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Inhuman torture on AIDSO
women activists in Police custody

This was no infamous a prison like
Guatemala nor a Nazi detention centre for captive
Jews. The venue of bestial assault, and that too
on women, this time was the Midnapur Kotwali
Police station in West Bengal. The dark day in the
history of wanton human right violation and
outraging modesty of women in the cruelest
possible manner was 3 March 2025. With nails far
sharper than those of packs of wolf and blinded
by impudence far more than sunless forests, the
uniformed protectors of inhuman capitalist order
stripped naked their shameless barbarity.
Chattering their teeth and reddening their eyes,
they set out in gangs to complete the feast of a
few young brave girls who dared to protest
against injustice. And then beastly savagery raved

wild. The girls, Tanushree Bej,
Sushrita Soren, Ranushree Bej
and Barnali Nayak, young female
activists of AIDSO experienced
how custodians of law and order
could even make the most
uncivilized envious. The details are
beyond description in letters.
What was their fault? They
did not pelt stone at the
constabulary, nor did they indulge
in any action prohibited by law.
They were simply campaigning in
front of a university named after
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, the
doyen of Indian renaissance who fought for and
finally introduced education for girls, calling upon
the students to observe strike in protest against an
incident of Jadavpur University that marked

Revolutionary tribute to
great Karl Marx

Comrade Asit Bhattacharyya, veteran Polit Bureau member,
at Salt Lake Party centre in Kolkata. 14 March 2025

cruelty par excellence of the ruling dispensation.
On 1 March, the vehicle of state TMC education
Minister drove over students of Jadavpur
University who had gathered to voice demand for
early election of the Students' Union.

Two students sustained grievous injuries and
had to be hospitalized in a profuse bleeding
condition. Denouncing this barbaric incident,
AIDSO had given a call for students' strike on 3
March in colleges and universities across the
state. The strike was spontaneously supported by
students, and AIDSO activists were picketing in
support at various colleges and universities.
During picketing at Vidyasagar University, the
hired goons of Trinamool Chhatra Parishad, the
students' wing of ruling TMC, along with the
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RAF's brutality on AIDSO activist
at Vidyasagar University

police, pounced upon the AIDSO activists,
snatched their banners and festoons and beat them
severely. Most notably, girl picketers were
assaulted by the male goons with police
shamelessly siding with the muggers. And then,
without any provocation, the police deliberately
arrested AIDSO activists. During the arrest, male
police officers not only misbehaved with the
female activists but punched on the chest and
back of one of the girl activists rendering her
unconscious. Injured activists were detained in
police custody without any medical treatment. The
arrested female activists were then taken to
Medinipur Women's Kotwali Police Station.

The consequent treatments to the four
detained female activists in police custody was so
barbaric and inhuman that it is, as stated above,
beyond the limits of expression in a civilized
society. While signing the arrest memo, police
officers poured molten wax from burning candles
on their hands and feet.

One female activist was brutally beaten with
belts while four police officers were standing on
her body. Heavy boots were used to hit her face,
and she was lifted by her hair while being beaten

Revolutionary tribute to
great Stalin

AALLARIEALESIRLR

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C),
at Shibpur Party Centre, West Bengal on 5 March 2025

on the soles of her feet. Not stopping there, the
police officers, in a mentally depraved manner,
played vulgar Bollywood songs and enjoyed their
sadistic pleasure while torturing the activists.
Student activist Sushrita Soren was targeted with
vile and obscene remarks about her tribal
identity. The police also tried to forcefully
extract false and unethical written statements
from them. Moreover, the police openly
announced their plans to inflict similar torture on
other activists in the future, issuing threats of
staged disappearances and murder in custody.
To wipe out all evidences of torture, the female
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AIDSO activist is heavily injured by
TMCP goons in Siliguri

activists were forcibly bathed against their will.
Initially, the police said the detained students
would not be released at night. However, in a
completely premeditated move, the four female
activists were released at 2 AM on a deserted
road shrouded in darkness. The extent of the
perverted mentality required to commit such
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atrocities is beyond comprehension.
AIDSO organized a press conference
without dely where the bruised and
battered girls narrated their horrific
experience before the media.

Even the media persons were
utterly shocked, if not dumbstruck,
while coming to know of such a
barbaric incident. Once again, it came
to the fore that any bourgeois party,
irrespective of hue and in tame
servitude of ruling capitalism to stay in
power, does not hesitate to bring down
unspeakable oppression and
repression on legitimate protests.

AIDSO also justifiably held that

this attack is not just on the activists

On 6 March AIDSO made a massive protest demonestration to
Calcutta University in protest of torture on AIDSO activists in police
custody in Midnapore. They demanded expeditious student council
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elections in colleges and universities, cancellation of
four-year degree courses, appointment of permanent
Vice-Chancellor etc.
of our organization but an attack on the
fundamental right to live and on all those who
speak up for it. AIDSO has called upon the entire
student community as well as all democratic
minded people to strongly condemn the incident
and demanded of the echelons in the
administrative hierarchy immediate intervention
into the matter and ensure exemplary punishment
to the culprits.
AIDSO girl picketers are assulted by
male goons at Panskura Banamali Collage,
Midnapur

Electricity Consumers' Parliament March
and All-India Convention in Delhi

A Parliament March of thousands of
electricity consumers was organized on 4
March last October, the call of the All India
Electricity Consumers Association (AIECA),
calling for developing resistance to the
privatization of the electricity industry,
installation of smart prepaid meters, and the
anti-people Electricity Bill 2022.

The Sit-in-Protest Demonstration by
electricity consumers from all states held at
Delhi's Jantar Mantar in an  extremely
undemocratic  administrative  suffocating
atmosphere was presided over by the
organization's president, Swapan Ghosh. Bimal
Das, former Deputy General Manager of
Assam Power Distribution Company Limited,
called for a united movement of engineers and
employees along with electricity consumers to
prevent privatization of the power industry and
smart meters.

A memorandum sent to the Union Power
Minister demanded withdrawal of the anti-
people Electricity Bill 2022 along with smart
meters. K Venugopal Bhat, General Secretary,
Samar Sinha, Executive President, Ajay
Acharya Convener of Assam Electricity
Consumers' Association, Subrata Biswas, the
General Secretary of All Bengal Electricity
Consumers' Association, Joysen Meher,
Odisha in-charge, Lalit Ghosh also Bihar
Electricity Consumers' Association in-charge,
Bhashkarananda, in-charges of Delhi
Electricity Consumers' Association, Mehar
Singh Bangar, Secretary of Haryana Electricity
Consumers' Forum, Somashekar of Karnataka
Electricity Consumers' Association,
Anavarthan of Tamil Nadu, Shivakumar from
Puducherry, Rachana Agarwal from Madhya

is addressing the convention

Pradesh, Sanjay Chowdhury from Tripura, Ramesh
Parashar and others from 24 states and union territories
of the country addressed the gathering. Next day, a
national convention was held at the Shah Auditorium in
North Delhi. The action programme declared in the main
proposal called for a week-long All India Protest Week
from 1 April to 7 to April. President Swapan Ghosh
thanked everyone, saying that the valuable speeches of all
the invited speakers of the convention had inspired all the
electricity consumers who attended.
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A protest dharna in Hyderabad, Telangana, was held on 1 March
2025 against burning problems. More than 300 people took part
from different districts of Telangana. This Dharna was
inaugurated by Comrade K Sridhar, Central Committee Member,
SUCI(C) and addressed among others by
Comrade C H Murahari, Telangana State Secretary of the Party

