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International Workers’ Day

LONG LIVE HISTORIC MAY DAY

“Workers must have their demands fulfilled in order to survive, and they must fight to realize their demands.
But that cannot be the ultimate goal. If they make it the main objective of their struggle and unions are led to this
end, then these unions are going to produce opportunist workers. They will not produce conscious and truly patriotic
workers imbued with the true revolutionary ideal, who are capable of leading the struggle for emancipation....
My heart is with the worker who has the sense of dignity, has self-respect. Who would rather die than surrender
self-respect. Who would fight to win his demands, and who is conscious of his obligations as the worker.”

Labour Policy of First UF Government of West Bengal: Its Real Significance, SW Vol. III)

(Comrade Shibdas Ghosh,

Who is on the wrong side,
Satyapal Malik or PM Modi

In a highly explosive interview to veteran
journalist Karan Thapar which was published
in the web portal The Wire on 16 April last,
Satyapal Malik, the former Jammu and
Kashmir (J & K) governor, painted a fatal
image of the PM Modi, his close aides and the
BJP government. Citing instances of the
“incompetence” and failure of the Indian
government, Malik delved into the details of
the Pulwama tragedy and the state of
corruption in the Modi regime. After a brief
tenure of just 14 months as Jammu and
Kashmir governor, Malik was transferred to
Goa in November 2019 as governor following
his differerence with the central government
on the issues of abrogation of article 370,
abolition of statehood of J & K and Pulwama
killing of 40 army jawans, raised corruption
charges against the then BJP government of
the state. Visibly upset with his allegations, he
was again shifted to Meghalaya as governor
in August 2020. But from there also, Malik
made statements critical of the Centre’s
handling of the farmers’ movement, criticized
bigoted remarks and dog-whistling against
Muslims by BJP ministers at the Centre and in
the states. In the latest interview also, he
reiterated the same points once again with

enough pungency. Alongside, he also
criticized the BJP government’s order of
income tax raid on BBC after that reputed
broadcasting house had produced a two-part
documentary named ‘‘India—the Modi
Question” based on anti-minority pogrom in
Gujarat during 2002 when present BJP PM
Modi was the state chief minister and
subsequent events of communal killing and
hatred in Modi-ruled India. He also added that
the PM has suffered serious damage because
of the Adani scandal and accused the
government of appointing ‘third rate people’ as
governors.

As is known to all, anybody, from the
eminent intellectual to the student to the
common man who dares questioning any of
the policies, measures or steps of the Modi are
branded anti-national, arrested, thrown in jail,
languish there for unlimited period and even
annihilated. Even common men are tortured
and murdered by cow vigilantes, powerful
upper caste people kill downtrodden lower
caste people with immunity, communal hatred
is spewed to beat up minority people and kill
them in orchestrated carnage. At least, the
investigating agencies or police immediately
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SUCI (Communist)

SUCI(C) expresses grave
concern at excluding Darwin’s
historic discovery of evolution

from school syllabus

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C),
issued the following statement on 22-04-23:

Exclusion of the great scientist Darwin’s historic
discovery of evolution from the school textbooks by the
BJP-led central government is not only an attack on
science and scientific thinking but also a sinister fascist
design to push the younger generations of the country
to the mystic alley of blind faith and illogical bent of
mind. It should be our grave concern that the BJP-
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BJP’s timid response to the

explosive allegations
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pounce upon him or her for airing
‘““anti-national anti-patriotic views” .
“King can do no wrong”’—such is
the governing syllable of the ruling
BJP. However, so far Malik has not
been made to feel the brunt of
institutional intimidation. And most
significantly, like Adani episode and
allegations about misuse of Pegasus
software, PM Modi has responded to
the crisis with his chosen weapon-
observing code of silence. Only after
a long spell of silence, Union home
minister Amit Shah responded on
22nd April last by asking why
Malik’s conscience had awakened
only after his term as governor
ended? So, what? Does it prove that
his allegations are unfounded?
Secondly, this is also not factual that
malik did not raise these points
earlier. As early as a day after the
terrorist attack at Pulwama where 40
CRPF troops were killed, Malik had
told correspondent of the Indian
Express in an interview that the
attack was partly the result of an
intelligence failure, especially due to
the fact that security forces could not
detect the loading and movement of
the explosive-laden vehicle. The
corruption allegations he reiterated in
his interview to Karan Thapar were
also made by him earlier while he
was Governor of Meghalaya. In
October 2021. Malik referred to the
bribery in a public speech at
Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, and his
remarks were widely reported by
media including PTI. In an interview
to Rajdeep Sardesai of India Today
TV on October 26, 2021, Malik
spoke of how there was corruption in
every matter the BJP-led
government in Goa had handled and
added that he told the PM about this
but nothing was done. Instead, he
said, I was removed as governor. In
January 2022, Satyapal Malik told a
gathering in Dadri, Haryana that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi came
across as ‘“‘arrogant” when he met
him to discuss the farmers’ stir and
that he ended up having an argument
with the latter. Again, he, during his
tenure as Meghalaya governor told
‘The Wire’ in an interview aired on
15 September 2022, that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was a
megalomaniac, which “jo ek bimari
hai” (which is a disease) .

Obvious question is, who is on
the wrong side? Satyapal Malik by
his sensational revelations or the PM
who is displaying a disdainful attitude
towards all the serious allegations
that Malik, a BJP insider and former
vice-president of the party as also

handpicked by Modi government to
preside over Jammu and Kashmir
while it was grappling with fateful
events, has lavelled against him and
his government? Neither silence nor
demonstrative apathy, it has to be
borne in mind, can be a sign of
denial. Rather such an approach
raises apprehension that, to quote
from Shakespeare’s Hamlet,
“something is rotten in the state of
Denmark. That one may smile and
smile and be a villain.”
Satyapal’s allegations about
mishandling of
Kashmir incidents

Let us see what are the points
raised by Satyapal Malik. First is
about Pulwama massacre. A Scorpio
bearing 300 kg RDX entered a high
security zone, rammed into the
CRPF convoy and exploded on 14
February 2019 killing 40 CRPF
personnel on spot. Recounting the
evening of that fateful day, Malik said
that he could not contact the PM who
was then shooting for a documentary
on jungle safari in the Corbett
National Park in Uttarakhand where
all communication links, for reasons
unknown, were cut off. It is after
one hour of the massacre that the
PM contacted him from outside the
park. “I told it to the PM (on the)
same evening. This is our fault. Had
we given aircraft then this would not
have happened.” Malik also pointed
out that “It was 100 per cent an
intelligence failure.” The car (that
rammed into the convoy) loaded with
an estimated 300kg of explosives had
moved around villages in the area for
10-12 days before the bombing and
was undetected, let alone being
hauled up. But the PM told him,
“Tum abhi chup raho...." (You keep
your mouth shut now). I had already
said this to a couple of channels. He
said, ‘Yeh sab mat bolo, yeh koi
aur cheez hai. Hame bolne do...."
(Do not discuss about such things.
These are something different. Let
us only speak on these.) National
security adviser Ajit Doval also told
me, “Yeh sab mat boliye. Aap chup
rahiye (Don’t say all this. Stay quiet)
weo. Mujhe lag gaya tha ki ab yeh
sara onus Pakistan ke taraf jana
hai toh ‘chup rahiye’ (1 realized
that the onus was being shifted to
Pakistan, so ‘stay quiet’),” Malik
added. Then Malik broached the
issue of abrogation of article 370 in J
& K. He held that he had not been
told in advance about the Modi
government’s plan to strip the state
of its special status, but he knew it
was coming since it had been on the
agenda and had been talked about.

