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Let the historic R G Kar movement be the
beacon of future struggles against injustice

Comrade Provash Ghosh[One month and a half has rolled
by till the ghastly crime at R G Kar
Hospital in Kolkata had taken place.
During this long period, not only the
people of Kolkata but of the entire
West Bengal as well as the various
corners of the country and also
overseas, people have burst into
protest seeking justice for the victim
lady doctor. Reverberated everywhere
was the slogan, "We want justice". In
this movement, the participation of the
women en masse was remarkable. On
this incident, some questions were
placed before Comrade Provash
Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C)
by 'Samyobadi Drishtikon', a youtube
channel, on 5 September last. That
question-answer session with
Comrade Provash Ghosh is
reproduced here verbatim.]

Question: General opinion of the
people about the R G Kar incident is that
the state government perhaps has
something to hide. What is your view on
this?

Answer: Not 'perhaps', it is the
reality. Right from the day of this brutal
crime, it is clear from the attitude of the
government that they have been trying
to suppress some facts. There is no doubt

about that. It has come to light that if the junior doctors had not
prevented the dead body from being hushed up, the government would
have passed this murder as suicide. None could know anything about
it. FIR was lodged after 14 hours of discovery of the dead body. The
place of occurrence of the crime was not in a remote village near
Sundarbans that it would take time for the news to reach. The police
station is near. Yet, why so much time was taken for registering FIR?
The post-mortem even inquest was held without chalan. This question
has been raised by the Supreme Court also. Even about the dress the
victim was found in, there are two contradictory reports. It was found
that a portion of the hospital premises where this crime was
committed was vandalized. Clearly the government-administration
was trying to conceal something. Why was the police so over-active
to cremate the body at the earliest? At the end, the police transported

the body to the crematorium without
informing the parents of the victim. In a
sorrowful voice, the parents wanted to
have just a glimpse of the face of their
dead daughter. But they had to wait for
three hours till their request was
acceded to. The parents were offered
hefty sum of money. Why was that
offer? The state chief minister pleaded
that the money was offered to do
something in memory of the victim girl.
This is a hollow logic which cannot be
believed by anyone. It was evident from
whatever was heard from the beginning
that the government was desperate to
shield something. So, the question which
has arisen in the minds of the people is
quite natural and logical.

Question-From the NCRB report,
it is found that a rape is committed in every
15 minutes in the country. During the
TMC rule, there has been a large number
of rape cases in this state including the
Kamduni incident. But, never before was
witnessed such a mass upsurge and
massive participation of women in protest
movement. Transcending the boundaries
of the state and country, impact of this
incident has spread in 26 countries. How
do you see this?

Controversy over destruction
of Nalanda Mahavihara

SUCI(C) condemns killing
of Hezbollah and Hamas
top leaders by Zionist Israel

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary,
SUCI(C), issued the following statement on 29-09-24:

We vehemently condemn the series of lethal attack
of US imperialism-backed Zionist Israel on Palestine and
Lebanon killing, in course, the top leaders of first Hamas,
the Palestinian Resistance movement outfit and now
Hezbollah, the Lebanese anti-imperialist political party. In
July last, Mohammed Deif, one of the founders of
Hamas's military wing, was killed followed by
assassination of two more Hamas leaders. On 27
September last, Hassan Nasrallah, the Hezbollah chief has
been brutally killed in Israeli military strikes in the
Lebanese capital. Earlier, six more top ranking leaders of
Hezbollah, an anti-imperialist Islamic party, who have
been gallantly fighting for the cause of Palestinian
people's freedom, were also brutally killed by Israeli
military in a planned manner. Mohammad Reza Zahedi, a
senior commander of Iran and his deputy Mohammad

Being saddled in power for the third
consecutive term, the BJP-led central
government has been continuing to pursue its
communal divisive politics.  A part of that
policy is to distort history to buttress its
concocted version of history. For example,
while inaugurating the newly built 'Nalanda
University' in the proximity to the ruins of the
old Nalanda Mahavihara, PM Modi said the
foreign invaders had burnt the original
university in the 12th century.  He parroted
the perception introduced by the colonial
historians that Bakhtiyar Khilji, the courtier of
Mohammed Ghori, was the destroyer of that
world-famous institution. But is this narrative
true?

Nalanda: A seat of learning
Before probing into the veracity of the

claim, let us flip over the pages of authentic
history substantiated by proofs. As established

by archaeological excavations, scientific
verification of the origin or extinction of the
ruins through experimentations like carbon
dating etc., it is finally concluded that Nalanda
was established by emperor Kumaragupta I
(alias Shakraditya) of the Gupta dynasty around
427 AD. This was endorsed by numerous
Indian and Javanese patrons— both Buddhists
and non-Buddhists in the following centuries.
History corroborates flourishment of Nalanda
during the 5th  and 6th  centuries under the
Gupta kings. After the decline of the Guptas,
the most  notable patron of the Nalanda
Mahavihara  was  King  Harsha  (known  as
Śi-la~ditya in some Buddhist records) in the 7th
century. In the mid-8th century, the Palas (a
Buddhist dynasty) established their rule in the
eastern regions of India and reigned until the
last quarter of the 12th century. After the fall
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Answer-One rape in 15
minutes is an official data. This is far
less a number than reality. In fact,
every minute numbers of rape are
taking place,  and the victims
comprise even tiny children and old
women. This figure is not available in
official statistics. The governments
do not care to take cognizance of
that. What is reported in the media is
also too little.

The role of the women in this
movement has been historic and
unprecedented. It was beyond
imagination that the educated, semi-
educated and even illiterate women
subjugated and neglected in the
patriarchal society and considered to
be possessing less strength, could so
valourously and determinedly could
rise in protest against injustice. Right
from the days of freedom movement
till date, such a massive involvement
of women in mass movement was
never seen. This will be enshrined in
the pages of history of mass
movement as an unforgettable saga
and will be a fount of inspiration in
the future movements. Many women
have faced molestation at home or in
trains-trams-buses. Outraging the
modesty of women has become
commonplace. So, there was an
accumulated grievance for years.
That accrued grievance burst forth
centring on the diabolic rape and
murder of a Post Graduate Trainee
at R G Kar hospital. Besides this,
people were also aggrieved over
harrowing price rise, growing
unemployment, regular
retrenchment, rampant corruption
and insecurity of life. That mounting
discontent was also expressed in this
movement.