4th Bihar state level conference of AIDYO was
held in Begusarai, on 9 March against rising
unemployment, drug addiction, corruption, price rise,
communalism, casteism, etc. Among those who
addressed were Comrades Arun Singh, CC member
and Bihar State Secretary, SUCI(C) and Amarjit
Kumar, General Secretary, AIDYO and other
dignitaries. A 31-member state council with Comrades
Saroj Kumar Suman and Vikash Kumar as President
and Secretary, respectively was formed

save Education, Culture and Humanity
Raoﬁsl New Education Policy-2020
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Students camp of AIDSO, UP, in Allahabad,
on 8-9 March conducted by
Comrade Sourav Ghosh, President, AIDSO

Problems faced by
the employees of the

government sector

The employees in the government sector,
both at Centre and in the various states, are facing
manifold attacks. Those who are in service and
also the pensioners are falling victims of the anti-
employee policy of capitalist globalization being
implemented by the bourgeois governments,
irrespective of hues, in the government sector.
Rapid downsizing of government departments,
outsourcing of various basic functions, engagement
of contractual labour in regular posts and
withdrawal of welfare activities have been the
prescripts of globalization in this sector. Hence
there is a steady decline in the number of
government employees. There were 33 lakh
employees in central government sector at the time
of the 7th Pay Commission. But now one in every
5th post is vacant. In the Railways alone, more
than 3 lakh posts are lying vacant. Actually, due to
the growth in population and the material
requirements, commensurate increase in the
number of employees is badly warranted. But
reverse is happening. Consequently, workload per
employee is increasing beyond bearable limits and
hence quality of services rendered to the people is
going down. Persons drawn directly from the
corporate houses are appointed at the top
bureaucratic positions of the government so as to
facilitate serving of their interest in the government
administration.

Also, the government is trying to retain the
much-denounced Contributory Pension Scheme by
proposing the 'Unified Pension Scheme' (UPS)
thereby ignoring the demand of the government
employees for the last two decades to bring back
Old Statutory Pension Scheme. The UPS is also
intended to pump hard-earned money of the
employees in the share market to stimulate
speculative stock trading intended by the big
corporates and Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) to widen the scope for gambling in the
capital market. In the process, the pension fund is
exposed to high market risk because of stock price

Contd. on page 8
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The opinion of BASAD (Marxist) on
constitutional reform of Bangladesh

[With the declaration of introducing a new constitution, the caretaker government of Bangladesh has
proposed amendment of various clauses of the previous Constitution and has exchanged opinions with
different political parties and organizations. Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal (Marxbadi)-BASAD (M)—has
sent us their opinion in this regard in writing. We are publishing the same information for the people of
India as well as other countries.] —Ed. Board, P. Era

[Though the Draft Declaration
of the Movements of the Students
against utter discrimination Student
movement and the National civil
Society has not been forwarded to
Basad (M), our party, or to the
United front, it is published in various
media by this time. |

In an all-party meeting
convened by the Government on 16
January last, our party was invited,
and another declaration was placed.
In spite of our agreement with major
portion of these two declarations, the
way some aspects have been
presented were not only inadequate
but erroneous as well in many

places. Such a placing seems
confusing to us.
We want to place some

discussions on some basic aspects of
these two declarations with a view
to revealing the truth as we
understand and leave scope for
further refinement through exchange
of opinions in the days to come.

We are sure that the authorities
as well as others would ponder over
our views. Due to paucity of time
and for the convenience of all
concerned, we are placing our views
in a concise form. We may submit
our opinions in detail later.
Political history of Bangladesh

A prolonged struggle of the
people of undivided British India had
ended in 1947 and Pakistan emerged
as an independent country on 14
August of that year. But East
Pakistan was treated by the
capitalist rulers of West Pakistan
almost as a colony for collecting
raw materials and accumulating
capital virtually by way of extortion
from the then East Pakistani people.
The East Pakistan people were
victims of ruthless oppression.
Through East Pakistan constituted
about 60% of the population of
erstwhile Pakistan, the total budget
allotted for development of this
segment of the country by the
central government was only 20%.
The people of the then East
Pakistan did not tolerate this
merciless oppression silently.

Apart from severe oppression
of East Pakistan, the geographical
distance between East and West
Pakistan and the lingual and cultural
differences of the two parts were
also vast. This also increased the
predicament of the people of East

Pakistan. So, people of eastern part
of united Pakistan had burst forth in
protest against this oppression,
suppression and atrocities of the
West Pakistani rulers. The blood-
curdling language movement of 1952
in which Salaam, Barkat, Rafiq
Jabbar, Shafiur and others embraced
martyrdom and the electoral victory
of the United Front in 1954 under
the leadership of Maulana Vasani
strengthened the demand of
autonomy among the people. In the
21 point election programme of
United Front in 1954, the concept of
autonomy of East Pakistan was
detailed. It is worth mentioning that
Moulana Vasani, the most popular
mass leader among the workers and
peasants then, organized people's
movements one after another that
ultimately culminated in militant
movement for independence. But
this part of history was not
recognized. Maulana Vasani, then
critically ill, wvisited the area
devastated by Super Cyclone on 20
and 21 November of 1970. On 23
November, in an address to the
people at a historic mass meeting at
Paltan he raised the slogan "long
leave independent East Pakistan!".
Again, on 30 November, he
appealed in a hand-bill titled 'Call of
Maulana Vasani to the people' to
plunge wholeheartedly in the
struggle for freedom of East
Pakistan. This was perhaps the
maiden call seeking total freedom of
East Pakistan or the freedom
struggle of Bangladesh.

Besides, education movement
of 1962, the six point movement of
1966 in demand of autonomy and
people's upsurge on the basis of 11
point demands along with demand
for autonomy and freedom of
workers and peasants shook the
foundation of the capitalist rule of
Pakistan. Thereafter, the massive
victory of Awami league in 1970
people's national council election
was not merely an election victory
of a npolitical party, it was
manifestation of the urge of people
East Pakistan for emerging as an
independent country. Starting from
the language movement, the leftists
had an historic role in all these
movements.