Pertinent to recall that he even told
news agency ANI on 3 August 2019
that “Only rumour-mongering is
going on ... till today I have no
inclination, no information, I have
talked to everybody in Delhi, and
nobody has given me any hint that
they will do this or that. Somebody
says there will be trifurcation.
Somebody says Article 35, Article
370. Nobody has discussed these
things with me either Prime
Minister or Home Minister.” “Just
a day before (the abrogation of
special status under Article 370), 1
got a call from the home minister
who said he was sending me a
letter which I should get passed by
the committee and send before
1lam the next day,” Malik claimed
in the latest interview. He also
hastened to add that had he been
consulted, he would have advised
against downgrading Jammu and
Kashmir to a Union Territory, Malik
said. He said he guessed this had
been done because the Centre
wanted the police under its control,
fearing a revolt. “When I told the
chief' secretary about the letter
(from the home minister), he said...
they will barge into police stations,
snatch arms, the police will
revolt.... I said, ‘Dont worry, [
have worked for six months. I am
confident that even a dog won't
bark’...” mentioned Malik.
Reminding BJP of its promises, Malik
said that the government must
restore the statehood status of
Jammu and Kashmir and hold free
and fair elections, which the region
has been denied historically. Malik
also mentioned that he has been
warned by Modi to never speak on
matters pertaining to Kashmir. The
Pulwama tragedy, Malik says, was
used by the ‘‘politicians” for
electoral gains during elections.

Malik’s allegation about

raging corruption

Then he went on making
another fiery comment: “I can safely
say that the PM does not hate
corruption very much,” According
to him, when he was J] & K
Governor, he had received two files,
one pertaining to “Ambani”’ and the
other an “RSS functionary”. “One
of the secretaries told me that

these are shady deals, but he can
get Rs 150 crore each. I told him
that 1 had come to Jammu and
Kashmir with five kurta-pajamas
and would leave with that only,...1
alerted Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who told me that there
should be no compromise on
corruption,” Malik added. “There
had been allegations of
malpractices in awarding contract
of J&K Government Employees
Health Care Insurance Scheme to
Reliance General Insurance
Company Ltd and awarding of
contract with respect to civil works
of Kiru Hydroelectric Power
project to a private firm. Reports
in these matters were sought from
Finance Department and Anti-
Corruption Bureau. On
consideration of these reports, the
competent authority in the J&K
government has decided to refer
these  cases to  CBI  for
investigation,” administration’s
letter to the CBI read. The agency
had registered the cases in April
regarding purported irregularities in
two projects in Jammu and Kashmir
when Malik was the Governor there.
Incidentally, in the case of Reliance,
the CBI FIR has said that the
allegations as mentioned by the
administration “prima facie disclose
that unknown officials of Finance
Department of Govt. of J&K by
abusing their official position in
conspiracy and connivance with
Trinity Reinsurance Brokers Ltd,
Reliance General Insurance
Company Ltd. and other unknown
public  servants and  private
persons  have  committed the
offences of criminal conspiracy
and criminal misconduct to cause
pecuniary advantage to themselves
and caused wrongful loss to the
state exchequer during the period
2017 and 2018 and thereby in this
manner cheated the government of
J&K.” An enquiry by the
administration found that the
government had hired Trinity as a
broker for finalizing group health
insurance for J&K government
employees. However, the tender
process initiated by Trinity saw only
one bidder, Reliance. An

Contd. on page 4

SUCI(C) : on excluding Darwin’s historic
discovery of evolution from school syllabus
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government's attempt to completely dismantle our education system
disregarding the dreams of the pioneers of Indian renaissance and the
fighters of freedom struggle is a step to all-out fascization of the thinking
process and culture of the countrymen.

We appeal to the secular and democratic minded education loving
people of the whole country to raise their voice to foil this sinister move
which will destroy the very process of building man with rationality through

education.
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Banishment of Darwin’s theory from the
school science syllabus is ulterior to the core

The  country’s  scientific
community is seriously dismayed, if
not visibly enraged, to see that the
theory of biological evolution has
been banished from the Secondary
syllabus. It was first dropped as an
interim measure for syllabus
reduction during the Corona
pandemic. But now the National
Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) has
announced that it is dropped
permanently as a step in ‘content
rationalization’!

The  celebrated  scientist
Charles Darwin provided a scientific
explanation of evolution in the
biological world, and this theory has
been foundational in scientific
thinking ever since. It was an
integral part of the science syllabus
at the 10th standard in India. The
country's scientific community feels
that students will remain seriously
handicapped in their thought
processes if deprived of exposure to
this fundamental discovery of
science. Without this exposure, they
would be deprived of developing a
scientific bent of mind and rational
thought process and thereby be
vulnerable to non-scientific
obscurantist propagation, which is
going on full throttle in the country,
courtesy of the fundamentalist-
bigoted forces.

In the progression of human
thought, there are milestones of
triumph: the revolution in natural
science that began with Copernicus,
Galileo and Newton reached a great
height with Darwin. While the first
stage had led to a conception of the
universe as a system of matter in
motion governed by laws of nature,
the latter, Darwin’s, extended the
idea to the living world and showed
that everything in the material world
is changing, going through evolution
following a law-governed process.
The workings of the universe, from
cosmic bodies to living beings, no
longer needed to be attributed to the
ineffable will of the ‘Creator’ (as
narrated in the Bible and other
religious scriptures) but were
brought into the realm of science—
an explanation of phenomena
through natural laws.

Darwin was the first to see
around distractions, misconception,
and confusion and to combine it into
a coherent, testable, and tenable
theory. In a single stroke, the
Darwinian theory of evolution unifies
the realm of life, space and time,
cause and effect, mechanism and
physical laws. Darwin argued that
organisms come about by evolution;

he provided a scientific explanation,
essentially correct but incomplete, of
how evolution occurs and why it is
that organisms have features such
as wings, eyes, and lungs—
structured to serve  specific
functions. Darwin’s theory says that
all life is related and has descended
from a common ancestor. The
process of evolution produces a
pattern of relationships between
species. Evolutionary paths diverge
as lineages evolve and split, and

on a ‘family tree’. This tree of life
represents the basic relationship that
ties all life together. When a
speciation event occurs, a parent
species transmutes into a daughter
species, or a single ancestral lineage
gives rise to two or more daughter
lineages. Several times in the past,
biologists have committed
themselves to the erroneous idea
that life can be organized on a
ladder of lower to higher organisms.
In Darwin’s thesis, there is no ladder

We, the undersigned, have
learned that sweeping changes are
being proposed in the CBSE
curriculum in the secondary and
senior secondary courses. These
changes, first introduced as a
temporary measure during the
Corona pandemic, are being
continued even when schooling
has gone back to offline mode. In
particular, we are concerned with
the exclusion of the teaching of
Darwinian evolution from the 10th
standard curriculum, as seen in
the information (see https://
ncert.nic.in/pdf/Booklet
Class10.pdf, page 21) available on
the NCERT website.