Everywhere, there is
domination of the ruling party. Not
only now, people have been
witnessing such overlordism and vile
acts of the ruling parties irrespective
of hues for years together. The
Congress had ruled long both at the
Centre and in the states. Now the
BJP is saddled in power at the Centre
and in a few states. Some other
regional parties are running
governments in other states. In the
sates ruled by the BJP and the
Congress, rapes and killings have
become daily affairs. The BJP-led
UP is at the top in rape and murder
of women. During the CPI (M) rule
in West Bengal, there were many
incidents of rape and gang rape. In
Singur and Nandigram, rape was
used as a tool by the government to
suppress the movements for
protecting forcible acquisition of
fertile agricultural lands. Right now,
a protest movement is going on
against the CPI (M) government in

Kerala.  First, the female cine-artistes
and film technicians have upped their
ante against ongoing incidents of
rapes and molestations in their
workplace. It is alleged that the CPI
(M) government is refusing to bring
the Hema committee report on the
issue in public domain. The Kerala
High Court has admonished the state
government for sitting on the report

the very first day i.e. 9 August, the
activists of our student, youth and
women wings organized protest
demonstrations in the hospital as well
as at the local police station. They
demanded immediate arrest of the
culprits. When a call for "Reclaiming
the Night" was given in the night of
14 August, our female comrades
played an important role in mobilizing

irrespective of hue or slogan run the
government to serve the class
interest of the ruling bourgeoisie only.
That is their sole objective. Common
people are oppressed, repressed and
entangled in crisis in every sphere of
life. On the other hand, these
parliamentarian parties from top to
bottom are neck-deep in corruption.
When rapes or gang-rapes occur in
the states under governances of any
such party, the ruling party leaders do
not protest. Rather they try to
suppress those incidents. This is the
general observation of the common
people. So, they are disgusted with
every ruling party.

On the other hand, when  our
Party comrades are reaching out to
the people, they are receiving
tremendous response and affection.
The R G Kar hospital emergency
department and the venue of the
protest movement were vandalized at
night by a group of anti-socials on 14
August. It is clear who were behind
this attack. Because who other than
the police or the goons of the ruling
party could attack the protesting
doctors? The moment we received
the news in the midnight, we decided
to protest. Statewide general strike
was called on 16 August. 15 August
was a holiday. On that day, our
comrades campaigned from early
morning till late evening to make the
strike successful. There was no
scope for coverage in the print media
as there was no edition of any
newspaper on 16 August. Only some
coverage of the general strike call
was broadcasted on electronic
media. But the response to this
General Strike was unprecedented.
The state government operated a
skeleton bus service. Some local
trains also plied. But number of
passengers was negligible. This was
how people responded to our call. On
the other hand, the BJP staged a
mock fight in the name of a march to
the  State Secretariat (Nabanna).
They also called a bandh on the
following day. But that bandh was a
flop in absence of people's support
though the BJP tried to indulge in
high-handedness in some areas. All
these attest to the fact that while
people do not have any confidence in
these parties, they repose faith in our
Party, trust our party. The
distinguishing feature is that people
could realize what the BJP or the
CPI (M) have been doing is all with
an eye on election. But we are
fighting to achieve the demands and
making the movement successful.

Question-It is said that this is a
non-political movement. What is your
opinion on that?

Answer-If by non-political, it is
meant that the movement is not being
conducted under banner of any
political party, then it is true. But if it
is presumed that there is no politics in
this movement and so it is non-

Interview

Never had common people participated so spontaneously and
overwhelmingly in a mass movement

Right from the
days of freedom

movement till date,
such a massive
involvement of women
in mass movement
was never seen. This
will be enshrined in
the pages of history of
mass movement as an
unforgettable saga
and will be a fount of
inspiration in the
future movements.

for five long years. In
West Bengal also,
same allegations of
misconduct and
physical assaults on
film actresses have
been labelled against
many producers and
directors. In other
states also, raging
corruption has been
going on in the
hospitals, admission in
medical courses,
conduction of medical
examinations and
publication of results.
Same has been going
on in West Bengal
since the CPI (M) rule. In the present
TMC regime, further dimension has
been added to these.

The R G Kar incident has
worked a spark that created a prairie
fire. As already stated, the
grievances accrued over the years
burst out in this protest movement in
the country and abroad. In the recent
movement in Bangladesh which
forced a regime change, the women
played  a major role. Tearing apart
the veil of being confined, the Muslim
women came out to the streets in
lakhs. Both Muslim and Hindu
women were in the movement.
Bangladesh movement has also
greatly inspired the R G Kar
movement.

Question-How much impact
would this movement cast on other
movements in future?

Answer-This protest
movement will play a very important
role in crystallization as well as
conduction of the movements in the
days to come. How the ruling parties
have been viewing this movement is
better known to them. But this
massive upsurge of women, their
spontaneous active and courageous
participation in the movement,
involvement of even aged men and
women, many of whom have lost
mobility over so many days will
definitely inspire and strengthen
future movements.

Question: What has been the
role of your Party in this movement?

Answer-Our Party, the class
and mass organizations have both
directly and indirectly played active
role in support of this movement. On

the women in various
localities. In the
dharna movement in
front of the R G Kar
hospital building, our
doctor comrades were
in the forefront. In
protest against the
vandalism by armed
miscreants at R G Kar
hospital on 14 August
night, we observed a
protest day on 15
August and gave call
for a 12-hour general
strike on 16 August. In
protest against the
police atrocities during
campaigning for the

strike, we again gave a call for
observing protest day on 17 August.
Our female comrades took a leading
role in making the Rakshabandhan
programme ( Tying on the rear arm
a band carrying the slogan 'We want
justice') a success. On 29 August, a
large procession of women with the
slogan 'Jago Nari jago Banhishikha'
(Rise O Women, the flame of fire)
was taken out where also our female
comrades were the leading
organizers. A grand rally of students
was organized by AIDSO, our
student front, on 3 September. We,
with all our strength, participated in
the programmes of 'one hour light off'
in demand for justice on 4 September,
Abhaya's night on 8 September,
setting up people's courts from 9
September and observance of one
month of 'Reclaiming the night' on 14
September.

Question-During this
movement, a specific feature that has
been noticed is people do not have
any faith on any of the ruling
parliamentarian parties.

Answer-There is specific
reason for that. All these vote-
oriented parties are either in the
power now or were in power earlier.
People have seen that these parties
promise many things before election
but do nothing after election. The
people of West Bengal had seen the
rules of the Congress, the CPI (M).
Now they have been witnessing the
TMC regime. They had seen the BJP
rule in other states and at the Centre.
People have formed an opinion that
none of them has any concern for
people's interest. They all

Contd. from page 1
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Hema Committee report opens Pandora's Box while
CPI (M) indulges in doublespeak

Crime against women has
assumed an alarming proportion in
India now. Everyday there are
several reports of women having
been raped, gang-raped, sexually
assaulted, murdered, killed for
dowry and what not. Now this crime
relating to objectification of women
has crept into the entertainment
industry as well. It is being reported
for quite sometime that young girls
desiring to make debut in film or
television have to satiate the bestial
lust of the directors, producers or
other influential persons in the
industry to fulfil their aspiration. This
is known as 'casting couch'. It also
came to be known that the
underworld dons and their associates
who finance most of the Bollywood
blockbusters provide chance to
female debutants in exchange for
sexual favour. Not only Bollywood,
this practice has become
commonplace in the South Indian
movie industry as well as Tollywood,
the Bengali filmdom.
#MeToo movement encouraged

victim actors to open mouth
Hitherto, the victim girls were

not daring to open their mouth lest
they should fall in the bad book of
those who matter and denied roles.
But after Bollywood actress
Tanushree Dutta showed courage to
level allegations against an actor in
2018,  many of the victims began
speaking out despite being trolled
and abused on social media. In fact,
Tanushree's boldness had kicked off
India's #MeToo movement which
had exerted a little restrain on the
part of the wrong-doers for some
time. Some women had then talked
about how they had to flee the
industry because of the terrible
things that happened to them. They
did not have any evidence, but they
had got some sort of closure by

talking about their experiences. To
shield the offence of the culprits, a
set of tabloids and television
channels,  after any complaint,
began piping up with the claim that
"adjustment" is a part of cinema
after all.  "Adjustment" is of course
the euphemism for free sexual
access to a woman's body. This
degree of institutionalized corruption
in the world of cinema mirrors
nothing else but a sophisticated form
of system of hafta (extortion) on the
streets outside, where beggars to
peddlers to petty shopkeepers have
to pay off a gang leader or beat cop
to stay in business. But whereas a
gangster or corrupt cop might be
rounded up once in a while, polite
society seldom acknowledges that
the physical hafta extracted from
women aspirants in the film industry
is a crime at all.
Formation of Hema Committee