The militant freedom struggle
in 1971 was in culmination of all
these movements. Almost all the

political parties and lakhs of people
took active part in this struggle. But
effort of the Awami League for
usurping and arrogating to itself the
sole credit of this great freedom
struggle, had raised questions among
people. While tiny fraction of the
people like Rajakars and Alvadars
had played a treacherous role for
frustrating the freedom movement,
lakhs of toiling masses people stood
resolutely against the bombs and
bayonets of the Pakistani soldiers
and fought valiantly for achieving
freedom. Following that,
independent Bangladesh was born.
Later on, the events of Bangladesh
reminded everyone of the invaluable
teaching of Great Lenin: "If the
freedom  movement in  the
imperialist era is conducted not
under the leadership of the
working class but under the
leadership of the bourgeoisie,
then that freedom would be like a
half-baked cake." Emergence of
Bangladesh  achieved  through
sacrifice of lakhs of working people,
was in the form of capitalist state
under the rule of the Bangladeshi
bourgeoisie. So, it also brought
down severe oppression and
atrocities on the people under the
despotic rule of Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman right from its inception
since international capitalism which
the Bangladeshi bourgeoisie has
been a part of, was extremely
reactionary and oppressive.

During the four years from
1971 to 1975, the Bangladeshi rulers
started implementing anti-people
policies one after another under the
leadership of Sheikh  Mujib.
Journalists and the opposition were
arrested and executed. Siraj Sikdar,
the leader of the East Bengal
Proletariat Party was murdered in
detention. Thirty thousand workers
of Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal (JASAD)
were murdered. The voice of the
news media was gagged.

Lastly, throwing in the grave
the constitution framed in 1972,
emergency was declared in
December 1974. In January 1975,
4th amendment to the constitution
paved way towards implementation
of one-party rule. In February 1975,
that national party was formed under
the nomenclature of "Baksal." All
other parties except the Baksal
were banned and all newspapers

except the five were also banned.
Had there been a genuine Marxist
party, an effective resistance could
have been built up at that time.
After the assassination of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with
his family on 15 August 1975, there
were coups and counter-coups one
after another, and finally, Ershad, the
military ruler, was ousted from
power. Even after end of military
rule, stability was not achieved in the
country. It is noteworthy that Sk
Hasina formed a tactical unity with
Jamat in 1996 for coming to power.
In 2001, the BNP (Bangladesh
National Party led by Khaleda Zia)
-Jamat alliance came to power.
Later on, Awami League was in
power from 2009 till the insurgency
in 2024. All these governments have
infringed upon democratic rights
incessantly, implemented anti-people
policies, and in the last 15 years
Awami League had intensified
repression, atrocities, torture and
infringement on freedom of speech
to every possible extent. By making
the national elections in 2014, 2018,
and 2024 farcical, Awami League
had, in fact, invited a mass upsurge
against its misrule. During this
whole period of narration of
historical events, we added nothing
significant, simply filled up the gaps
in the July declaration.
On the Constitution of 1972
The discourses of all these
forces regarding 1972 constitution
had been mostly one-sided. In this
deed of declaration, they have taken
as the basis of the constitution of
Bangladesh, which was declared on
10 April 1971 by the newly formed
government. In its declaration, the
basis for framing the constitution
was the declaration of the new
government which took over on 10
April 1971. Sheikh Mujib was
empowered as the authority of
promulgating all administrative and
legal rules and laws. He was also
given sole authority to appoint all
ministers  including the prime
minister, convene and postpone
sessions of parliament and exclusive
power to form lawful government.
Nothing more other than vesting
absolute power to Sheikh Mujib was
declared in the 1972 constitution.
Without taking steps towards
conducting election to parliament for
framing constitution of 1972, Sheikh
Mujib formed parliament with the
representatives elected to
parliament and the provincial
legislatures of 1970 and initiated
drafting of the constitution.
Evidently, the drafting of the
constitution was done in an
undemocratic manner.
The proclaimers of the July
declaration did not perhaps notice

Contd. on page 4
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of lakhs of working people, but it is a capitalist state

Contd. from page 3
that the emphasis which they had
given on the three words—equality,
human dignity and social justice—
were also mentioned in the '72
constitution. These were mentioned
as the primary objective in the
constitution. The statement is quoted
as: "The basic object of our state
would be to establish such a
socialistic society which will be free
from exploitation where rule of law
as well as basic civil rights and
political, economic, and social
equality, freedom/liberty, and justice
for all citizens would be ensured."”
Needless to state that like the
deed of declaration of freedom dated
10th April 1971, absolute power was
centralized in the hands of Sheikh
Mujib in the '72 constitution also. As
a result, the duly considered opinion
of our party is that there is no basic
difference between the deed of
declaration of freedom dated 10th
April 1971 and the 1972 constitution.
We also think that since the
words like democracy, secularism,
socialism, politico-economic social
equality, basic human rights,
freedom, and justice reflect the
urges and aspirations of lakhs of
crores of people, Awami League
was to an extent compelled to
include those in the '72 constitution
obviously as showpieces. That they
had not the least intention to
implement these  progressive
conceptions of human civilization in
reality. This became as clear as
daylight. when within three years
from adopting the 1972 constitution.
Sheikh Mujib implemented one-party
Baksal rule by declaring emergency,

bypassing the constitution
completely riding on the 4
amendments  brought to the
constitution.

Prior to adopting this
constitution in the executive

committee meeting of the Central
Committee of Awami League in
February 1972,  nationalism-
secularism-democracy and socialism
were declared as Mujib doctrine.
Later on, this was declared as the
basic principle of the constitution. So
the ideological base of the
constitution is nothing but the Mujib
doctrine. In this respect we should
be aware that democracy and
secularism are the important
principles of a modern bourgeois
democratic constitution.

The bourgeoisie during its rising
period in 1789 as a progressive
force through the French Revolution
had brought the progressive
concepts like equality, fraternity,

freedom, secularism, women liberty,
one person one vote etc. Henceforth
all the bourgeois states framed their
constitutions on the basis of such
ideas. Since the bourgeoisie, in this
era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution, has become utterly
reactionary throughout the world,
these lofty ideals are only retained in
the pages of the constitution but
given a decent burial in so far as
implementation is concerned.

The first anti-capitalist socialist
revolution was accomplished in
Russia in 1917 and a socialist
state—USSR was established. The
emergence of this new civilization in
radiant ardour in the Eastern
Horizon received ovation from the
then leading lights like Einstein,
Romain Rolland, Bertrand Russell,
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul
Islam and others. Following that, the
socialist features of USSR were
echoed as most sought after
principles in the national freedom
struggles of the colonies. During the
freedom movement of Bangladesh
also, the urge for establishing
socialism had been expressed by
many intellectuals as well as
common people. During the time of
drafting of the constitution also this
demand had been raised. On 2 April
1972, Maulana Vasani stated at
Paltan that "the constitution
should have been drafted after
organizing a national convention
and taking opinions of all
concerned... the one party rule
which is being established must
guarantee of establishing
socialism as well as the economic
freedom of peasants, workers and
the proletariats”. On 14 April 1972
a proposal was adopted in the
Central Committee meeting of NAP
(National Adaptation Plan) at
Santosh that "the constitution would
be secular democratic and
socialistic...  there = must be
guarantee in the constitution that
followers of all religions irrespective
of Bengali or non-Bengali
communities may be equal in the
eye of law. So, what the Awami
League claims as Mujib doctrine of
Mujib is baseless and futile.