In the current educational
structure, only a small fraction of
students choose the science
stream in grade 11 or 12, and an
even smaller fraction of those
choose biology as one of the
subjects of study. Thus, the
exclusion of key concepts from
the curriculum till grade 10
amounts to a vast majority of
students missing a critical part of
essential learning in this field.
Knowledge and understanding of
evolutionary biology is important
not just to any subfield of biology,
but is also key to understanding
the world around us. Evolutionary
biology is an area of science with
a huge impact on how we choose

An appeal by over 4000 scientists and
intellectuals against exclusion of Darwin’s
theory of evolution from curriculum

to deal with an array of problems
we face as societies and nations
from medicine and drug discovery,
epidemiology, ecology and
environment, to psychology, and it
also addresses our understanding
of humans and their place in the
tapestry of life. Although many of
us do not explicitly realize, the
principles of natural selection help
us understand how any pandemic
progresses or why certain species
go extinct, among many other
critical issues.

An understanding of the
process of evolution is also crucial
in building a scientific temper and a
rational worldview. The way
Darwin’s painstaking observations
and his keen insights led him to the

theory of natural selection
educates students about the
process of science and the

importance of critical thinking.
Depriving students, who do not go
on to study biology after the 10th
standard, of any exposure to this
vitally important field is a travesty
of education.

We, the undersigned scientists,
science  teachers, educators,
science popularizers and concerned
citizens disagree with such
dangerous changes in school
science education and demand to
restore the theory of Darwinian
evolution in secondary education.

modifications are inherited, creating
a branching pattern like a tree.
Darwin observed: “The affinities of
all the beings of the same class have
sometimes been represented by a
great tree. 1 believe the simile
largely represents truth.”

By studying inherited
characteristics and other biological
evidence, we can reconstruct and
represent evolutionary relationships

of life; there is, on the other hand, a
natural branching of the life tree, at
the base of which there is a
presumption of the development of
life from non-life, and the thesis
stresses purely naturalistic,
‘undirected’, “descent with
modification”. That is, complex
creatures evolved naturally from
more simple ancestors over time.
In a nutshell, random variations

occur within the population of a
species; the beneficial variations are
preserved because they aid survival
—a process known as natural
selection. Then beneficial variations
are passed on to the next
generation. Over time, beneficial
variations accumulate, and the
general result is an entirely different
organism, not just a variation of the
original. The fact that the biological
world is constantly changing, that
evolution is a law-governed process
that does not require divine
mtervention, and that humans have
evolved from some species of ape
have been the cornerstones of
rational thinking ever since Darwin
proposed his theory of natural
selection.

What Darwinism brought was
a new way of looking at not only the
organic part of our world but at
nature in its entirety— a new insight
into man’s position in this world,
removing the idea of a Creator. Just
as the motion of planets abides by
natural laws, the evolution of
species abides by the laws of
natural  selection. = Theologian
philosophers believed in progress
and divine perfection in nature. The
Darwinian view replaced these
beliefs with the concepts of
adaptation to the environment as a
law-governed necessity.

Evolution 1is controversial
because it affirms that man has
descended in a lineage from animal
ancestry. “Man in his arrogance
thinks himself a great work,
worthy the interpretation of a
deity. More humble and I believe
true to consider him created from
animals.” Darwin wrote. Further,
Darwin’s theory of evolution
emphasizes a slow, gradual process.
He wrote: “Natural selection acts
only by taking advantage of
slight successive variations, she
cannot take a great sudden leap
but must advance by short and
sure, though slow steps.” The
Darwinian thrust, in
contradistinction to the Creationist
thrust of all life at once, was that
speciation, that is, the arrival of a
new species from a pre-existing
species, could happen only
gradually, the change occurring only
bit by bit. Darwin conceded that “If
it could be demonstrated that any
complex organ existed, which
could not possibly have been
formed by numerous, successive,
slight modifications, my theory
would absolutely break down.”
Subsequent developments in biology
have amply demonstrated that all
complex organs (like the eye) can
form by slight modifications
occurring over generations through
natural selection. Thus, Darwin’s

Contd. on page 4
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Banishment of
Darwin’s theory

Contd. from page 3

theory provided the framework for the
first credible naturalistic explanation for
human existence, including the origin,
function and nature of those capacities
that enable us to ponder why we have
the characteristics we do.

The storm the Darwinian
revolution raised shook every nook of
human thought, casting implications for
man's origin, his place in nature, and his
basic ethical system as conceived at
the time. No other scientific theory has
had such a tremendous impact on
man's understanding of the world and
himself. The greatest question for
aeons of time - where we came from,
who we are, where we might be
heading - could now be answered; the
foundation for it had been laid.

That is why many fundamentalist
preachers even today fume over the
mention of Darwin's name. Anyone
with a dogma to peddle will likely be
taken umbrage at the Darwinian
revolution. The ruling monopolists and
its most obedient servitor like the RSS-
BJP, suffering from the fear complex
of anti-capitalist socialist revolution in
this dying stage of ruthlessly
exploitative capitalism, are hell-bent on
ensuring that no rational thought
process should guide the common
people, including students. If a rational
thought process takes hold of peoples'
minds, their ploy to arrest people within
the confines of age-old obsolete creeds,
obscurantism and religious blindness, as
well as beliefs in supra-matter or
supernatural entity, would be foiled. To
an enquiring mind, a quest for
experimentally verified objective truth
would inevitably prove the futility of the
communal doctrine of Hindutva and
establish the unquestionable authority
of science in finding the truth, whether
in nature or society.

Hence, this nasty conspiracy to
eliminate one by one the epoch-making
scientific discoveries from the school
and college syllabi and replace them
with fabricated mystic explanations
cooked in the kitchen of RSS-BJP.
This is a feature of fascism which is
looming large in the country. So,
expressing these concerns, the
scientific community has issued an
open letter signed by more than 4000
scientists, science teachers, educators,
science popularizers and rational-
minded citizens condemning this
directive by the NCERT. It demands
that Darwin's theory of evolution
should be taught with adequate
importance in the 9th-10th standards.
We fully support their demand and call
upon all to raise a united voice against
this notorious conspiracy to strip
education of its essence.

Naked truth about misdeeds, corruption, highhandedness
and under-cover activities of the ruling BJP unravelled

Contd. from page 2
investigation report submitted by J&K Anti-Corruption
Bureau also observed that “...the subject

verification so conducted in this bureau with
regard to Health Care Insurance Scheme of
government employees stands closed as no
irregularity was found in the matter.” The firm
accused in the case was Patel Engineering Ltd. An
FIR in the case was registered in Jammu. A separate
FIR registered in Srinagar named Anil Ambani’s
Reliance General Insurance Company and Trinity
Reinsurance Brokers Ltd as accused. Malik explained
in his interview that he was opposed to the said
insurance scheme because “all government
employees had to pay Rs 8,500 a year for the
scheme. Retired officers had to give more than Rs
20,000. And on top of that, the hospitals that had
been listed in the scheme were bad hospitals. None
of the hospitals were of national repute. I realized
that the hospitals were bad and then good
treatment would not be meted out even after taking
large amounts. So, I said in Delhi, under CGHS,
we don't have to pay anything, so why would they
pay here?”