In 2017, a popular Malayalam
woman actor came forward alleging
abduction and sexual assault on her
in Kochi. The Kerala police
investigation team zeroed-in on
actor Dileep, who was booked on
charges of conspiring to carry out
the sexual assault. After the survivor
identified herself on social media,
the industry saw an unprecedented
shake-up.  A group of women
working in Malayalam film industry
came together to form a 'Women in
Cinema Collective' (WCC)  to
support the survivor even as some
actors voiced misogynistic views.
WCC petitioned the CPI (M)-led
Kerala government to form a
committee to thoroughly probe into
the matter and bring the truth to the
fore. Under pressure, the Kerala
government to form a committee
chaired by Justice K. Hema, a
former judge of the Kerala High
Court, and comprising veteran

actress Sarada and retired Indian
Administrative Service officer K.B.
Valsala Kumari. The committee's
report was submitted to the Kerala
government as far back in
December 2019, but for reasons
better known to the ruling
dispensation, not released to the
public. Finally, on 5 July 2024, the
State Information Commission
directed the State government to
release the report after excluding
confidential and controversial parts
of the report. There have been
many arguments for and against
making the report public in its
entirety, and it is an ongoing legal
battle before the High Court of
Kerala. But the report did not come
in public domain till 19 August 2024.

Second defining moment in
country's awakening about

sexual abuse in cine industry
After the 2018 #MeToo

movement, this is a second defining
moment in the country's mass
awakening about sexual abuse in
cine industry. As female actors,
technicians, and crew speak up
about sexual abuse, it has raised
hopes that the omertà (a well-known
crime drama)  around the subject
enforced by powerful industry men
will be broken. For this to happen,
women need to play leadership roles
in the regulatory bodies of these
industries, a first step towards which
was the creation of the Women in
Cinema Collective (WCC) in Kerala
in 2017 when female actors,
producers, and directors walked out
of the male-controlled Association
of Malayalam Movie Artistes
(AMMA).  The dissenting women
collectively set themselves apart
from the institutional leadership of
the AMMA which was trying to
frame the WCC as an act of
rebellion against the family. On the
other hand, while putting the State
and AMMA at the centre of its

charge, the women in the WCC
were not only seeking justice, which
was denied, but also a broader
understanding of it. One is reminded
in this connection of the 2018 WCC
press conference, a watershed
movement in the feminist labour
history of Kerala, where the women
fore-fronted themselves on the basis
of their work. By introducing
themselves on the basis of their
filmography and the work they had
done in the film industry, their
identity as cine-workers was
centered as they stated their
demand: that of justice for the
survivor of sexual harassment.

Findings of the report
The Committee report has

powerfully shown how a handful of
male superstar actors and directors,
combined with the excessive power
enjoyed by production controllers
and producers, act as a power
group/mafia/lobby that determines
the opportunities and the nature of
the workplace. While the fandom
enjoyed by powerful men ensures
that their abusive behaviour is
tolerated as idiosyncrasies and the
hallmarks of male genius, it is way
more intolerant to dissenting
women. Illegal banning, loss of
opportunities, and cyberbullying led
by fan associations result in most
women keeping silent about the truth
of their experiences.  But once the
report has been released, several
women have publicly spoken up
about their ordeal and more than a
dozen police complaints have been
lodged against male stars, producers,
directors and other influential men.
Years later, it is paying off, as the
stream of delays and smokescreens
by powerful men in the industry and
government is finally being dammed.

The report also highlighted the
daily reality of gender inequality and
oppression of women in the film

Contd. on page 5
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political, then it is wrong. There is a
specific economic system in our
country with which people's life is
inseparably linked. The monopolist
tycoons and big business is at the
helm of this economic system. And
common people are living based on
physical or mental labour. They work
under the bourgeoisie by expending
either physical or mental labour. In
exchange, they receive wage with
which they eke out a living, if at all
they get job the chance of which is
very remote. There is a state
structure comprising Military,
Judiciary and Executive (police-
administration) to protect this
economic system and the exploitative
capitalist society premised thereon.
The elected government formulates
laws in the class interest of the
monopolists and big business and run
the administration according to the
constitution of the country. It is
immaterial which banner the ruling
party holds. So, right from providing
jobs, retrenchment, price rise,
agriculture, industry, education,
healthcare to place of dwelling and
kitchen-everything is controlled by
politics. Someone may not be
associated with any political party, but
he cannot remain apolitical. The R G
Kar movement is against the misrule
of the state government which is a
political entity. And this rape and
murder is also outcome of a political
conspiracy which the state
government is trying to bury. How
can then the movement be non-
political? In fact, it is not so. True that
the common public have joined the
movement because it does not have
banner of any party. Our Party fully
support this participation of the
masses in the movement and
sincerely want that. We always want
that people should not blindly rally
behind any party and follow its
instructions. We want that in every
nook and corner of the country,
public committees are formed as
instruments of struggle, volunteer
corps are built up with honest
courageous youths. This very
committee would decide how and in
what way movements are to
developed on any issue. The issue
should also be selected by these
committees. They should discuss the
roles of the various political parties to
determine who is right and who is
wrong. We want this organized
conscious active role of the people.

In this connection, I would like
to draw your attention to the fact that
in the mass upheaval in Russia in
1905 against murderer Tsar, the
workers and soldiers themselves

spontaneously came out against the
killer Tsar regime and formed the
Soviets, the committees of the
workers and soldiers, without call of
any party. Later, in February 1917,
the soviets were formed in the similar
way. Within these soviets, there was
a prolonged debate as to whether the
revolutionary Bolsheviks-led by
Great Lenin were right or the
compromising Mensheviks.
Ultimately, the soviets voiced their
support in favour of the Bolsheviks
and the November Revolution
became successful. Drawing lesson
from this history, Great Marxist
thinker and our leader Comrade

to focus to divert the direction of the
movement towards election-oriented
politics. It was evident the BJP and
the CPI (M) were trying to capitalize
on the situation for assuming
governmental power. Our objective,
to the contrary, has been to prolong
the movement till all the demands are
met. For that, when the chief minister
and chief secretary conceded to the
major demands, we were in favour
of withdrawing the 24x7 sit-in
demonstration before the 'Swastha
Bhawan' (the state health
department). Majority of the
protesting doctors began to recede.
But the CPI (M) and the BJP wanted
the demonstration to continue so that
they could use it to buttress their
electoral interest. So, our Party, as
opposed to the narrow sectarian
power politics, stood firmly in favour
of adopting programmes to sustain

