
SUCI(C). In his message, he appealed that being
armed with the illumining thoughts and teachings
of Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, the students and
youths of the country should come forward to
combat the attack of capitalist-imperialist rulers
on education, culture and humanity. Society needs
thousands of new Kshudiram, Bhagat Singh,
Chandrasekhar Azad and Netaji Subhash who will
fight for accomplishing anti-capitalist social
revolution to free the mankind from exploitation
of man by man. The conference concluded with
AIDSO song and with a pledge to build a mighty
students' movement to Save Education, Culture

SUCI(C), West UP, condemns
clash at Sambhal, UP

Comrade Vijay Pal Singh, West UP State
Secretary, in a statement issued on 03-12-24
vehemently  condemned the orchestrated
communal clash centring on Shahi Jama Masjid,
Shambhal, in which four people were killed and
many more injured. Had the local administration
been alert and taken precautionary measure on
time, such an unfortunate fratricidal bloodbath
could be averted, he added.

He appealed to all communities to preserve
unity and fraternity among them and not fall prey

to any instigation by quarters of vested interest.

and Humanity.

SUCI(C) gives call to foil

conspiracy of communal forces

Contd. from page 1

same incidents of communal attack are taking place.
It is true that communal forces are also present in
that country. During the liberation struggle as well
as in the recent historic mass upsurge against
autocratic rule in Bangladesh, both Muslims and
Hindus fought shoulder to shoulder and sacrificed
life. But now the communal forces are out to malign
that glorious history.

We hope the progressive and democratic forces
of Bangladesh would be able thwart this menacing
rise of communalism there.

The BJP in India is not only fuelling Hindu
communalism but is also fomenting casteist-ethnic-
chauvinist-regionalist divides and hatred. The BJP-
ruled Manipur is now witnessing a worst ethnic
bloodbath and carnage. This communal frenzy is
also reducing to dust the dreams of the doyens of
renaissance of undivided India as well as of the
revered freedom fighters and wiping out whatever
little vestiges of democracy and democratic rights
are still in existence. It is to be borne in mind that the
communal forces of both India and Bangladesh are
conducive to each other and both strengthening each
other.

When people are reeling under abject poverty,
spiralling priceline, mounting unemployment, growing
retrenchment and such other evils stemming from
ruling capitalism and a united movement of the
workers-peasants-middle class and other sections of
the oppressed millions against all these burning
problems is a crying necessity, this ominous rise of
communalism is driving a wedge into the desired
unity of common people. This is true in respect of
both India and Bangladesh.

We vehemently protest the hideous politics of
religious fanaticism pursued by the communal forces
in this country which is throwing a spanner into the
unity of the toiling masses and thus helping the ruling
party to buttress their heinous interest

We firmly believe that the interest of the
common masses belonging to all communities is one
and the same. We can fight communalism in the
correct manner only by building up united organized
ideology-based mass movement against the anti-
people policies of the ruling party and the
government. We call upon all suffering people
irrespective of caste-creed-religion-region-ethnicity
to come forward and participate in that movement.

We also call upon all to observe the day of 6
December next as a day to take pledge for
spearheading a powerful movement against all kinds
of communal conspiracy.
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