Recalling another instance during his tenure as
Goa governor, Malik said he had personally complained
to PM Modi about low-level corruption. When he was
in Kashmir, he came to know that everyone was asked
to contact one Jitendra Singh at PM’s office (PMO).
He informed that to home minister Amit Shah. In spite
of that, Jitendra still continues to be in PMO. The PM
personally called him three days later saying that Malik
was wrong with his information. Upon learning about
Modi's sources, Malik said, “I told him (Modi), this
man himself is taking money sitting at a Chief
Minister's home. Ultimately a week later, I was
transferred. Then how do I believe that the Prime
Minister cares about corruption?” “In Goa, even
small kids will tell you how the (then) Goan Chief
Minister is,” he says referring to the corrupt state
governments under the BJP. Malik added that he was
rushed out of Goa on a private ‘raddi’ (scrap) plane
within nine months of him serving as the governor
because of his growing popularity and sentiments.

After Malik’s revelations, kin of jawans killed in
Pulwama terror attack are also demanding probe.
Going a step further, Malik observed that the Adani-
Hindenburg scandal may prove the Modi government’s
Achilles heel if the Opposition unites for the next Lok
Sabha polls. Adani-Hindenburg scandal is an election
issue) and if the Modi government don’t improve,
Adani (scandal) will finish them off, remarked Malik.

In a YouTube interview, Malik had said that when
the CBI asked him about these things, he said, “These
are the people of the Prime Minister.” Clarifying that
with Karan Thapar, he said he meant “all these
people ...close to him. One is Ambani, second Ram
Madhav and the third was Hasib Drabu—every
time I met the PM, he would ask if I had met
Drabu”, the Finance Minister in Mufti Mehbooba’s
People’s = Democratic =~ Party—BJP  coalition
government, then in power in J& K and a wheeler-
dealer.

Anti-Muslim stand of PM and BJP

Malik has also been extremely critical of the PM,
his bandwagon of ministers, and the BJP’s treatment
of Muslims. As per his words, PM Modi doesn't stop
ministers and even chief ministers who publicly taunt

Muslims. They call them “Babar ki aulad, abba jaan
and Go to Pakistan.” Modi himself has said “kapde
se pahchan lo” and “kabristan aur shamshan
ghat”. Is it right for the Prime Minister of India to
speak this way and let his ministers speak this way
about Indian citizens who are Muslims, he asked.
“They are mistaken in thinking India can survive by
excluding the Muslims of this country. Their trust
should be won over,” he said adding that any
government is wrong in its attempt to alienate any
section of people.
Other issues

In January last year at a function in Dadri in
Haryana, Malik spoke about a meeting with the Prime
Minister during the farmers’ agitation. He said: “Meri
panch minute main ladai ho gayi unse ... who bahut
ghamand main the”. (1 had a quarrel with him within
5 minutes of talk ...he is too much proud of himself)
(Indian Express, 3 January 2022. when he met Amit
Shah “When [ met Prime Minister Modi on the
farmers’ issue, I fought with him within 5 minutes.
He was very arrogant. When [ said that 500
farmers have died, he asked ‘Did they die for me?’.
1 said that yes, you are king because of them. He
told me to meet Amit Shah,” said Malik. When he met
Amit Shah, he was told of Modi that “iski akal maar
rakhi hai logon ne” (people are not allowing him to
do anything good. (Indian Express, 4 January 2022)

Recollecting another incident, Malik told Karan
Thapar in the interview that the appointment list of the
president is not a matter of the office. “The president’s
appointment list is approved by the Prime Ministers
Office (PMO).” When asked by Thapar if this is an
insult to the highest nominal head of the country, Malik
shrugs saying, “Nothing is impossible here.”

Why not a single allegation of Malik
is challenged by PM or BJP?

Clearly, the BJP and its spin masters may find it
difficult to dodge the missiles hurled at the PM by
Malik. The veracity of his claims is not the point here.
Malik is the proverbial ‘insider’: this is probably the
most damaging account from someone who has been a
part of the Establishment to poke holes into PM Modi’s
carefully curated image. This lends additional
seriousness to the episode. Again, the issues that Malik
has raked up—the Pulwama attack, corruption and so
on - have been central to PM Modi’s claim of delivering
a template of governance that is clean and fearless. In
fact, Modi’s tactical use of the Pulwama tragedy was
instrumental in the BJP’s superlative -electoral
performance in 2019.

Hence, now, when next Lok Sabha election is
drawing near, is it that many uncomfortable truths hiding
with in the BJP need to be kept secret lest those should
spell danger to it? For with exposure, people will know
the naked truth about the misdeeds, corruption,
highhandedness and under-cover activities of the ruling
party that is serving the ruling monopolists with utmost
devotion and holding everyone opposed to it as 'corrupt’
and ‘anti-national’.

Hence the question we posed at the beginning
remains live-who is on the wrong side, Satyapal Malik
or PM Modi? People of the country has every right to
know this.

(Source: ANI, 03-08-19, Outlook 06-01-22, Indian Express
19-09-22, New Indian Express-21-10-21, news18, 14-04-23, The
Telegraph 15-04-23, 18-04-23. The Wire 16-04-23, 18-04-23, 23-
04-23, ABP 16-04-23, 19-04-23)
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Protest movement in France against raising of
retirement age peaks up momentum

On 10 January 2023, French
Prime Minister Elizabeth Borne
announced to gradually raise the
retirement age (three months every
year) from 62 to 64 years up to 2030.
This announcement was met with
vocal, widespread criticism,
especially from left-wing parties and
trade and student unions. France's
trade unions called for nationwide
strike on 19 January 2023 involving
public sector workers, teachers,
nurses, railway and police unions and
termed this move as a ‘social
regression”’. Since then, strikes have
been taking place frequently as the
unions are strongly protesting against
the government’s plans to make
people  work longer  Dbefore
retirement. Through their struggle
over the wealth they create, workers
in France had already won the right
to retire with full pensions at age 62
—with certain adjustments,
depending on the type of work. With
the EU bankers demanding cuts to
government  deficits—in  effect
cutting social programs—Macron
and Borne essentially imposed a
wage cut by insisting on raising the
retirement age to 64. It is estimated
that by raising the pensionable age,
Macron govt will have plus € 17
billion of savings per year on pension
in 2030 (humanite.fr). It is evident
that the main objective of the Macron
government is not to save pensions
but to compensate for future
corporate tax cuts as it has promised
to the European commission. This
exposes the real aim of pension
reform is only to help the corporate
companies and Business houses. So,
the workers have answered boldly,
“No way,” and burst into militant
protest including street
demonstrations, throwing garbage on
the streets to disrupt vehicular
movement and strikes.