commit the crime. No progress has
been seen on this so far. Justice of
the Supreme Court is delayed.
'Justice delayed is justice denied'—
such is the proverbial saying. Only
the future would say where this delay
on the part of the Supreme Court
would engender denial of justice or
not. The hearings in the Supreme
Court have indeed been
disappointing. For that reason, we
have been stressing on intensifying
the movement. At the same time, we
have said that perhaps the culprits
would be netted and punished.
Earlier, such punishments have been
meted out in some cases. But in most
of the cases, the wrong-doers
escaped unhurt. Where the culprits
were found to be associated with the
ruling parties, there has been no
punishment. But where the guilty
were from among the common
people, they were punished. But
whether punishment is meted out or
not, kidnapping, trafficking, mass-
rape, murder, etc., would not only just
go on but increase. Such crimes were
rarest of the rare in the earlier
centuries, during the days of freedom
struggle. Neither Rammohan-
Vidyasagar nor Rabindranath-
Saratchandra-Nazrul had seen such
a spurt in crime against women. At
that time, the students and youths had
a moral standard. Because that was
the period of renaissance which
endowed values, culture, morality.
The freedom movement also gave
values and character. So, the
students and youths were inspired to
acquire those values and character.

What is the condition of the
country today? The capitalist class
itself is corrupt to the bone. They
violate laws promulgated by
themselves. Law does not take its
own course. It treads along the path
directed by the enforcers of law. As
it is exploitation of man by man is
going on within the framework of
bourgeois legal system. The capitalist
class is minting maximum profit, the
workers and peasants are oppressed
and repressed. Gone are the days of
permanent employment. Now is the
age of contractual employment.
Number of migrant labourers are on
the rise. Many of these migrants are
going overseas to earn with a view to
eking out a bare living. They are now
hired by Russia as soldiers to fight
against Ukraine. Many of them are
killed in the battlefield. Some are
going to Israel where the poor
Palestinians who used to do manual
labour have fled after
commencement of ongoing war.
Those vacancies are now filled up
with impoverished Indian migrant
labourers. Such sordid is the state of
affairs in the country because of
ruthless capitalist exploitation.

The capitalists themselves
evade payment of tax. They do not
repay the principal of bank loans, let

Interview

Our Party, the class and mass organizations
have played active role in support of this
movement

Shibdas Ghosh had given so much
emphasis on forming public
committees and volunteer groups.

Though having not been led by
a particular party, the junior doctors'
movement does have a political
character. Though there was no
banner of any political party, four
main political forces had so far been
operative centring this movement. In
this movement were our comrades,
few Naxalite groups and a large
number of militant students who are
not connected with any party. The
BJP and the CPI (M) were not within
the vortex of the movement. Rather,
they tried utmost to mislead the
movement from outside. Both these
two forces opposed our line right
from the beginning, made caustic
remarks about our comrades
conducting the movement from
within and above all tried utmost to
undermine the success of the
movement. Right from the inception,
our comrades made every possible
efforts to conduct the sustained
movement in a disciplined, sober,
restrained and organized way. People
only can say how far have they been
successful in this. In reality, this two
line struggle was in the movement
from the very beginning and the
contradiction between these two
lines became aggravated with the
passage of time. On the one hand, the
leadership of the movement with the
full support of the common people
strongly raised the demand of
stringent punishment to the culprits,
eradication of corruption and
dismantling of the evil nexus in all the
government hospitals and abolition of
the 'threat culture' to secure safety
of the doctors. On the other hand, the
aim of the BJP and the CPI (M) was

the movement till demands were
achieved. So, though there was no
banner of any political party, this
movement was no doubt political and
there was difference of opinions as
well. This movement has to be
continued in various forms till the
time the killer-rapists and their
accomplices are arrested and
stringently punished.

I have already said that this
historic movement will inspire the
future mass struggles and the doctors
will also join those struggles.

Question-Is it that what the
Supreme Court 9 September last,
insinuated towards reining in the
movement? What would you say
about that?

Answer-I am also of the same
opinion. The Supreme Court has
disappointed the people. It suo motu
took cognizance of the case from
High Court. So, people had an
expectation of delivery of proper
judgment expediently. Though the
relative neutrality of the judiciary has
now virtually been reduced to an
incidental observation. This is what
the people feel. So do I. The CBI
could not identify, let alone nabbing, a
single culprit even within a month.
Who governs the CBI? The central
government. So, this incapability of
the CBI is indeed surprising. They
have found out a den of corruption in
the hospitals. That is ok. But in this
case, corruption is a side issue. What
I mean to say is that the mala fide
activities of the former principal of R
G Kar hospital, his running of a
vicious syndicate, money laundering
etc., are coming to the fore. That is
welcome. But the main responsibility
of the CBI is to pinpoint the guilty, to
identify who had prompted them to Contd. on page 6

Contd. from page 2

All these vote-oriented parties are either in the
power now or were on power earlier. People have

seen that these parties promise many things before
election but do nothing after election.
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International coordination of revolutionary parties and organizations (ICOR) calls

Immediate end to Zionist Israel's barbaric
invasion of Lebanon and Palestine!

Dear comrades,
I am sending you the current resolution of

the ICOR on Israel's aggression against
Lebanon. It was possible to adopt this
declaration within 72 hours!

Thank you very much for your initiative.
Please spread this declaration to democratic
and revolutionary forces and ask them to sign
and spread it.

With revolutionary greetings—
Monika Gärtner-Engel
(Main Coordinator)

 Immediate end to the barbaric bombings and
the started ground offensive of Zionist Israel
against  Lebanon  and the Lebanese masses!
 An end to insidious murder squads!  Fight
resolutely against the danger of a regional war
that could spread into a conflagration and fuel
an intensified threat of world war!
Immediate ceasefire!  Solidarity with the
Lebanese people!  Solidarity with the
liberation struggle of the Palestinian people
against genocide!  With this in mind, get
active during the Action Week from October
1-7 decided by the 5th World Conference of
the ICOR, ICOR organizations and all peace-
loving people!  Condemn the barbaric and
heinous bombings perpetrated against Lebanon
and the Lebanese people!Outlaw insidious
murder squads! On September 28, Israel

bombed the headquarters of Hezbollah with
bunker-busting bombs and killed its leader
Nasrallah and other commanders. This is a
further escalation of the war in the Middle
East. Consider that these terrible and brutal
attacks are a step towards a regional war,
which Israel is trying to cause with the
protection and encouragement of western
imperialism and especially the USA,
aggravating the situation in the region and
increasing the risk of a world war, which the
ICOR has predicted several times.  Take
immediate action as ICOR organizations and as
revolutionary communist and progressive
forces all over the world to organize solidarity
with the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples and
to fight against the genocidal war and the
danger of a regional war with unforeseeable
worldwide consequences.  In any case,
actively celebrate the week of October 1-7 as
a week of solidarity with the Palestinian
liberation struggle and against the aggressions
of the Zionist Israeli entity against Palestine,
Lebanon and all  the  peoples of the region,
and resolutely stand up for an immediate end.
 Immediate withdrawal of Zionist Israel from
Gaza and Lebanon! Stop the bombings!