If history of the next phase is
studied, it would be found that as
many as 17 amendments to the 1972
constitution were made by the
different ruling parties. Apart from
the amendment brought in to
validate the caretaker government,
every other amendment has
curtailed the right of the people in
some way or the other. The opinion
of our party is that keeping the

progressive and positive points of
the 72 constitution, the constitution
should be reformed. At the same
time, six basic rights like rights to
food, clothing, shelter, health,
education and employment,
fundamental issues should be
included as fundamental rights and
these basic as well as fundamental
rights should be made enforceable
by law

We want to state that people
do desire to have a democratic
constitution. But in this class- divided
society of handful of rich comprising
the capitalists on the one side and
myriads of poor, on the other side i.e.
the exploiters and the exploited, the
reformation of the constitution is
not easy, rather extremely difficult.
On sovereignty of the country

The issue of preserving
sovereignty of the country should
have been explicitly dealt with in the
July deed of declaration. From the
very birth of Bangladesh as an
independent sovereign country,
different imperialist powers of the
world such as India, USA, European
countries and later on Japan as well
as China and Russia, now turned
into formidable imperialist powers
after  counter-revolution, have
interfered many a time into the
internal affairs of the country with a
view to exploiting the market here.
At present this interference
threatening sovereignty of the
country has increased manifold. We
want to state unequivocally that
powerful protests and resistance
should be built up against all
imperialist  interferences  and
aggressions. The country in no way
should be used as a pawn. It is the
bounden duty of the government to
safeguard the sovereignty of the
country.

Difference between the

two declarations

In point number 3 of the 30th
clause of the first deed of
declaration, there is no mention of
the political parties who have
formed the government, the
proposal of "Decolonized Truth and
Healing Commission”, declaration
against military rule, mnational
bourgeoisie-big business—
bureaucracy are all absent for
reasons unknown.

The charter of demands
1. Immediately, the correct list of

the names of all who sacrificed

their lives during the upheaval

should be released.  Their

families must rehabilitated.

Those guilty of July genocide

must be meted with stringent

punishment.

Necessary medical care must

be provided to all the injured.

The Health Ministry must take

initiative to send abroad those

who need treatment overseas.

3. The price of the essential
commodities needs to be
controlled. Action should be
taken against Syndicate and
large corporate groups
manipulating price.

4. Universal public distribution
system should be introduced
expediently.

5. Minimum national wage of
20,000 takas and minimum
wage of Rs 25,000 takas to the
garment workers are to be
declared.

6. The remunerative price of the
agricultural produce to the
peasants should be guaranteed
from the ensuing monsoon
season. The prices of
agricultural inputs like fertilizer,
seed, agriculture accessories,
etc., are to be reduced.

7. Roadmap for election and
reform is to be declared soon.
On the New Republic
Following the freedom

movement in 1971, the state of

Bangladesh came into being. The

heroic and mammoth sacrificial

upsurge of the students and the
other sections of the toiling masses
that surged forth in 2024 has already
made a mark in the history of

Bangladesh. But this upsurge did not

entail a new system replacing the

old one. Ousting an utterly despot

and oppressive government, a

provisional government has been

formed with military support. The

new provisional government has

been formed under the provisions of

the present constitution. So, the view

that a new Republic has been

established is a travesty of truth.
On mass upheaval

This mass upheaval of 2024
against the fascistic rule of Awami
League which lasted for 16 long
years has indeed been
unprecedented. More than 1500
lives have been sacrificed in this
movement and more than 25,000
have been injured. We also took
part in this upheaval under the
leadership of the " Anti-
discrimination Students' Movement"
with all our might. No mass
upheaval in this country has seen so
much of bloodshed. So many people
have lost their eyes or have been
maimed. Such a large scale sacrifice
at this hour is indeed immensely
significant.

From this mass upheaval, a
slogan has been raised to destroy
fascism. But the fall of Awami
League does not mean fall of

N
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Post-election Sri Lanka

Even a bourgeoise government can
give relief to the people, if desired

Sri Lanka, the island nation, was
in turmoil for many decades. For
decades together, our southern
neighbour situated in the Indian Ocean
has virtually been known as a country
torn by violent and nearly incessant
strife between the two principal
communities, the Sinhalese and the
Tamils. Sri Lanka, formerly known as
Ceylon, was granted independence as
the Dominion of Ceylon, on 4
February 1948. Dominion status
within the British Commonwealth
was retained for the next 24 years
until 22 May 1972 when it became a
republic and was renamed the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, an independent sovereign
capitalist state.

Sri Lanka after political

independence
Pertinent to recall that the Sri
Lankan independence struggle

against the British imperialism though
largely dormant and with both
compromising and uncompromising
elements and trends in it, developed
as a single struggle of that country,
embracing both the Sinhala and the
Tamil communities. But after its
independence from colonial rule, the
successive bourgeoise governments
expectedly haunted by the fear
complex of anti-capitalist socialist
revolution in the era of imperialism
and proletarian revolution, did not
undertake the task of
democratisation of the society rather
followed divisive policies to keep the
two principal communities disunited.
They declared Sinhala the only
official language, disregarded Tamil
language, forcibly sent Tamil
refugees after ethnic clash to Tamil
areas in the north. Even the new
constitution, adopted in 1972, gave
Buddhism (the religion of the majority
Sinhalese) a special status and
replaced existing provisions for the
minorities. The governments in the
1970s introduced policies that
curtailed the scope of education and
employment for the Tamil minorities.
Naturally, these draconian measures
gave birth to strong resentment
among the Tamil people leading to a
secessionist movement by the
militant Tamils' organization. The
movement was finally quelled by the
Sri Lankan army facilitated by inner
conflicts within the LTTE leadership.

But that did not beget any relief
to the people. Rather their hardship
went up further which was
manifested in the macro-economic
indicators. Inflation is running at more
than 50 per cent entailing spiralling
rise of food prices forcing 70 per cent

of Sri Lankan households to reduce
food intake and nearly half the
country's children requiring
emergency assistance. Shortages of
food, cooking gas, fuel, and medicine
stoked public anger at what many
saw as mismanagement, corruption,
and nepotism. Officially, poverty rate
is around 25%. Youth unemployment
is around 20%. Sri Lanka faces
several educational challenges,
including poor quality, inadequate
teacher training, and inefficient
administration, along with disparities
in access and resources, especially in
rural areas. Peasants face challenges
of land scarcity, environmental
degradation, and economic hardship,
with the livelihoods of many being
vulnerable to climate change and
economic shocks.