Protests pick up momentum

Laurent Berger, head of the
CFDT, (The French Democratic
Confederation of Labour) is a
national trade union center one of the
five major French confederations of
trade unions, having members
(875,000) reportedly leading the
protests. Massive protests have been
held regularly throughout France
since mid-January, with millions
turning out to voice their opposition
to the government’s plan. Many
people from the ‘Yellow Vest
movement’ of a few years ago have
been joining the protests. They
remember that Macron’s regime had
police shoot out the eyes of Yellow
Vest demonstrators with rubber-
coated bullets. A national strike on 7
February 2023 against planned
pension reforms reduced France’s
power supply and disrupted petrol

deliveries from French refineries. As
a result, public transport and schools
have also been affected. On the first
day of these protests in March 2
million people demonstrated. On the
sixth day, 7 March, 3.5 million people
took to the streets after unions called
for a resolute display of resistance
ahead of its ninth day of nationwide
industrial action scheduled on 16
March, protests were underway in
cities like Bordeaux, Nantes,
Marseille, Brest and other parts of
Paris. Some angry protesters pelted
paint against the shields of heavily
equipped policemen outside La
Rotonde, a famous Paris brasserie
favoured by Macron.

Police in Paris banned
gatherings on the central Place de La
Concorde on 18 March last, as tens
of thousands of citizens continued to
protest for the third consecutive day
and burned an effigy of President
Emmanuel Macron after he pushed
through his divisive pension overhaul
bill without a parliamentary vote this
past week. ‘The Economist’ reported
on 30 March 2023, that about 740,000
demonstrators  gathered across
France on 28 March, for the tenth
one-day national strike. “The night of
23 March saw 903 acts of arson in
Paris, as anarchists, known as black
blocs, joined in. Bins overflowing
with stinking rubbish were torched.
In Bordeaux rioters set the town-hall
door alight. Across France, 457
people were arrested and 441 law
officers injured, as well as uncounted
numbers of protesters. The French
police were accused of using
excessive force”, ‘The Economist’
reported on 1 April.

“Everyone’s joining in, the
government is afraid of more and
more young people taking part,” said
Céline, 53, a trade unionist for the
leftwing CGT union who works in
local government administration in
Ivry town on the south-eastern edge
of Paris and has been on the
barricades at the trash plant since
Sam most mornings. ‘““There has
been a denial of democracy,”” she
said. ““Macron thinks of himself as a
kind of king, Jupiter up high looking
down on us. We’ve got to hold out
until  he listens.”’ “Don’t
underestimate people’s power to
mobilize,”” said Amina, 19, a textiles
student from the Paris banlieue. “I’'m
afraid of police violence and terrified
to demonstrate at night, but I’ll join in
during the day.” Outside the Duperré
art school in Paris, students piled up
a barricade of bins. Signs said raising
the pension age to 64 would be met
with a new May 1968, a reference to
France’s famous students and
workers’ strikes. For the 11th time
since 19 January, millions of people

in France, led by the workers of the
major union confederations,
especially the General Confederation
of Labor (CGT), took to the streets
all over the country on 6 April.

Meanwhile, the southern port
city of Marseille called its own
garbage strike, alongside other towns
such as Le Havre. A slow dribble of
very few rubbish trucks was now
passing each day but not enough to
ease Paris’s rubbish crisis. Thus,
they have virtually been shutting
France down. Meanwhile, tweets
from many small-and medium-sized
French cities showed a growing
militancy. Perhaps this was rooted in
the “Yellow Vest’ struggle— but this
time it was led by a reinvigorated
union movement. Police filled the
streets of these towns and cities with
tear gas. For over three months,
there have been millions of people in
the street, week after week, but there
is no response from the government.
Rather, the Macron government is
pushing through the rise in retirement
age.

Moreover, in order to break the
strike, the Macron regime has
attempted to “‘requisition’’ workers in
key industries, like refineries and
electric power plants, to force them
to work. This is something like
conscription, where the agents of the
government deliver a summons to
the worker; those who refuse work
are jailed. In fact, after the first
election of French President
Emmanuel Macron in May 2017, the
French government implemented
significant labour market and tax

reforms. By relaxing the rules on
companies to hire and fire
employees, the government cut

production taxes by 15 percent in
2021, and the corporate tax fell to 25
percent in 2022. He also introduced
tax reforms that would tax capital
gains, interest and dividends at a flat
30 percent, instead of the existing top
rate of 45 percent. During the onset
of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020,
the French government provided
support  for  businesses and
households. The government’s
center piece fiscal package was the
€100 billion ($110 billion) France
Relance plan, of which over half was
dedicated to supporting businesses.
Why this retirement age
extension is opposed by

French workers
Extension of retirement age
means that the workers and

employees will have to work up to
43 years to get a full pension. The
Harmonized Index of Consumer
Prices (HICP) is a measure based
on the spending patterns of
consumers in each EU country,
weighted according to that country’s

share of aggregate consumer
spending. Harmonized inflation in
France rose to 7.3% in February
last, due to stronger food and
housing price pressures. The
phasing-out of government subsidies
means high energy costs will linger.
The France Unemployment Rate is
projected to trend around 8.50
percent in 2024 and 8.40 percent in
2025 according to their econometric
models. Economic activity is
expected to remain subdued over
the first half of 2023, with a stable
first quarter. For the whole of 2023,
GDP is forecast to expand only
moderately in annual terms, by
0.6%. For the whole of 2024, GDP
is forecast to expand by 1.4%". It is
indicative that the French economy
is in shambles and cannot have
uninterrupted growth in the period of
intensified insolvable crisis of dying
capitalism.

Rising inflation, tumbling
economy, the energy crisis and
constant reports of run-down public
services have left many people
feeling anxious and irascible. If one
links inflation, in real terms, the
pension amount would go down.
Women are set to be the biggest
losers with the new 43-year career
requirement. In other words, millions
of people have to work longer
before they can enjoy their
retirement benefits. It is a well-
established fact that most of the
people will have health issues even
at present pensionable age, and
further extension in pensionable age
will push them into miserable and
impoverished conditions.

It is said that 62 years is
already excessive for half of the
French people. Data shows that
25% of the poorest in France do not
live at all until today’s pension
granted at the age of 62 years. By
contrast, at the age of 61, 25% have
neither a job nor a pension. People
are already struggling to survive in
poverty, and after the changes, their
situation will become even more
desperate. For the French people in
physical, grueling, lower-paid jobs,
this reform means literally working
until death. It means in the long run
the government would save money,
as the rate of survival after 62 years
becomes less.

It is thus seen from above that
the economic situation in France is
more or less no different from the
other European capitalist-imperialist
countries. People are suffering
equally from high inflation and
increasing unemployment. Over and
above the new pension reform bill to
gradually raise the retirement age
(three months every year) from 62
to 64 years up to 2030 is going to
create further uncertainties in the
lives of the people, particularly, those
who were expecting to retire soon.