Immediate ceasefire! Long live international
solidarity! Strengthen the ICOR and the
revolutionary forces of the world!

Status of the signatories 26.08.2024. Further signing possible. Current list of signatories—

  1. CPK Communist Party of Kenya
  2. CPSA (ML) Communist Party of South Africa (Marxist-Leninist)
  3. PPDS Parti Patriotique Démocratique Socialiste (Patriotic Democratic Socialist Party), Tunisia
  4. SPB Socialist Party of Bangladesh
  5. SPB (M) Socialist Party of Bangladesh (Marxist)
  6. CPI (ML) MassLine Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) MassLine
  7. RUFN Revolutionary United Front of Nepal
  8. CPA/ML Communist Party of Australia (Marxist-Leninist)
  9. Bulgarian Communist Party
10. PR-ByH Partija Rada - ByH (Party of Labor-Bosnia and Herzegovina)
11. MLPD Marxistisch-Leninistische Partei Deutschlands (Marxist-Leninist Party of Germany)
12. Symp.PFLP Sympathisanten der PFLP (Sympathisers of the PFLP), Germany
13 UPML Union Prolétarienne Marxiste-Léniniste (Marxist-Leninist Proletarian Union), France
14. BP (NK-T) Bolshevik Parti (Kuzey Kürdistan-Türkiye) (Bolshevik Party, North Kurdistan-

Turkey)
15. KOL Kommunistische Organisation Luxemburg (Communist Organization of Luxemburg)
16. RM Rode Morgen (Red Dawn), Netherlands
17. UMLP União Marxista-Leninista Portuguesa (Portuguese Marxist-Leninist Union)
18. RMP (Rossijskaya Maoistskaya Partiya) (Russian Maoist Party)
19. MLKP Marksist Leninist Komünist Parti Türkiye/Kürdistan (Marxist Leninist Communist Party

Turkey / Kurdistan)
20. UMU Union of Maoists of the Urals (Union of Maoists of the Urals), Russia
21. UoC Union of Cypriots, Cyprus
22. PCC-M Partido Comunista de Colombia-Maoista (Communist Party of Colombia-Maoist)

23. PCP (independiente) Partido Comunista Paraguayo (independiente) (Paraguayan
Communist Party (independent))

24. PC (ML) Partido Comunista (Marxista-Leninista) (Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist)),
Dominican Republic

25. APR Ação Popular Revolucionária (People's Revolutionary Action), Brazil
26. SUCI (C) Socialist Unity Center of India (Communist)
27. CPPDM Chinese People's Party for the Defence of Mao Zedong

industry. In fact,  gauntlet that has been thrown
down by the publication of the Committee report,
which has seen skeletons tumbling out of some very
powerful cupboards. Its repercussions are being felt
beyond Kerala, in the neighbouring Tamil, Telugu,
and Kannada film industries, all of which are rank
cesspits of patriarchy.  A close analysis of the
Committee report and the empirical evidence
gathered as part of the study titled "Malayalam Film
Industry as a Gendered Workspace: Understanding
Issues, Interventions and Policies" (School of Gender
Studies, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala, in
collaboration with the Kerala Women's Commission)
leads to several questions and concerns. The lack of
transparency in the hiring process insulated the film
industry from any or all pressing questions
surrounding due process, equal remuneration,
discrimination, and workplace harassment. What is
more, those who dared to complain about this faulty
process was sure to face the fury of the system. As
an associate director who was one of the
respondents in our study pointed out: "As part of the
democratization of cinema, it moved out of the
studio system; paradoxically, it turned out to be
more feudal, and nepotism in cinema became the
new normal. In such a workplace, to whom do
you complain about unequal treatment?" A cine-
worker highlighted how spaces of stay are often
used as sites of such exploitation: "Some hotels are
reserved for junior artistes, where a sort of
commodification of these workers happens. And
among these workers, some with marketable
aesthetics will be handled by production controllers.
This used to be the practice, where the need to find
work made these junior artistes vulnerable to be
exploited and forced to do sex work."  Women
turned up for work because of their ethic of
professionalism and despite abysmal working
conditions and sexual harassment that denied them
their personhood. As a director and long-time

Hadi Hajriahimi were killed in an Israeli air strike in
April last that destroyed the Iranian consulate in
Damascus.

Spurning repeated appeal of the peace-loving
international community, Israel has long been carrying
out genocide in Palestine with an open declaration of
ethnic cleansing with full backing of US imperialism.
Now it has turned the gun towards Hezbollah. Thus,
Israel has been carrying out deadly military assault on
the countries and forces of the Middle-East who are
opposed to the gangsterism and brigandage of US
imperialism and its other imperialist allies in this oil-
rich land. It is also despicable that India, whose PM
has of late projecting himself as broker of peace
between warring counties like Russia and Ukraine,
has abstained twice in voting in the UN General
Assembly on resolutions demanding that Israel brings
to an end its atrocious carnage in the occupied
Palestinian territory without delay. Moreover, India is
supplying arms to Zionist Israel.

We appeal to the world people to build up in right
earnest a united, well-coordinated powerful global
anti-imperialist movement to stop this US imperialists
backed naked Israel aggression against the
Palestinian people and the countries standing in
support of their just cause for freedom.

Contd. from page 1

SUCI(C) condemns killing of  Hezbollah
and Hamas top leaders by Israel

Contd. from page 3

Hema Committee report

Contd. on page 7
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alone payment of interest. The banks are also
liberally waiving the defaulted loans meaning the
government is granting those wavers. Black
money is being stashed abroad. All such things are
happening. The entire capitalist system is mired in
corruption. All the governments irrespective of
which party is at the helm are utterly corrupt.
Nothing moves without bribe or cut money. They
are making the entire society corrupt. What culture
they are bringing in? They are emasculating the
youth from within by encouraging them to be
liquor-addicts, drug addicts, porn-addicts, sex-
perverts and be engaged in indecent talks over
female physique, reading scandals of the film stars
and palatable stories regarding the well known
players published in the newspapers. More than
two pages of the daily newspapers are devoted to
narration of such scandals and stories. The
newspapers do not write on Vidyasagar, Phule,
Rabindranath, Saratchandra or Subhashchandra.
What kind of character is being created by all such
trashes? In fact, by all these, they are demolishing
the moral backbone of the youths.

No one is born a rapist. The child does not
acquire values in the mother's womb but acquires
those from the society after birth. During the days
of renaissance and freedom movement, people
acquired values from the then social environment.
Those were higher values. But now the
environment is different.  This environment is
polluting the youths, dispossessing them from
human essence and qualities. Father is raping
daughter, minor brother is raping minor sister. Five
year old female child is also not spared, nor is an
80-year old lady. Can one imagine occurrence of
such bestiality in a civilized society? Students of
class IV, V or VI are discussing and even getting
involved in sex. Where are the ruling parties taking
the country to? All values, ethics, morality, decency
are being given a burial. Parents are being killed
for property. Old parents are driven out of home.
Family life is crumbling. A new creature with

into mass movements in the way they have done
so in the R G Kar movement. The government
must be compelled to punish the culprits. They
must remain alert. This is a crying necessity.