Tottering economy

On the other hand, Sri Lankan

economy in tandem with rising crisis
of world imperialism-capitalism, is
also tottering. The Sri Lankan
governments took massive loan from
the IMF and other foreign countries
to finance budget deficits. So, there
was a sharp rise in foreign debt since
2010, reaching 42.6% of the
country's GDP in 2019. By February
2022, the country had only $2.31
billion left in its reserves to repay
around $4 billion of debt, including a
$1 billion maturing international
sovereign bond (ISB) in July (2022).
With foreign currency reserves
nearing zero in mid-April (2022), the
government announced it was
suspending repayment of foreign
debt totalling more than $50 billion.
Since this default, Sri Lanka's first
ever, the economy has come to a
grinding halt. Lack of hard currency
has led to severe shortages of petrol,
cooking gas, and other essential
supplies; lines of cars, motorcycles
and three-wheeled taxis waiting two
or three days for fuel have become
routine features of life across the
island.

People's protest and

government change

Naturally, suffering Sri Lankans

have repeatedly risen in protest. Of
late, in 2022, the protesters' main
demand was the resignation of
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who
became President of Sri Lanka in
2018 and stayed in that post till 2022,
and key officials from the Rajapaksa
family (Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa,  Basil = Rajapaksa,
Irrigation Minister Chamal Rajapaksa
and Minister of Youth and Sports
Namal Rajapaksa, belonged to this
family). This naked nepotism and

wide corruption made the people
angry. Protesters chanted slogans
such as "Go Home Gota", "Go Home
Rajapaksas", and "Aragalayata Jaya
Wewa" ("Victory to the struggle").
Most protests were organized by the
general public, with youths playing a
major part by carrying out protests at
Galle Face Green. Ultimately the
government collapsed, as the people
seized the top seats of power.
Crowds of ordinary Sri Lankans
stormed the presidential residence on
9 July (2022), compelling President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to flee the
country. 'Aragalaya' (the struggle)
became victorious.

It proved again that if people
develop a united struggle for a just
demand, any despotic government
will beat a retreat. The people of Sri
Lanka, irrespective of ethnicity, class,
religion, gender, and language
identities, stood steadfastly to oust the
autocratic SLPP Government of
Rajapaksa. Even the military didn't
dare to interfere. It showed that the
people's upsurge this time was many
times powerful than the terror-driven
separationist movement.

Nearly two years after that
historic upsurge, the Sri Lankans
voted for a new President, defeating
incumbent President Ranil
Wickremesinghe. On 21 September
2024, Anura Kumara Dissanayake
was elected as the 10th President of
the country. He got 42% of the first
preference votes and 56% of the
second preference votes.
Dissanayake was the leader of the
NPP (National People's Power), a
left-wing political alliance in Sri
Lanka. It was formed as a coalition
of left-wing and progressive parties
that aimed to present an alternative
to the existing political establishment.
NPP or Jathika Jana Balawegaya, is
a dynamic political movement
comprising 21 diverse groups,
including political parties, youth
organizations, women's groups, trade
unions, and civil society
organizations. The Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP) is the backbone of
the NPP. Its founder Rohana
Wijeweera was killed by the state in
1989. JVP or People's Liberation
Front made two unsuccessful
insurrections in 1971 and 1987.
Wijeweera, an ultra-leftist leader,
formed JVP in 1965. After his
murder, JVP started to work as a
political party and later developed the
NPP. In 2019, this alliance secured
only 3 seats in the parliament. But
this time it came into the power
committing to fight corruption,

nepotism and malfunctioning. It
promised for an inclusive democratic

government.
After becoming President,
Dissanayake dissolved the

parliament and went for the general
election to form a new government.
Notwithstanding attempts on the part
of the then ruling dispensation to
manipulate people's mandate in its
favour, in that election held on 14
November 2024, people
wholeheartedly backed Sri Lankan
Dissanayake's leftist coalition NPP
which achieved a landslide victory by
winning 159 of 225 seats. Media held
that voters had said "enough is
enough". This vote marked a
rejection of "the same old faces, the
same old parties [that] have been
hoodwinking us for too long now".
There is a strong expectation that the
NPP will move Sri Lanka from a
crisis affected, debt-ridden country
to one with a more stable and
equitable society.
A pro-people government can
give some relief to people

It is true that in a capitalist
country, elections cannot bring any
radical change of the socio-political
system or the capitalist state. It can
change a government only. The
government, in fact, is nothing but a
caretaker of the state. However, if a
left-wing force can get a chance to
form a government in a capitalist
order, it can, if it so desires, can give
some relief to the people by adopting
some pro-people measures. They
can reduce the price of essential
commodities by making the nexus
which manipulates price,
dysfunctional, fill up the vacant posts
in the public sector, try to introduce
universal education, ensure safety for
the people in general and women in
particular, ensure Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for agricultural produce,
reduce the price of the medicines -
particularly of the life-saving drugs,
etc. A pro-people government can
put a rein on the raging corruption
and nepotism at the administrative
level.

NPP government has outlined
several key policy developments
aimed at strengthening governance,
promoting unity, and driving
economic growth. They emphasize
the importance of national
reconciliation, rejecting extremism,
and fostering a strong connection
between parliament and the public.
This includes a commitment to
improving government efficiency,
restoring trust in the legal system,
and acting against corruption. In
terms of economic strategy, the NPP
plans to expand production beyond
Colombo, ensure fair wealth
distribution, and increase government
involvement in key sectors such as
tourism, IT, and agriculture. They
also focus on poverty alleviation, with
initiatives to support education,

Contd. on page 6
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Electoral victory of NPP is a reflection of
accumulated grievance of Sri Lankan people
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empower small entrepreneurs, and
promote digital innovation. To support
these efforts, the NPP presented an
interim budget for the first four months of
2025, which was approved in Parliament
on December 6, 2024, without a vote
following a two-day debate. The NPP also
opposes the divestment of revenue-
generating SOEs, advocating instead for
governance reforms to address the
financial challenges faced by these
entities. The party has expressed
concerns about the implementation of
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
conditions related to State-owned
Enterprises (SOEs), such as automatic
pricing mechanisms for public goods like
fuel and electricity and the introduction of
electricity tariffs aimed at attracting
private sector investment in SOEs. NPP
government has also sought to reverse the
previous decisions to privatize education
and reduce subsidies, viewing these
actions as detrimental to the public. The
NPP government has also outlined its
approach to welfare and poverty
alleviation for low-income earners in its
manifesto, proposing a programme called
Prajashakthi. This plan includes several
key initiatives: providing a minimum
monthly financial grant of Rs. 10,000 to
low-income families, introducing a digital
platform to identify eligible beneficiaries
using new criteria within a year, and
offering financial assistance to all
qualifying individuals. Along with that, it
proposes a monthly allowance of Rs.
5,000 to senior citizens needing assistance,
as well as an interest rate that is 5% higher
than the normal bank rates for senior
citizens' fixed deposits. The plan also
includes a provision of Rs. 10,000 monthly
financial aid for persons with disabilities in
low-income families and individuals with
chronic illnesses, based on need. The
NPP government has also pledged to
increase health funding to at least 3% of
GDP, improve transparency, and fight
corruption. Key initiatives include
digitizing patient records, establishing
community-based health programmes,
enhancing food safety regulations, and
supporting occupational health with
workplace safety assessments. Elderly
care focuses on counselling and
specialised clinics, while primary care will
be improved by appointing family
physicians, clustering facilities, and
creating rehabilitation services. Hospital
care enhancements ensure adequate
facilities, patient rights protections, and
ISO-certified testing. Essential drug
policies aim to prevent shortages, ensure
fair pricing, and expand local production.
The government has also firmly opposed
the sale of state-owned enterprises and
resources, warning foreign nations against
purchasing state assets. They argue that
such actions could undermine national
sovereignty and economic stability. In
support of the paddy farmers, President

Dissanayake has proposed an increase in
the fertiliser subsidy for the 2024/25
Maha season, raising it from Rs. 15,000
to Rs. 25,000 per hectare.