Contd. on page 6
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India is the largest arms importer in the world

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
of late, spelled out India’s ambitions
to become a major defence hub as
global firms flocked to the mega Aero
India 2023 in Bangalore on 22
February last for a slice of the
nation’s massive import budget. At
the curtain raiser event for the show,
defence minister aid that the
government is committed to making
India self-reliant in the defence
sector and has set a target of
achieving defence exports worth Rs
25,000 crore by 2024. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi repeated his
government’s promise of boosting
defence exports by more than 200%
over the next three years. From
about $1.5 billion in 2021-21, India
targets to export $5 billion worth of
military hardware by 2025,” PM
Modi said. The $5 billion target
comes at a time when the Modi
government is pushing an ambitious
programme of turning the nation into
a defence manufacturing hub.

Surprisingly, this resolve to build
India as a defence exporter comes at
a time when India is ranked number
one in arms import. 11% of global
arms import is by India. Aside from
Russia and France, India also
imported arms during this five-year
period from Israel, South Korea, and
South Africa which are among the
top arms exporters globally. What a
contrast! While the budgetary
allocation for education, food security
and health have been Rs. 89,155
crore, Rs. 1,97,350 crore and Rs.
36,175 crore respectively in 2023-24,
the defence budget is starkly higher
at Rs. 5,94,000 crore!

And this is at a time when over
80 crore Indians are languishing in
abject poverty, malnutrition and
starvation are at peak.
Approximately 4500 children die
every day under the age of five years
due to hunger and malnutrition. This
is reflected in India’s growing slide in
global hunger index 2022, now 107
out of 121 countries, down from
101st position in 202 1. Pauperization
of people is soaring with every
passing day. Prices are rising
exponentially, unemployment
mounting, job loss is spiralling and
essential services like healthcare and
proper education eluding over 95%
countrymen. Over 5.5 lakh peasants
have committed suicide. Now

retrenched and jobless workers are
joining them in ending life to get relief
from such a sub-human living.
Inequality is climbing grotesquely. No
doubt we are in ‘Amritkal’ after 75
years of independence and the whole
world is looking at India’s spectacular
growth and steady march to become
a 5 trillion economy, as claimed by the
BJP PM and his cabinet and party
colleagues.

But then why this one-sided
emphasis on arms manufacturing and
import? Even on 31 March, 2023, the
last day of the financial year 22-23,
the BJP government placed fresh
order of weapons amounting to Rs
32,000 crore so that there is no
balance is left in the previous year’s
budgetary allotment. Let us quote
from Comrade Shibdas Ghosh,
Founder General Secretary, SUCI(C)
and an outstanding Marxist thinkers
of the era, to get the answer. “If
there is no market abroad and if an
internal market too cannot be created
to some extent, then what would
happen to the steel that is being
continually produced? The steel
would stockpile at once, the shifts
would close down, the steel plants
...would have to face closure. That
is why this beating of war drum. War
is to be waged, that means, artificial
stimulation is to be created in the
market by increasing the military
budget— the government would itself
consume a part of the steel produced
as the buyer. Besides, the
government would try to rescue to
some extent the engineering
industries by placing orders. The
Indian capitalists cannot do without
creating an artificial stimulation in the
market in this way, increasing the
military budget and defence
industries for this purpose... So, the
budget for defence industries cannot
be reduced, rather it is to be
increased continually. The crux of
the matter is that the policy of
artificially stimulating the market is to
be kept in force. Indian capitalist
economy too is gradually leaning
toward militarization in the bid to save
itself from the all-out crisis in trade
and commerce.”

(Independence on 15th August and
Problems of Emancipation of People,
SW Vol. 1)

(source: Indian Express

27-02-23, 13-03-23)

Massive
demonstration of
Copra growers
was organized by §
Copra Growers’
Struggle
Committee in
which AIKKMS
is part of it.

Thousands of Copra Growers demanding Rs.20,00

&,

0 Minimum Support Price

and Rs.5,000 Incentive from State Government rallied in the streets of Tiptur of
Tumkur District, Karnataka. Dr.T.S.Suneeth Kumar, All India Vice-president of
AIKKMS criticized the utter negligent attitude of the government.

SUCI (communist) on Pulwama Revelations
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), issued the

following statement on 17-04-23:

The Central Committee of the
Socialist Unity Centre of India
(communist), is of the firm opinion
that the reported revelations made
by the erstwhile governor of Jammu
and Kshmir on the tragic death of
40 soldiers in an attack on the
convoy of CRPF soldiers in
February 2019, in Pulwama is
shocking to say the least, and
demands high powered judicial
enquiry to unearth the whole truth.
The former governor is unsparing
about the reluctance on the part of
the PM even to pull up the home
minister who did not arrange
transportation of the soldiers by
arranging hardly 4-5 flights even
when requested, because of which

40 human lives were lost. It is
reported that when this serious lapse
was brought to the notice of the PM,
the governor was asked to maintain
silence, in view of the ensuing polls
to the Lok Sabha. Further the
governor goes on to mention about
the way the PM had asked him to
maintain silence when he, during his
tenure as Governor of Goa, brought
the incidents of corruption of the
government of Goa to his notice.
Rather he was transferred to
Meghalaya as governor soon after
that.

The Central Committee of the
SUCI(C) demands that whole truth
should be revealed before the
people.

France

Escalating suffering due to fierce capitalist

oppression bring French working people in the street

Contd. from page 5

All support to fighting
French workers

As we know, it is a common
feature in all capitalist-imperialist
countries to burden the common
people with more and more taxation
and give relief to corporate and
business houses. The entire burden
of the capitalist crisis is squarely
shifted on the toiling masses in
various forms. France is no exception
to this. This raising of the retirement
age is one of such anti-worker
measures. In India also, a fight is
going on for revival of the old pension
scheme, because people hardly get
any tangible benefit in the New
Pension Scheme (NPS) introduced
by the BJP government in January
2004 with a view to corpus of divert
pension fund to speculative capital
market and thus expose the hard-
earned money of the workers and
employees to the vagaries of price
fluctuation.

The working class and common
people in general in France have
shown tremendous courage and
solidarity in conducting the prolonged
militant strikes against the pension
reform bill. Entire France is burning
and paralyzed. In Belgium this
week, workers from the main labour
confederation  blocked  trucks
bringing petrol from Total Energy to
France, which the Belgian union
denounced as strikebreaking. There
were demonstrations of solidarity
with the struggle in France in Italy,
Argentina and Australia. PAME, an
international organization, expressed
its solidarity with the working class
of France.

Despite  widespread  and
massive protests throughout the
country by the trade unions and

citizens of France for the last three
and half months, President
Emmanuel Macron has signed a
pension bill into law that will increase
the retirement age by two years on
15 April after it was approved by
France’s Constitutional Council on 14
April, which will take effect from 1
September 2023. “This is a totally
shameful decision,” Sophie Binet,
head of the CGT union, told France
info radio. ‘“He (Macron) has
slammed the door in our face yet
again.”’ It has infuriated the unions
which had called for months of mass
protests to continue.