On the other hand, we need to develop a
counter ideological-cultural-moral movement. Let
the small children and the early teenagers be
involved in sports, drama, music, and discussions
on the life and struggle of great men, the luminaries
of renaissance, the revered freedom fighters and
giant revolutionaries, both of our country and
abroad. These programmes can be organized on
Sundays and holidays. By that, the present
generation will be acquainted with the teachings
and struggle of the doyens of yester years which

both the BJP and the CPI(M) are trying to deny
this significant victory out of narrow sectarian
electoral interest. They are propagating that no
success has been achieved. There has been an
endeavour to denigrate the movement. However,
those who have built up the movement are not
confused by this mischievous propaganda. Under
pressure of this movement, the CBI has been
forced to arrest Sandip Ghosh, former Principal of
R G Kar medical College and the OC of the local
police station on charges of corruption and
concomitant rape and murder.

The movement was raised to such a height
that the chief minister had to go to the venue of sit-
in demonstration in front of the state health
department and appeal to the protesting junior
doctors to agree to sit with the government for
negotiation. Earlier, no other chief minister was
seen to have done so. Following that, when the
junior doctors met the chief minister on the
negotiation table, the hitherto adamant chief
minister had to change her stand and order removal
of Vineet Goyel, the Calcutta Police Commissioner,
the Deputy Commissioner (North Kolkata) and
two front ranking health officials. Yielding to the
demands of the junior doctors, the chief minister
also agreed to form a task force, as advised by the
Supreme Court, to ensure appropriate safety of the
doctors, nurses and health workers.

Though the sit-in demonstration has been
withdrawn, this movement would not end. It ought
to be borne in mind that the movement has to be
continued if the assurance of the chief minister are
to be made effective and the culprits of the heinous
crime are to be arrested and punished. If
necessary, the movement has to be intensified.
This expectation from the junior doctors is not just
ours but of the entire people. Above all, the way
this movement has roused the people to join the
movement with struggling consciousness and
thereby created a mass upsurge would strengthen
the mass movements in future.

Question-Can the social awakening that has
been manifested in the current movement  play any
role in this regard? What is your opinion?

Answer-Definitely. The solidarity, valour,
steadfastness, courage and firm determination to
achieve the demands of the junior doctors have
inspired the entire population. Senior doctors of the
hospitals have also played an admirable role.
Apparently disconnected, unknown, scattered
people of various strata have suddenly become
united and observed the protest programmes for
days and nights. This is indeed unprecedented and
will definitely provide beacon to the mass struggles
that would surge forth in future.

Question-What is your appeal to the junior
doctors?

Answer-Our appeal to the struggling junior
doctors is that you can be messengers of social
transformation to the crores of people. The way
you are providing healthcare service  and saving
human lives despite  inadequate, if not fragile,
infrastructure of the hospitals and thousands and
one odds is indeed exemplary. Your important
presence in the team of senior paramedics at least
helps in preventing the  healthcare system from
total collapse. I want the immense support and
affection of lakhs of people  that you got in course
of this movement should  be the strength that need
to be harnessed in future struggles. Let your
human quality be the touchstone to rouse human
qualities in others. Life only creates another life,
fire only ignites another fire. My appeal, let you
take up on yourselves the responsibility of kindling
the fire of protest against injustice.

Interview

Solidarity, valour, steadfastness, courage and firm determination
of the movement will inspire future mass struggles

will help building higher character in them. That
will inspire them, help them acquire higher values
and character. A different environment will be
created. Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, our great leader
and teacher had  given  much emphasis on this. He
also advised our comrades  to learn from the
leading lights of the past.  After  assimilating the
essence of their characters, one could think of
becoming communists with higher proletarian

Contd. from page 4

The capitalist class
itself is corrupt to the

bone. They violate laws
promulgated by themselves.
Law does not take its own
course. It treads along the
path directed by the
enforcers of law. As it is,
exploitation of man by man
is going on within the
framework of bourgeois
legal system.

human body but bereft of human qualities is being
created. The whole society has become a stinking
corpse emitting effluvium. For all these evils,
capitalism is responsible. So long capitalism will
exist, there will be no respite from such inhuman
acts. Rather such things would go on increasing.
Despite all attempts to dehumanize people, the
ruling class has not been able to wipe out human
essence and values totally. This historic R G Kar
movement bears eloquent testimony to that.

Then, are we to bear with such evils and have
nothing to do as preventive? Definitely, we have.
We need to develop mass movements against all
these aberrations. The government must be forced
to haul up the culprits. Not only that. The public
committees and volunteer corps which we have
given a call to build up will rise up against any
crime, any atrocity against women and resist them.
It is futile to look at the government or police for
remedial action. All men and women must jump

values and culture. In our Party, there is a relentless
cultivation of that. This critical situation can be only
ended by making anti-capitalist socialist revolution
successful. All mass movements are to be directed
to fulfill that objective. The present situation of the
country is of grave concern. But despondency will
lead us nowhere.  We must come forward  to build
up public committees and volunteer brigade  in
every locality, school and college.  Let the teachers
take initiative to build up such commitee in the
academic institutions.  Let the  conscious youths
shoulder the task in various localities. As I have
already said, an alternative higher cultural
revolution has to be launched to educate the
children so that  they could imbibe loftier ideals and
values.

Question-What do you think as success of
this movement?

Answer-To say in a word, victory of this
movement is of immense importance. However,

Where are the ruling parties taking the country to? All values, ethics, morality,
decency are being given a burial. Parents are being killed for property. Old

parents are driven out of home. Family life is crumbling. A new creature with human
body but bereft of human qualities is being created. The whole society has become a
stinking corpse emitting effluvium. For all these evils, capitalism is responsible. So
long capitalism will exist, there will be no respite from such inhuman acts.



PROLETARIAN  ERA OCTOBER 15, 2024 PAGE  SEVEN

associate director admitted: "Cinema is
a unique field of work; it is art, too,
where your medium of work is your
body; hence, in a way, you are
selling your body. Here, chances of
harassment is high compared to
other workplaces." The precarity of
women and other marginalized
communities have clearly been narrated
not as an aberration but as a feature
stemming from the very structure and
organization of production within the
Malayalam film industry with the
governments, both at the centre and in
the state, remaining mute spectators.
Now, the state government has set up
a special investigation team (SIT) to
look into the allegations and the Kerala
high court has asked the SIT to
investigate the instances mentioned in
the report. The report has also created
ripples in other film industries, with calls
for reform being heard in regional
industries based in Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka.
Women in Tamil and Kannada cinema
have also petitioned their state
governments to improve working
conditions for them. West Bengal
government reportedly has set up a
committee to investigate allegations of
sexual abuse in the Bengali film industry
to cleanse the industry from predators.