President Dissanayake also met
with members of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu
Katchi (ITAK) in Jaffna, where he
expressed the party's commitment to
backing the amendment's implementation
in the Sri Lankan Constitution. The 13th
Amendment originated from the 1987
Indo-Lanka Accord; an agreement
signed without Tamil political input. It
aimed to create Provincial Councils and
grant devolution of land and police powers
to a merged North-East to address ethnic
grievances, though it has since become
contentious. But so far, there has not been
any declaration regarding encouraging
legitimate people's struggle.

Question of correct outlook

of a leftist government in
bourgeois set up

It bears recall that the Marxist
stalwarts like Lenin, Stalin and Mao
Zedong had not said anything about what
outlook a genuine left government which
comes into being in a capitalist system.
Because they did not come across any
such situation. It was Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, Founder General Secretary of the
SUCI(C), an outstanding Marxist thinker
of the era and worthy continuer of Marx-
Engels-Lenin-Stalin- Mao Zedong, who
was first to provide a guideline on this.

In 1967, when the United Front
came into power in West Bengal, the
SUCI(C) was one of its constituents. It
was an unprecedented situation, as no
Marxist-Leninist hitherto had been part of
a government in a capitalist country.
What will such a party do then? Will it run
the government like any other bourgeois
party? Or, leave the government and sit
in the opposition bench? Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh gave the world proletariat
a brilliant education. He said: ...is it
possible for this government, if it so
wishes, to solve these basic problems
merely by reforming laws?? You ought to
realize, it is just not possible. One may
ask: ".....is there then no justification for
forming the ...government in the interest
of the workers? I think there is. If the
...government  resolutely  pursues
....policy of strengthening democratic
mass movements in the sphere of
working class struggle against the
exploitation and oppression relentlessly
perpetrated by the capitalist owners who
are under protection of the bourgeois
constitution and laws, then despite the
fact that it cannot win you emancipation
from exploitation, yet in the interest of
conducting the struggle to win
emancipation the ...government does
have its significance." (SW Vol III)

If JVP or any party within NPP
wants to serve the interest of the
common people from a genuine leftist
angle, they need to imbibe the essence of

Contd. on page 8
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Neither religious nor humanistic
values can thwart unabated
oppression of imperialism-capitalism

Contd. from page 4
Fascism. Fascism is not brought

by a party but by a particular
social system based on
exploitation of man by man. In
all imperialist-capitalist
countries—developed or
underdeveloped— fascism has
been a common feature in the
post Second World War Period.
Fascism may be clamped
through one party rule, multi-
party rule or military rule. In
different countries, fascism has
appeared under the garb of
democracy. No imperialist-
capitalist country can solve any
problem of the masses today
because they themselves are
breeding these problems. So,
they use the coercive state
machinery to repress the
people, gag voice of protest.
This fascistic approach is
common with the rulers of any
capitalist country. In other
words, each and every
capitalist country displays
fascistic tendencies.

In the current stage of
social development, neither
religious nor the humanistic
values can be effective tools
thwarting unabated plunder,
oppression or repression of
imperialism-capitalism.  The
utter degeneration of human
values-ethics-morality,
unbearable unemployment,
massacre of lakhs of innocent
men, women and children in
imperialism-generated  wars,
death of crores of people in
either or absence of due
medical care and so forth are
hallmarks of capitalist world
order today. Only an avid
pursuit of Marxism-Leninism
can save humanity from
debacle. Emancipation of the
society from the tentacles of
oppression of man by man can
only  be achieved by
overthrowing the capitalism
from state power by revolution.
And that revolution can come
by only if a revolutionary
struggle of the proletariat under
the leadership of a real Marxist-
Leninist party is conducted in
right earnest. After this
upheaval, fascism has not been
eradicated. Fascism has been
forced to beat a temporary
retreat. During the upsurge,
there had been no agenda of
bringing about a change of the
existing system. The demand of
various democratic reforms has

been raised only in the post-
upheaval period because during
the 16 years of Awami League
rule, the state institutions have
all been virtually collapsed. This
democratic reform is essential,
and this may partially revive the
democratic norms and
procedures. But by this
eradication of fascism is not
possible. Eradication of fascism
cannot take place unless the
capitalist system is overthrown.
Otherwise, repeated sacrifices
and bloodshed would achieve
demands like rights like right to
vote, freedom of expression,
etc. But if movement is
weakened and the leadership is
in the hands of parties and
forces subservient to the ruling
capitalist class, all their rights
would be curtailed again and
again. Again, ruthlessly
oppressive undemocratic
political milieu would be
restored. Therefore, it 1is
imperative to determine which
way the anti-fascist movement
is to be conducted so as to lead
that to logical culmination. This
is the political lesson our party
has derived starting from the
mass movement of 1952, mass
upheaval of 1969, freedom
movement of 1971, another
mass upsurge in1990, and finally
to the mass upheaval of 2024.

We have placed our views
on the Deed of declaration. We
are of the opinion that it would
be proper to finalize the deed
after taking well-thought out
opinions of all political parties,
students' organizations,
organizations of  different
professions, different class and
mass organizations who were
involved in the upheaval
thereby arriving at a consensus
over the matter,

Following the  mass
upheaval, rule of Sheikh Hasina
ended on 5 August 2024. On 8
August i.e. five months back,
this provisional government had
come to power. Our expectation
from the government is much.
Because our party is also a
partner of this mass upheaval.
But we are compelled to say
with regret that the provisional
government has not been able
to take proper steps to solve the
burning problems of the people.
In such a situation we hope and
expect that the government will
take steps to operationalize the
aforesaid demands.
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While President Trump brags and
blusters, US citizens reel under
hunger and homelessness

In US, celebrated by its rulers for its
affluence, innovation, and supposed
equality of opportunity, the spectre of
hunger casts an alarming shadow. For
millions of Americans, the ideals of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, so
boasted by the ruling bourgeoisie and its
lackeys, are now exposed as hollow
promises, eclipsed by the reality of empty
pantries and skipped meals. The United
States paradoxically hosts one of the most
pervasive hunger crises in the developed
world-a silent epidemic that lays bare the
systemic inequalities deeply embedded in
its socio-economic fabric.