We, on behalf of the struggling
Indian working class, extend our
whole-hearted support to our French
brethren and hope that they succeed
in forcing Macron’s Government to
withdraw this anti-people pension
reform bill. But at the same time, we
reiterate that today, no movement
can be steered to its logical
culmination unless it is channelized in
the right direction under genuine
revolutionary leadership. This is true
for France also. Earlier we have seen
the most inspiring ‘Yellow Vest
movement’ to peter out in course of
time as its rudder was not in the
hands of genuine revolutionaries i.e.,
true Marxists-Leninists. We hope the
struggling French workers would
take appropriate lessons from that
and move now in the correct

direction.

(Source: crossbordertalks.eu/2023/03/
11, La  Voix du  Nord, economy-
finance.ec.europa.eu, cnn.com 17-03-23, /

2023/03/17, www.trade.gov/country, BBC 11-
01-23, 19-01-23, Reuters 07-02-23, Le Monde
07-02-23, The Wire 20-03-23, ABP 25-03-
23, npr.org 20-03-23, The Guardian 21-03-23,
Euro news 28-03-23, Focus economics 28-03-
23, INSEE, France, Workers” World 06-04-23,
idcommunism-21-03-23, AFP 07-04-23,

NDTV 15-04-23)
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Campaigning of Concluding programme of

Book Stall at Tosham, Haryana

Wall Writing t Guna, Madhya Pradesh

Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Birth Centenary in full swing

'

Change
of candidate
in Karnataka

In slight modification of
our earlier candidates’ list for
ensuing Karnataka assembly
election, Comrade
Gnanamurthy will be
contesting from Rajrajeshwari
constituency, Bangalore urban,
in place of Comrade K
Venugopal.

Government’s move to privatize
entire power sector has to be stalled

One of the principal prescripts
of the doctrine of Globalization that
the entire imperialist-capitalist world
including India began to pursue
vigorously from early 1990s
branding it as new theory to usher in
rapid economic growth in the
unipolar world, was to open up key
public welfare and utility services
sector to the private operators.
Following that, the erstwhile
Congress government started
disinvestment of public sector units
and commoditization of essential
services like education, healthcare
and electricity which are supposed
to be provided to people either free
or an affordable cost by the
government, if necessary through
subsidization.  Paving the same
way, the BJP government also gave
more stress on this reckless
commoditization spree with a view
to winning trust and confidence of
the ruling monopolists and
multinationals as  their most
dependable servitors. It is in course
of that the most atrocious the
Electricity Act 2003 was brought in
by the  Vajpayee-led BJP
government. This new act was
diametrically opposite to the aims
and objectives of the Electricity
(Supply) Act 1948 passed soon after
independence. The Electricity Act
2003 had opened the flood gates of
privatization in the power sector
particularly in power generation
wing which became a bonanza to
the private players. It also turned
out to be a boon for the Independent
Power Production (IPP). Now the
industrialists of our country are in
control of 50% of total power

production which, after
independence, was in public sector.
The BJP-led central

government with an ulterior motive
introduced the Electricity
(Amendment)Bill 2021at a time
when entire country was virtually
under lockdown due to severe
outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic.
People were then in a state of panic

with normal flow of life visibly
disturbed. In such a critical situation,
it was not possible for the suffering
people to rise in protest against an
anti-people measure. Seizing this
hour of immense predicament of the
people, the BJP  government
introduced the aforesaid Bill in the
parliament, in a most undemocratic
and autocratic ~way  without
discussing with any of the
stakeholders. Thus, it cunningly rolled
out the process of all out
privatization of electricity in the
country to the utter detriment of
people’s interest as access to
electricity is a basic need and it
ought to remain as a public utility
service under the aegis of the
government. But now with the new
Bill on the anvil of being enacted
anytime, generation, transmission
and entire distribution system i.e., the
total power infrastructure built up
with people’s hard earned tax money
is being handed over to the profit-
monger corporates on a silver
platter. So, these corporate sharks
will now sell electricity at an
astronomical rate to satiate their
greed of profit maximization. In other
words, it would be tantamount to
depriving of and denying the people
access to a basic amenity and their
fundamentals rights.

Another point is that electricity
is a concurrent subject of central and
state governments. Following the
footsteps of the central government,
many state governments run by the
bourgeois parties have initiated to
privatize the system of power
distribution system in the respective
states. But the private operators are
not content with this this piecemeal
gift. So, in order to privatize the
entire  power  sector  system
throughout the country the Electricity
Bill-2022 has been drafted. The
main objective of the Bill is to
change the character of electricity
from an essential item to a profit-
making commodity in the hands of
the private owners. Once the Bill is

enacted, a steep hike in power tariff
will be uniformly made applicable
throughout country in the name of
“One Nation, One Tariff”’. Existing
subsidies will be abolished.
Maximum Power in the matter of
Electricity will captured by the
Central Government. Character of
concurrent subject will be diluted.

There are other vile intentions
as well. Proviso 6 of Section 14 of
the Electricity Act 2003 provides for
licensing of multiple private
companies for the distribution of
electricity. Now, the Amendment bill
of 2022 would widen the vista of
privatization. Already, initiative to
install smart prepaid meters is
underway in West Bengal and
various other states. These smart
prepaid meters, it is said, are to be
installed first in government
institutions, then among industrial
electricity consumers, followed by
commercial, agricultural  and
household consumers sequentially.

What is new in a smart prepaid
meter? First, it will be installed
before the distributing company
starts  supplying power. The
consumer will have to deposit
money in advance just like a pre-
paid cellphone number. Amount of
initial deposit would likely to be
determined based on the load
connected to the power line. Then
electricity will be supplied. When the
pre-paid money will run out, the
power supply will be cut. Secondly,
the tariff chart at present is based on
a slab system depending on the
number of units consumed within a
specified period—month or quarter-
as the case may be. As all know,
units consumed are calculated by
subtracting ‘previous reading’ from
the ‘current reading’ adding to it
energy charge, government duty,
meter rent, etc., in a month or
quarter are within the knowledge of
the consumers. Once the prepaid
smart meter is introduced, the
components of tariff calculation
would become opaque to the
consumers.

Other problems will also crop
up. In case the meter malfunctions,

the consumer will be in the dark about
that. So, if there is overbilling,
chances of redressal would be
remote. Moreover, with a ‘dalal raj’
or a corrupt nexus of unscrupulous
contractors, middlemen and the
distribution = company reigning
supreme with impunity, already there
are complaints about power not being
supplied at contracted voltage and
ampere. Days after days, either the
transformer or the meter remain
dysfunctional, the brunt of which are
borne by the hapless consumers.
Hence, if smart prepaid meters are
introduced disdaining people’s
protest, it is scary to think about
possible custom er harassment.

Hence, is the need to develop a
countrywide organized sustained
protest movement against the move
to privatize power sector in its
entirety. With that end in view, some
state-level ~ “‘people’s  struggle
committees” have already been
formed and a good number of
successful protest movements did
surge forth to elicit some reliefs to the
consumers. For example, after the
Assam state government introduced
smart meters, the electricity bills of
the people of the state went up
phenomenally.  Naturally, the
aggrieved consumers launched
powerful protest and compelled the
government withdraw the smart
meters. Such instances have been
there in some other states too.