CPI (M)'s paradoxical stand
Most abhorrent has been the stand

of the CPI (M) in an issue related to
the report of the Committee. An actor
named Mukesh is a CPI (M) MLA
from Kochi. After a young woman
actor Minu Muneer accused Mukesh of
rape in the aftermath of the Hema
Committee report's release, the
demand for his resignation has been
growing. But the  CPI(M)'s state
committee in Kerala said actor and
MLA M Mukesh, who has been booked
in a case of alleged sexual assault, need
not resign as legislator. The argument
put forth by the CPI (M) leadership is
ludicrous. The party state secretary M
V Govindan said "As per the report of
the national election watch, 16 MPs
and 135 legislators in the country are
facing crimes related to atrocities
against women. None of them have
quit their post. Among these people's
representatives, 54 are from BJP and
23 from Congress. If Mukesh quits
on moral grounds, he cannot come
back on the same grounds if the
court acquits him of the charges.
Hence, demand for resignation will
be denial of justice." Incredible
indeed! Since the BJP and the Congress
has committed an offence with
impunity, the CPI (M) is licensed to
follow the suit. In other words, the CPI
(M) endorses the wrong-doings and

sheltering of offenders by the BJP and
the Congress and equates itself in the
same bracket with them.

Moreover, A day after CPI leader
Annie Raja demanded the resignation of
the CPI (M) legislator M Mukesh over
rape charges, her party's Kerala unit
openly contradicted her remarks, calling
it a "state leadership issue". After a lot
of dilly dallying, though Mukesh was
arrested by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) on 20 September but
released within no time as he had been
granted anticipatory bail by a sessions
court earlier this month.

Final words
As stated in the opening

paragraph, crime against and
objectification of women has become
rampant in the country leaving no
sphere of life-domestic-workplace-
transport vehicles-entertainment
industry-everywhere. The vile thoughts,
incitement of base instincts and
petrification of mind  are penetrating
among the menfolk from the rotten
capitalist society which is bent upon
wiping out everything that is human and
inject inhuman putrid thoughts so that
the masses at large are emasculated
from within, lose the sense of right and
wrong, indulge in crime remorselessly
and with alacrity.

All finer senses, values, ethics and
morality are being given a decent burial.
Both men and women are victims of
this degeneration, but the prime
responsibility of stemming the rot
devolves on men as the society,
notwithstanding all talks of modernity
and gender equality, continues to be
patriarchal where women are viewed as
subordinate to men. Even there is a
spurt of misogyny which is making
things worse. And as we have seen, the
ruling political parties who place their
petty-sectarian electoral interest and
lure for power above everything
nonchalantly, abet this rot under this or
that camouflage or spurious arguments.

The recent revelation of the sordid
state of affairs in the film world is a
glaring manifestation of how inhumanity
is scoring over human qualities and
values and promoting bestiality. While
we appreciate the courage of the victim
actors to expose the reality, it is
imperative for all those concerned and
conscientious persons to imbibe the
truth that this fast growing cultural
degradation and deformity of mindset
can be arrested only by releasing a
conscious counter cultural movement
based on the highest ideology of the
time ordained by the scientific law of
social development because that
ideology premised on higher culture can
only be the anti-thesis to the ongoing
corrosion of humanity.

Glaring manifeststion of how inhumanity is
scoring over human qualities and values

Hema Committee

Contd. from page 5
of the Palas, the monks of
Nalanda were patronized by the
Pithipatis of Bodh Gaya. In the
first decade of the 13th Century,
Nalanda Mahavihara was
destroyed by burning. But there
is no clear evidence about the
identity of the destroyer. But as
conformed by scientific analysis
of history, Nalanda Mahavihara
functioned for many more
decades, possibly more than a
century. But, in the changed
socio-political situation and the
absence of sponsors brought the
end of the thousand-year-old
Mahavihara in the 13th and 14th
centuries.

Many foreign travellers (no
less than eleven ) like Xuanzang
(Hsüen Tsang) and Yijing (I-
tsing) visited the Nalanda
Mahavihara. Xuanzang visited
Nalanda in 637 and 642 CE.
Monk Yijing arrived in 673 CE,
and stayed in India for fourteen
years, ten of which he spent at
Nalanda. Yijing wrote that in the
time of Harsha (606-647 CE),
there were over 1500 faculties
and 10,000 student monks in the
Nalanda monastery. No doubt,
Nalanda has a history of pride in
ancient India.
The discovery of the ruins of

old Nalanda Mahavihara
The  Nalanda Mahavihara

became extinct some 700 years
ago. After its decline, Nalanda
was largely forgotten until some
local people drew the attention of
the Britishers to some Buddhist
and Hindu images and ruins in the
area. Then the site was surveyed
by Francis Buchanan-Hamilton
(1811-1812), Major Markham
Kittoe (1847), Alexander
Cunningham and the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) (1861-1862). But
systematic excavation of the ruins
by the ASI began in 1915 and
ended in 1937. In other words,
what were excavated, examined
and corroborated by authentic
history, proved existence of the
Nalanda Mahavihara several
centuries ago.

Newly built university
is no resurrection of

the old institution
Though the BJP

government calls the newly
constructed 'Nalanda University'
is a resurrection of the old
Mahavihara, it is nothing but a
bluff. The periods are different.
The socio-economic-political
situations have completely
changed. The pedagogy, course
and curriculum, are also totally

different. Then why PM Modi
and his cohorts are using the brand
name—Nalanda University? It is
only to befool the people who
have respect for the ancient seats
of learning like Takshila,
Bikramshila, or Nalanda
Mahavihara. Though the attempt
to 'rebuild' the Nalanda University
was first proposed by the former
President of India, late Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam, the parliament
passed the Nalanda University
Act, 2010 in September 2014.
The new university began
functioning in 2014 from a
temporary location. Now, after 10
years, the new building has come
up.

Decline of
Nalanda Mahavihara
The waning of Nalanda

Mahavihara began with the
decline of Buddhism in India.
Xuanzang had noticed the slide in
Buddhism in the 7th century, and
that trend accelerated in the
centuries ahead. There had long
been a competitive and hostile
relation between Brahminism and
Buddhism, mainly over three
things: funding, followers, and
ideology. Secondly, in the early
period of Buddhism, its clergy had
earned their living by relying on
the common people, exchanging
religious services for donations
like food, clothes, or money. But
centuries of royal patronage had
reduced their dependence on
ordinary people. Thirdly, between
the 7th and 10th centuries,
profound changes had occurred in
the Indian religious landscape like
the rise of Brahminical orthodoxy,
led by Adi Shankara, and the
emergence of Bhakti, or mystical
devotionalism, in south India.
Fourthly, with dip on the number
of followers of Buddhism, the
monarchs of the period began
shifting to an exclusively
Brahminical ideology and this set
in a vicious spiral for Buddhism.
Funding for its monasteries began
drying up. Its last great royal
patrons were the Palas of Bengal.
They were followed by the Sen
dynasty of Bengal in the 12th
century, whose Brahminical kings
actively persecuted Buddhist
monks. Many monks fled to the
south. On the eve of the Turko-
Persian invasions around 12th
century, Buddhism had vanished
from everywhere except some
isolated pockets in eastern and
southern India and the western
Himalayas. And fifthly, with
Indian Buddhism already on life-
support by the late 12th  century,

RSS-BJP deliberately distorts history
with an ulterior motive

Nalanda

Contd. on page 8

Contd. from page 1
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the final blow was delivered by the Turks, who
wiped off its last few, barely functioning
monasteries. But even this was not as black and
white, or as dramatic, as many think it was.