Hunger by the numbers reveal
accentuating inequality

As per published reports, 34 million
Americans, including 9 million children,
are suffering from acute hunger. These
are not just numbers; they represent lives
distressed, disrupted portending ominous
future. African Americans, who
represent 13% of the population, account
for nearly 22% of food-insecure
households, reflecting the generational toll
of systemic racism and economic
disenfranchisement. Similarly, Latino
families, many of whom are integral to the
agricultural and service industries, face
disproportionate food insecurity. Nearly
one-third of food-insecure households
identifying as Latino. Asian Americans,
often  inaccurately perceived as
universally affluent, are not immune to this
crisis. Subgroups such as Hmong,
Cambodian, and Laotian communities
experience hunger rates exceeding 25%,
a stark reminder of the invisibility of their
struggles in mainstream narratives.

For children, the data is even
grimmer. Nearly 20% of all children live
in food-insecure households, and Latino
children are disproportionately
represented. African American children
twice as likely as white children to
experience chronic hunger. These
statistics are compounded in states like
Mississippi  and Arkansas, where
systemic poverty exacerbates an already
dire situation.

The elderly, too, bear a silent
burden. Food insecurity among seniors
rose by over 50% in the last decade. For
African American and Latino seniors, the
rates are disproportionately higher, driven
by a lifetime of wage gaps, inadequate
healthcare, and structural inequities.

The Cost of Human

Lives Defined by Scarcity

Behind these statistics lie stories of
heartbreak and resilience. In urban
Chicago, a Black single mother of three
works multiple low-paying jobs. Yet her
children rely on free school meals as their
sole source of nutrition. In Los Angeles,
Maria, a second-generation Mexican
American, shares a poignant story of
rationing her food to ensure her children

have enough to eat.

For Asian-Americans like Lin, a
Cambodian immigrant in Minnesota,
cultural barriers compound the indignities
of hunger. Food pantries often lack
culturally appropriate staples, leaving her
family reliant on whatever is available,
even when it diverges from their dietary
norms.

The stories echo across rural
America, where agricultural workers-
ironically those who harvest the nation's
food—face some of the highest rates of
hunger. These are the silent tragedies of
a broken system, where working families
teeter on the edge of survival.

Homelessness-another peril

Alongside hunger, homelessness has
grown in the U.S. to such a level that more
than half a million people on any given
night are sleeping in shelters, cars, and on
the streets. The figure is likely an
undercount, as it does not include people
temporarily staying with family and
friends. This rate of the unsheltered
homeless in the US is far higher than in
most of the other rich capitalist countries,
which is closely associated with non-
availability of affordable housing. The
number of people experiencing
homelessness continues to increase as
more people struggle to afford sky-high
housing costs.

The US Department of Housing and
Urban Development reports that the
largest increase in homelessness is among
families with children. Between 2023 and
2024, 39 % more people in families with
children experienced homelessness, while
19 % were with children under 18.
Between 2023 and 2024, children (under
the age of 18) were the age group that
experienced the largest increase in
homelessness, with nearly 150,000
homeless on the night of the survey, an
increase of 33% from 2023 (or 32,618
more children). Immediate impact of
homelessness among children leads to a
high incidence of mental disease. As per
HUD report 2024, about one in every five
people experiencing homelessness on a
single night in 2024 was age 55 or older.
More than 104,000 people experiencing
homelessness were aged 55 to 64, and just
over 42,150 people were over age 64.
Nearly half of adults aged 55 or older
(46%) were experiencing unsheltered
homelessness in places not meant for
human habitation. It means that senior
people are more affected by
homelessness. Another serious impact on
the health of Homeless people is that they
have a 60 % higher mortality rate than
housed individuals living in poverty and
their life expectancy 26 years shorter than
the general population. In Europe, average
life expectancy of people who experience
homelessness is 30 years less than non-

Contd. on page 8
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Shadowy beacon of mobile,
Childhood on the verge of ruin

Dear sir,

I got perplexed on hearing the problem faced by a young
man recently. He is known to me for a long time. When that day
he came across me, he held my hand firmly and started weeping.
"What happened?" I asked. What he said left me at my wits end.
The problem is with the mobile phone.

This particular device has been an intrinsic part of our
existence. Particularly of the middle class. Now a days, mothers
are taking resort to mobiles for feeding their babies as an easy
method and thus the children are gradually being addicted to it
from a very tender age. A child's mind is very inquisitive by nature,
and it has a bent to know the unknown and to see the unseen.
They want to get familiar with their surrounding world. So, in this
phase if a child gets addicted to mobile phone, then he or she
derives pleasure by touching the keypad and icons and opening
the sites. In course of playing games and watching cartoons on
mobile screen, unknowingly he or she enters into the shadowy
world of pornographic sites. Initially it surprises the teenage mind
but with the passage of time he or she gets addicted to
pornography. An alarming phenomenon has been noticed by the
psychiatrists today that children at a very tender age of seven
eight are engaged in watching pornography. Especially children
of those parents who cannot keep vigil on their children due to
their own professional engagements and commitments are found
to be so addicted. Parents and guardians are not spending quality
time with the children and hence, in their addiction to mobile
screen or other audio visual gadgets.

Now I come back to the person who started crying in front
me. His nine year old little girl was found to be an addict to
pornography on mobile phone. Her parents are clueless when their
little girl has entered into the labyrinth of this perverted mindset.
They came to know about it only when a neighbouring woman
had informed that this girl was caught while watching porn along
with her ten year old son. While watching porn, the girl was even
touching the private parts the boy inappropriately only to arouse
his sexual desire. Catching them red-handed this poor mother
rebuked both of them and found out on grilling them that they
came to know about pornography while surfing the mobile phone
and gradually became addict to that. This little girl is very
proficient in singing as well as painting. After Abhaya rape and
murder case, she could sing Arijit Singh's song 'aar kobe, aar kobe'
spontaneously just by listening. But slowly she is found to be losing
all her creativity. Her father lamented and asked me: "Please tell
me how can [ save my only daughter ". I tried to pacify him saying:
"You know, this is not a problem of an individual, this is outcome
of social degeneration which is rotting not only the youths and
aged adults but even the tiny children. When we find any of our
family members having fallen victim to it, we presume it as an
individual problem. This is utterly wrong a perception. To preserve
sanctity of childhood, a child's creative bent of mind and other
such faculties should be encouraged to flourish. They should be
encouraged to do physical exercise, play outdoor games and listen
to stories and read juvenile writings. Besides, they should be
encouraged to know the invaluable life and struggle of eminent
freedom fighters and renaissance personalities. Comrade Provash
Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), has been repeatedly
appealing to the people at large to save the future generation from
this decadence. Not only you, but thousands of parents are going
through such crisis. You should immediately encourage your
daughter to devote herself to creative faculties. Besides, at least
once in a week or if possible daily, she should engage herself in
outdoor games and other activities."