Now, to coordinate the state
level movements and release a
united powerful movement, a public
committee under the name “All
India  Electricity =~ Consumers’
Association” has been formed at the
initiative power activists round the
country. The Association held its
first conference in Bhopal on 8 and
9 April last and reportedly was a
thumping success. Response has
been overwhelming. It is hoped that
this Association, as promised, will
take up the electricity consumers’
cause in right earnest and compel
the governments, both central and of
states, to abandon the pernicious
policy of privatization of power
sector.
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Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary,
SUCI(C), offering red salute to Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, Founder General Secretary of the Party and
an outstanding Marxist thinker of the era, on
24 April 2023, at Shibpur Party Centre

members

incident

AIMSS condemns
brutal rape and
torture incident in
Unnao, UP

In a statement issued on 20-04-23,
AIMSS expressed deep shock over the
brutal incident in Unnao in Uttar
Pradesh where the accused who had
raped a minor girl last year and was out
on a bail allegedly set fire to the
victim’s house. He and his accomplices
are also physically assaulting the family
of the victim. AIMSS
demanded a thorough probe into the
and meting
punishment to the culprits.

out severe

SUCI(C) on Kkilling of two
persons in Prayagraj

Strongly reacting on the incident of murder
of two accused in UP Comrade Provash Ghosh,
General secretary of SUCI (Communist), said in
a statement issued on 16-04-23:

The ghastly murder of two accused in Uttar
Pradesh in wee hours of night on 15 April 2023
proved the complete absence of rule of law.

The way two accused, while handcuffed and
under police custody, were murdered, proved
complicity of the police administration. Rule of law
says even the accused has the legal right to be heard
in a court of law. Where such rights are not given, it
is nothing but anarchy. We demand high powered
probe into this incident.

Media say so

Inclusive Growth? Or Exclusive
rise of one individual?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on 8 July 2022 that real growth
was not possible  without
inclusiveness as he listed out various
measures taken by his government
during the last eight years to ensure
that benefits of growth reach all
sections of the society. He was
speaking after the first Arun Jaitley
Memorial lecture which was
delivered by Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, a senior minister
in the Singapore government, in the
national capital.

Modi said the theme of the
lecture—‘Growth through
inclusivity, inclusivity through
growth’—captures the challenges
and dilemmas of today’s policy
makers. ““Is right growth possible
without inclusion? Can inclusion be
thought of without growth...The gist
of my experiences of 20 years as the
head of government is that without
inclusion, real growth is not possible.
And, without growth the goal of
inclusion too cannot be
accomplished... we adopted the
way of growth through inclusivity
and tried for everyone’s inclusion,”
Modi said. Sounds so inspiring! But
alas! facts speak otherwise. The
growth rate of real wages between
2014-15 and 2021-22 was below 1
per cent per year across the board;
more precisely 0.9 per cent, 0.2 per
cent and 0.3 per cent for agricultural
labour, construction workers and
non-agricultural labour respectively.
If we use the general Consumer
Price Index as a deflator, instead of
the CPIAL, the growth rates are
lower —even negative for
construction workers. Whereas

Adani’s wealth shot up by 1440%.
(Outlook 09-07-22, Indian Express-
13-04-23 and ABP 14-04-23)

Adani group’s abnormal
performance data

As per Hindenburg report,
Adani group had borrowed
substantial money based on very
high value of its shares in the stock
market. If any enterprise mops up
Rs 200 by selling its shares and
raises loans worth Rs 100, then the
debt: equity ratio is stated to be 1:2.
Normally, this ratio ought not to go
beyond 2. But in case of Adani, this
ratio was 20:1 meaning that if their
share values was Rs 100, it went for
a loan of Rs 2000.

Secondly, as regards ratio of
interest on the loans to yearly
income, it should be less than 1. That
means, the amount of interest
payment should be considerably
lower than the annual income
pending which, a junk of the yearly
earnings would be spent on debt
servicing, which is never a healthy
sign. In case of Adani, this ratio was
over 3. How could all these
discrepancies be overlooked by the

SEBI, RBI and even the
government?
(Source: ABP-07-04-23)
Probe against Oxfam

The Ministry of Home Affairs,
6 April recommended a probe by
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) into the affairs of Oxfam
India for alleged violation of the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act, 2010, sources told news
agency PTI. Oxfam, it is known to
all, publish various figures based on
research about the socio-economic
conditions of India and obviously
brings to the fore data which make
people aware of the sordid state of
affairs in the country and hence
embarrasses the government. So
the axe has fallen on it as was
earlier the case with BBC.
(The Wire- 06-04-23)

Meetings commemorating 75" Foundation
anmversary of SUCI(C) on 24 Aprll 2023

Comrade Satyawan, Polit Bureau Member at Rohtak, Haryana (left)
Comrade Rabin Samajpati, Polit Bureau member, at Ghatsila Study Centre, Jharkhand (right)

Two out of 10 infants face risk
of food deprivation in India

A study has found that the
proportion of sampled children
between six months and 23 months
who hadn’t eaten any food with
substantial calorific content for at
least an entire day increased from
17.2 per cent in 2016 to 17.8 per
cent in 2021. Two out of 10 infants
face risk of food deprivation, says
survey.

Researchers who extracted
data from the Union health
ministry’s nationwide family health
surveys say they have generated
India’s first estimates for the
prevalence of ““zero-food” children
that underline the need to redesign
food policies to reach some of the
most vulnerable.

(The Telegraph-07-04-23)
PM Modi on ‘Modi teri kabr
khudegi’ slogans, ‘baadshahi
mentality’

PM Modi on 6 April 2023 said
that the Bharatiya Janata Party is
like Hindu deity Hanuman as it is
tough, but also compassionate and
humble. Modi was speaking at the
BJP’s 44th foundation day event.
He said, “When I talked about
Swachh Bharat, these baadshahi-
mentality people criticised me.
They made fun and questioned my
idea of ‘digital India’. They did not
even think that Article 370 would

be a thing of the past.” “They could not
digest how BJP achieved those things
which they could not do for years. And

now they are just spreading lies,” he
added.
The PM said, “They are so

desperate now that they openly say Modi
teri kabr khudegi. But I want to say that
these people will keep on conspiring
against us, but they don’t know that poor,
deprived, dalits, tribals are protecting
‘lotus’.”” (editorji.com 06-04-23)

BJP activist who received PM Modi
in Australia, Balesh Dhankhar
held for sexual assault

Balesh Dhankhar, a prominent BJP
activist, is facing trial after being charged
with 13 counts of sexual assault, 17 of
intimate recordings without consent, six of
using intoxicating substances to commit
offence and assault with act of indecency.

Dhankhar, who is the founder-
president of the ‘Overseas Friends of
BJP’ in Australia and a former associate
of the Hindu Council of Australia, played
a major role in organizing the reception of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Sydney,
during Modi’s Australia visit in 2014.
According to Australian media reports,
Dhankhar had boasted about his access
to Modi and had posted his photos with
Modi on his social media accounts.The
police said that the activist had filmed
himself with a camera hidden in an alarm
clock, sexually assaulting five women he
had lured to Hotel Hilton, with fake job
interview offers.  (Vartha Bharati- 17-03-23)
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