Deliberate distortion of
history is fraught with an ulterior motive

But for the RSS-BJP, deliberate distortion
of history is a ploy to buttress their arch
communal Hindutva agenda which seeks to
prove that ancient India had everything of pride
and the Mughal and other Muslim invaders had
demolished the archetypes from their religious
bias. For example, they are trying to show that
the Aryans were indigenous people. The Indus
Valley Civilization was an 'Aryan Civilization'.
According to them, 'Hindu scriptures are sacred
and inviolable and the epics like the Ramayana,
or the Mahabharata are all historical narratives.
All branches of science developed in ancient
India, particularly in the Vedic Period and the
foreigners (Europeans) stealthily took them
away and impoverished us. The Indians were
subjugated since the 12th Century. The Muslim
kings were foreigners and invaders. Most of
them despised Hindu religion and plundered the
temples. Babar, the founder of Mughal Empire,
demolished Ram mandir at Ayodhya.  Mughal
emperors like Akbar, or Aurangzeb were despots
while Rana Pratap or Shivaji Maharaj were the
brave defenders of their respective lands. The
Muslim rulers forcibly converted the Hindus to
Muslims. Etcetera and etcetera.' But all these
are nothing but trashes and unfounded in history.
Just like when PM Modi claimed in Indian
Science Congress that proof of plastic surgery in
ancient India lay in the idol of deity Ganesha
which has a human body with an elephant head,
he meant that an elephant head was transplanted
through plastic surgery on a human body. Let us
ask our respected PM and those who clapped at
his weird claim, can even today, an elephant head
be transplanted on a human body? Similarly, the
very theories of the Mughal kings plundering
Hindu temples out of hate feeling about the
Hindus etc. are all concoctions. Who were the
trusted army commanders of Shivaji? Siddhi
Hilal,  Daulat Khan, Ibrahim Khan  and others.
Even bodyguard of Shivaji was Siddi Ibrahim. On
the other hand, Raja Mansingh, a Rajput, was
the commander-in-chief of Emperor Akbar. Do
these prove any hate relation between the Hindus
and Muslims at that time?

The RSS-BJP also allege that Bakhtiyar
Khilji, the courtier of Mahmud Ghori, had burnt
the famous Nalanda Mahavihara. But most of
the primary sources related to the history of that
time do not mention Khilji going to Nalanda.
Tabakat-a-Nasiri, written by Minhaj-e-Siraj,
has no mention of this. Two Tibetan scholars,
Dharmaswamin and Sumpa, who were keenly
studying the history of India, particularly related
to Buddhism, also do not mention Khilji going to
Nalanda or burning it. Taranath, another well-
known Buddhist scholar from Tibet, did not
mention any such fact either. Interestingly, other
Buddhist structures of importance like Ajanta,
Ellora, and Sanchi stupa were also not the subject
of the ire of 'invaders'. Eminent Indian historians

Jadunath Sarkar and R. C. Majumdar also did
not endorse Nalanda Mahavira having been
destroyed by Khilji. History of Indian Logic,
cited by D. R. Patil in The Antiquarian Remains
in Bihar, says that this incident refers to the
actual scuffle between Buddhist and
Brahmanical mendicants. The latter propitiated
the Sun god, performed a sacrifice and threw the
living ambers and ashes from the sacrificial pit to
the Buddhist temples. 'History of Indian Logic'
also confirms that there was scuffle between
Buddhist and Brahmanical mendicants in the last
half of the 12th Century. Prof. D. N. Jha, a
renowned historian and former faculty of Delhi
University said, "… the idea of Brahminical
hostility to the religion of the Buddha travelled
to Tibet fairly early and became part of its
Buddhist tradition and found expression in
the 17th-18th century Tibetan writings." Thus,
all reliable sources point to the fact that Brahmins
had burnt the library of the Mahavihara as
revenge. In fact, after the period of Ashoka,
when Buddhism became widespread in India, the
notions of equality gained significant prominence.
As a result, Brahmanical rituals were not being
obeyed by many, causing great dissatisfaction in
the community. Later, when Ashoka's grandson,
Brihdrath, was in power, his commander-in-chief,
Pushyamitra Shung, murdered him and held the
Buddhists responsible for the assassination. Such
was the nature of conflict between Buddhism and
the Brahminical clan.

So, bringing in Khilji is in contravention of
history but fits into the general Islamophobic
propaganda against Muslims and, at the same
time, hides the true story of the persecution of
Buddhists by Brahmanical Hindu kings during
that period. On both the occasion the characters
were Hindus like Mihirkula (between 457 and
467 AD) and Shashanka (in the 7th century).

Why this controversy over Nalanda
From what has been briefly discussed

above, it is clear that newly built Nalanda
University is no resuscitation of old Nalanda
Mahavihara nor did any Muslim orthodox
consigned the old monumental institution to fire.
These are all fabrications with an ulterior motive
of spewing venom against Islam, paint all Muslim
emperors as anti-Hindu and thereby create, what
is called, an Islamophobia, to cater to heinous
political motive of dividing toiling millions along
religious lines, incite Hindutva fanaticism, create
Hindu vote bank and then cross the stygian ferry
of election and cling to power. At the same time,
perpetual divide between the Hindus and the
Muslims would prevent cementing struggling
unity among them against the burning problems
of life bred by ruthless capitalist oppression. This
is the sinister design subservient to bourgeois
class interest.
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RSS-BJP seeking to incite Islamophobia by
motivated distortion of history of Nalanda
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BJP's hollow
claim exposed
once more

The BJP government claims that it has created
12.6 crore jobs in last 10 years. Data released by
RBI in early July last indicated that India added 4.7
crore jobs in 2023-24, taking the total number of
employed people to 64.3 crore spread over 27
sectors covering the entire economy. (Times of
India- 12-07-24) This was reiterated by the ruling
BJP leaders during the recently concluded Haryana
assembly election also.

But what is the reality?   "Applying for this
position is a last resort", said Sumitra, a resident of
Rhotak's Sukhpura Chowk of Haryana. The recent
news of 46,000 postgraduates, graduates and 1.2
lakh 12th pass candidates applied for the position of
sweeper in Haryana through Haryana Kaushal
Rozgar Nigam Limited (HKRN), the state-owned
corporation to install the contractual manpower,
exposed the unemployment condition of the state. A
total of 3.95 lakh candidates applied for this job. The
post of a sweeper as the last resort of government
employment is not only for Sumitra but also for most
of the candidates applied for the post. These
statistics expose the abundance of unemployed
youths in the state.

According to a periodic labour force survey
conducted by MoSPI, the unemployment rate in
urban areas of Haryana in the 15-29 age group has
increased to 11.2% in April to June 2024 quarter as
compared to 9.5% in the previous January to March
quarter. The job description of the contractual
sweeper was as clear as water about the kind of
work it entails. The crisis is so deep in human life
that even knowing the kind of work, such a huge
number of individuals applied for this post. In a state
of increasing joblessness per quarter of a year,
shows the works done by the ruling BJP government
has done so far to eradicate the crisis. (Times of
India 04-09-24)
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