Few weeks later I came to know that this way, the little girl
is showing signs of improvement. With warm regards,

Debasish Roy

2 March 2025 Botanical Garden, Howrah
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West Bengal
AIMSS
organized a 3-
day study camp
in Ghatsila,
Jharkhand on
28 February,

1 and 2 March.

It was conducted by Comrades Chandidas Bhattacharjee and Amitava
Chatterjee, both Poli Bureau members, SUCI (C)

Rickety underbelly of economy unravelled once
plight of the downtrodden surfaces in letters
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homeless populations. From this, one
can imagine the fate of homeless
people whose lifespan is shortened
just because their govts has failed to
provide affordable homes to them.
They also experience infectious
disease and mental illness at a
substantially higher rate; due to less
access to primary health care and
unable to use expensive hospital
emergency rooms. Homelessness
also causes serious health care
issues, including addiction,
psychological disorders, HIV/AIDS,
and a host of order ailments that
require long-term, consistent care. A
recent cross-country analysis found
that about two thirds of adult
homeless people suffer some form of
mental illness, with the rate in the US
being particularly high. It is closely
associated with non-availability of
affordable housing and coincides
with the subsequent sharp rise in
housing costs relative to income of
the people. Even the education levels
and employment rates among
homeless adults are low compared to
the general population.

In this respect too, worst
sufferers are the African Americans
and Latinos. The Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) report shows
that African Americans make up just
12 % of the total US population and
21 % of the US population living in
poverty but are 32 % of all people
experiencing homelessness. HUD
report further points out that 31 % of
Latinos, American Indians, Alaska
Natives and indigenous populations
suffer a particularly high rate of
homelessness (83 out of 10,000
people in 2023). This report also
offers more insight into the sheltered
population. While about 72% of
unhoused women and girls live in
shelters, nearly 70% of men are
unsheltered.

Capitalism is root of
all distress

Hunger or homelessness in
America are no isolated phenomena
but an inevitability in an imperialist-
capitalist country marked by growing
inequality and based on injustice.
Wealthiest Americans 1% control
over 40% of the nation's wealth
while millions at the bottom of the
economic ladder struggle to afford

basic necessities, let alone nutritious
food. Hunger, it warrants to mention,
is a consequence of imperialist-
capitalist system that prioritizes
reaping of maximum profit by the
handful of monopolists and
multinationals over even bare
subsistence of the wretched toiling
million. The  disproportionate
concentration of wealth and power in
the hands of a few results in systemic
deprivation for millions. In 2022, the
U.S. economy generated over $25
trillion in GDP, yet 34 million people
faced food insecurity.  This
contradiction-abundance alongside
deprivation-reveals the structural
inefficiencies of a system where
wealth accumulation for the elite
coincides with poverty for the
working class. Food deserts,
disproportionately concentrated in
low-income neighbourhoods, serve as
geographic markers of class
oppression. Predominantly inhabited
by Black and Latino populations,
these areas exemplify how systemic
inequities in housing, employment,
and urban planning intersect to
perpetuate hunger. Structural racism
compounds these inequities.
Decades of discriminatory housing
policies, wage suppression, and
unequal access to healthcare and
education have entrenched cycles of
poverty, particularly in African
Americans and Latino communities.

US example once again
reaffirms what great Marx had said
175 years back that the economic
structures underpinning capitalist
societies inherently produce
inequality, exploitation, and systemic
crises. Growing hunger of the down-
trodden in a class-divided capitalist
society is thus not because of scarcity
of eatables but due to rapidly growing
pauperization which disables them
from buying even basic food items at
price fixed by the profit-hungry
imperialist-capitalist sharks and their
servitors. In the United States,
hunger exposes the fault lines of a
deeply unequal capitalist society. It is
not just the working class that
suffers; the social fabric of the nation
is at risk. A society that allows
millions to go hungry and homes
while billionaires race to colonize
space is one that has fundamentally
lost its moral compass.

Discussion on "Increasing attacks on
human rights and our responsibility"

organized in Patna

Against the onslaught on civil-
democratic rights and secularism, a
discussion on "Increasing attacks on
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ourselves and bring about a change in
ourselves so that we can play our role
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human rights and our responsibility"
was organized on 2 March last under
the auspices of the Center for
Protection of Democratic Rights and
Secularism (CPDRS) at IMA Hall
here.

Inaugurating the discussion,
Justice Rajendra Prasad, former
chairman of Bihar State Human
Rights Commission and retired judge
of Patna High Court said that we have
to be aware of our rights—whether
they are civil rights or democratic
rights and come forward to protect
them. He said that we need to

in society as a human being.

Others who took part in the
discourse were Vyas ji, Retired IAS
and former vice-chairman of Bihar
State Disaster Management Authority,
Suroor Ahmed, Senior journalist,
Gopal Krishna, Advocate of Patna
High Court and Rashmi Jha also took
part in discussion. Syed Feroz Raza,
Senior advocate of Patna High Court,
Nikolai Sharma, Advocate, Patna High
Court and Dwarika Nath Rath,
Convener, CPDRS, All India
Committee (seen addressing in the
photo).

A government exhibiting leftist character
needs to allow development of class and

mass struggles free

Contd. from page 6

this education. It needs to understand
that besides trying to give some relief
to the people by taking suitable
measures possible within the ambit of
the power of a government, it is
incumbent on this government to
allow the legitimate democratic
movements of the oppressed
masses- the workers, the peasants
students, youth, women-to develop
and intensify free from the
interference of the police and
administration. In that event, class
and mass struggles will surge forth
without being crushed by the
government machinery as is the case
with a bourgeois government. It may
so happen that the ruling bourgeoisie
will pull strings from behind to topple
the government as it did in 1967 with
United Front government of West

from encumbrance

Bengal in India. But in that event, it
will be clear to the people that a
change of the government does not
bring about a change in the
exploitative capitalist system. So long
capitalism would exist, no basic
problem of life can be resolved. Also,
if any pro-people government tries to
introduce some pro-people reforms
which are in detriment of the class
interest of the bourgeoisie, it would
not be allowed to stay in power. Once
this truth is imbibed by the people,
they would advance in being initiated
towards development of the
revolutionary movement to
overthrow capitalism provided there
is genuine Marxist-Leninist party to
guide them along the right path. We
are to wait and see how the situation
in Sri Lanka unfolds in the days to
come.

Problems faced by government employees

Contd. from page 2

fluctuation and manipulation engineered by the big players. Another
concerning factor is abnormal delay in initiating the 8th pay revision process,
which has to be completed before 2026. According to ILO reports, the real
wage of government employees of India is falling at the rate of one percent
per year despite pay revisions and increase in DA. Using the plea of Covid
pandemic, government has withheld DA of no less than for 18 months. Does
not this action of the government tantamount to wage theft?

The government in also imposing various restrictions on the activities of
the employees' organizations thereby hindering the process of collective
bargaining. Urgent necessity rests with employees of both central and state
governments to build up a powerful united sustained militant movement under
correct revolutionary leadership to protect their hard won rights.
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